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‘In our slum if you are not
caretul the rain will wash you
away in the night, lulled and
sleepy eyed into another life
as something better suited
to Bangkok's wet season, a
klong-swimming creature
like a frog or a snake. Or
something like us: strayboys.’

— Mai Nardone
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WELCONME FROM APWT ERECUTIVE DIRELTOR

Sally Breen

Welcome to APWT Heart Water 2024. Hard
to believe it has been two years since we
staged our last major summit in Bangalore,
India. Some of us met in Ubud, Bali in 2023
for the retreat event and it was my goal to
combine the summit and retreat modes

to enrich our experience of being together
once again. Heart Water honours the
elemental and sensorial forces, and the life
blood running pumping through us both as
people and creatives. We drew inspiration
from our host city Chiang Mai with the river
running through it and aspects of Thai
culture from the vibrant to the ritualistic and
contemplative. | offer this program to you in
this spirit and hope you enjoy it.

People often ask me what is APWT and it
can be difficult to encapsulate. APWT is

an international literary network focused
on Asia Pacific literatures but itis also a
found family. Having been involved in the
world of literature for over thirty years from
underground grungy dens to hallowed
academic halls, working as an editor in

publishing and as a director of various
collectives and festivals and now ED of APWT
| know how important it is for writers to really
connect to each other. In this way APWT

is unique. We are global yet we are firmly
embedded in the Asia Pacific region. Our goal
is not to ‘sell’ writers to the world - we want
to bring the world to writers. And crucially
APWT is not here to commodify or profit from
this experience. To sell you to an audience.
You are each other’s audience. And how you
choose to embrace the potential of that
experience is up to you but | do encourage
you to be curious. | think this approach is
vital because I’'m often astounded at how
much ego underpins the literary universe

- how easily writing slides into a kind of
performative pose, an industry complex,

a status flex, a hierarchy of woes, false
modesty or self-importance. In the end none
of this matters. In the end all we have is each
other and the words. Don’t hold back. Dive in.
Thank you for being here.

Sally Breen



WELCONE FROM APWT CO-CHARIR

Sudeep Sen

The moving finger writes; and, having writ,
Moves on: nor all thy piety and wit

Shall lure it back to cancel half a line,

Nor all thy tears wash out a word of it.

— Omar Khayyam, Rubaiyat

It is with much delight - as a co-chair - |
formally welcome you all to our latest Asia
Pacific Writers & Translators Biennale in
the beautiful surrounds of Chiang Mai in
Thailand from November 22-24, 2024. This
larger congregation is held every two years
in different countries and is interspersed
with a more intimate APWT Retreat (the last
one being in the magical ‘island of Gods’
Bali). These are occasions when writers
from far and wide, across varied genres and
disciplines, get to meet in person, interact,
and network with one another.

At this thirteenth major summit, APWT will
reunite many members alongside a galaxy
of literary stars - established and new, old
and young in what promises to be a unique
experience. The theme ‘Heart Water’ is rightly
inspired by the location of its provenance, its
culture, its ethos.

We want you all to deep-dive into the
elements - water (predominantly, in this
case), fire, earth and sky. Older cultures and
landscapes allow that - so you will see that
much of the programming has been done
in a way that connects us deeply to our own
creative and writing practice on a sensorial,
sensual and spiritual level. We encourage
you to be inspired by the thematic in
thinking about your engagement.

The people you will meet are mostly
exceptional creatives - some introverted,
others extroverted. My personal experiences
with meeting and being with many of you

is summed up in one word - familial. At

the best of times, it is collegial and full of
comradeship, warm and affectionate, yet
all the while intellectually challenging and
stringent.

The APWT team has worked hard to put all
these aspects into the fine programming
they have come up with and here, | would
also like to acknowledge the excellent work
done over the years by the predecessor
chair, Ravi Shankar. This year's schedule is
simultaneously rich and varied, thought-
provoking and fun, creative and forward-
thinking. Allow yourselves to immerse in this
literary jamboree, make new friendships,
renew and strengthen old ones, ideate,
collaborate - and finally, write, create, write,
create, and write more!

Wittgenstein says, ‘The limits of my
language mean the limits of my world’ - but
not mine, and | suspect it is not for many of
you either. Welcome, once again. | am looking
forward to being with you all - in joining the
swirling dervish of word-dances!

Sudeep Sen



WELCONE FROM APWT CO-CHARIR

Menka Shivdasani

As the excitement builds for the Asia-Pacific
Writers and Translators (APWT) Heart Water
conference on the banks of the Ping River

at Chiang Mai and Kalm Village in Thailand,
I am delighted to welcome you to this
extraordinary literary event.

Now in its thirteenth edition, the APWT
summit brings together writers from across
the region to celebrate literature, discuss
issues of mutual interest and exchange
experiences and insights. Through the many
differences, we have much in common; at
the APWT Writing Retreat in Bali last year,

| felt completely at home with Ganesha
statues everywhere! Yet, despite shared
legacies of colonial disruption and cultural
affinities, writers in the Asia-Pacific knew
little of each other’s work until recently. Over
the last seventeen years, however, since its
quiet beginnings in a Bali paddy field, APWT
has played a significant role in building
bridges. The region is home to 60 per cent
of the world’s population; it is also now
recognised as an economic powerhouse.
With all the disruptive transformation that
this entails, there are many stories to tell,
and APWT offers writers a safe space to share
them.

As someone who attended one of the earliest
meets in 2008, | have watched APWT evolve
from an informal network known as the
Asia-Pacific New Writing Partnership to the
dynamic and robust networking organisation
that it is today, bringing established and

emerging writers together on a single
platform. Our membership continues to
grow, and our linkages with Core Partners
and Institutional Members greatly enrich
our goals. APWT also partners with various
entities to offer members wider platforms.
These include Pratik Magazine for New Writing,
the Singaraja Literary Festival and Ubud
Writers and Readers Festival. This year, for
the first time, we also partnered with the
Santiniketan Literature Festival in India.
APWT’s growth owes much to its dedicated
management committee, headed by Dr. Sally
Breen as Executive Director. Dr. Ravi Shankar,
who chaired the organisation for three years
before stepping down last year, also played a
vital role.

Putting together a conference of such
complexity and stature involves many nail-
biting moments, and | would like to thank
the APWT Heart Water Event Team. APWT’s
Executive Director and Associate Professor
Sally Breen, Hélder Beja, Adam Pettet and
Indy Horobin have worked tirelessly, taking
care to ensure that all participants get the
recognition they deserve. | would also like to
thank our hosts at Chiang Mai University and
Kalm Village for their enthusiastic support.

| have many warm memories of previous
APWT conferences, and | am sure the APWT
Heart Water Thailand summit this year will
be very special too. | look forward to meeting
you. Thank you for joining us this year.

Menka Shivdasani



‘The idea is to write it so that
people hear it and it slides
through the brain and goes
straight to the heart.’

— Maya Angelou
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THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS

HOST ROOM
6:00 - 8:00

Heart Water Welcome Cocktail Event The Dining Room

Pre-event
registration
available



FRIDRY 22 NOVEMBER

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM

8:30 -9:00 Registration opens Inthanin Room
9:00 - 9:05 Welcome by CMU Inthanin Room
9:05 - 9:10 Welcome by Asia Pacific Writers & Translators Inthanin Room
9:10 - 9:25 Welcome Ceremony Inthanin Room

10:40 -11:00  Morning Tea

11:00 - 12:15  Morning Session 1

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 1: The Lost Boys: Cross Cultural Echoes Joe Milan Jr. Room 1: Heart
Mai Nardone and Kawika Guillermo In Conversation with Joe

Milan Jr.

Meet 2: Risky Business - The Politics of Travel Writing Robin Hemley Room 2: Water

Piia Mustamaki, Tom Vater, Renee Pettitt-Schipp
12:15 - 1:00 Lunch

1:00 - 2:15 Afternoon Session 1

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 3: Translation as Fluidity Ramon Guillermo Room 1: Heart
Tony Waters, Sara F Costa, Luba Markovskaia

Meet 4: Why Thailand? Inderjeet Mani Room 2: Water
Philip Cornwel-Smith, Rebecca Weldon, Graham Jefcoate,
Joseph Collins

My Practice: Writers Unpacked Indy Horobin Garden Terrace
Luna Sicat Cleto, Vladimeir Gonzales, Marion Wrenn, lvy Isising

Book Launches and Garden Party Adam Pettet
Menka Shivdasani (ed) - The BigBridge Book of Contemporary
Indian Poetry with Sudeep Sen

3:45 - 5:30 Afternoon Session 2

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 5: Make it Move - Make it Flow Roland B. Tolentino Room 1: Heart
Sonia Piscayanti, Maude Veilleux, Mitch Goodwin

Meet 6: Writing as Ritual and Compulsion Liz Packer Room 2: Water
Anita Thomas, Viji Krishnamoorthy, Romi Grossberg

Book Launches and Garden Party Indy Horobin Garden Terrace
Featuring Sudeep Sen and Jhilam Chattaraj - Sudeep Sen
Reading Writing Teaching and Sudeep Sen - Red

7:30-11:00  Heart Water Dinner and Concert @ Kalm Village Hélder Beja Kalm Village
Featuring Mai Nardone, Sudeep Sen with Nerisa del Carmen
Guevara, Fletcher Babb, Nuen Nataya and DJ Eri



SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM
Morning Session @ Kalm Village
9:30 -11:30 The Poet’s Tea Party @ Kalm Village Adam Pettet Kalm Village

Featuring Pranitha Dewi, lvy Isising, Zilka Joseph, Inderjeet
Mani, Charlson Ong, Kaya Ortiz, Liz Packer, Pedro Jun C. Reyes,
Marion Wrenn and limited open mic

10:00 - 11:30 Creative Meditation and Yoga @ Kalm Village Kru Ta Kalm Village
Limited spots available
9:00 -12:00 Chiang Mai Old City and Temples Guided Walking Tour Kwan

Limited spots available

12:15 - 1:15 Afternoon Session 1 @ UNISERV Chiang Mai University

1:15 - 2:00 Lunch

2:00 - 3:15 Afternoon Session 2 @ UNISERV Chiang Mai University

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 7: Red Heart - We Need to Talk About China Neville Sarony Room 1: Heart
Anthony Dapiran, Siang Lu, Ryan Thorpe, Shen Xingzhou (JoJo)

Meet 8: 21st Century Hustle Sally Breen Room 2: Water
Brendan Fredericks, Vanessa Barrington, Catherine

Cormier-Larose, Deva Eveland, Murielle Paviet-Fanolliet,

Michael Clements

Immersive Workshop 1: Writing from the Heart Writing Sudeep Sen Room 3: River
Like Water

3:30 - 4:45 Afternoon Session 2 @ UNISERV Chiang Mai University

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 9: Writing from the West Mags Webster Room 1: Heart
Kaya Ortiz, Renee Pettitt-Schipp

Meet 10: Writing Through Writing as Transformation Nerisa del Carmen Guevara Room 2: Water
Lucy Marinelli, Shelley Hill, Bhavna Khemlani,
Michael Clements

Book Launches and Garden Party Brendan Fredericks Garden Terrace
Featuring Romi Grossberg - Hip Hop and Hope with Brendan
Fredericks

7:00 -10:30 Reading Event @ Pappuu House Tom Vater Pappuu House

Featuring Sally Breen, Carol David, Pranita Dewi, Carole Favre,
Kawika Guillermo, Shen, Joe Milan, Xingzhou (Jo-Jo), Kaya Ortiz,
Menka Shivdasani, Mags Webster with music by Rock Me
Band and limited open mic



SLUNDRY 24 NOVENMBER

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM
Morning Session @ Kalm Village

9:30 -11:30 The Poet’s Tea Party @ Kalm Village Adam Pettet Small Courtyard
Featuring Laksmisree Banerjee, Jhilam Chattaraj, Luna Sicat @ Kalm Village

Cleto, Brendan Fredericks, Bhavna Khemlani, Lucy Marinelli,
Ryan Thorpe, Marion Wrenn and limited open mic

10:00 - 11:30 Creative Meditation and Yoga @ Kalm Village Kru Ta Glass Pavilion
Limited spots available @ Kalm Village

12:15 - 1:30 Afternoon Session 1 @ UNISERV Chiang Mai University

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 11: Writing in the Time of War, Regimes and Empires  Menka Shivdasani Room 1: Heart
Meher Pestonji, Charlson Ong, Renee Pettitt-Schipp,

Kian Ronay

Meet 12: Phoenix Rising: Writing Women Re-Wiring Renee Thorpe Room 2: Water

Zilka Joseph, Viji Krishnamoorthy, Sujata Parashar,
Laksmisree Banerjee

Immersive Workshop 2: Spirit Teams - Writing as Spiritual Vanessa Barrington Room 3: River
Practice

1:30 - 2:15 Lunch

2:15 - 3:30 Afternoon Session 2 @ UNISERV Chiang Mai University

Heart Water Film Program:
Cinema Space

Meet 13: The Image of Siam Rebecca Weldon Room 1: Heart
A presentation by Graham Jefcoate

Meet 14: The Quebec Connection Catherine Cornier Larose Room 2: Water
Carole David, Luba Markovskaia, Maude Veilleux

Book Launches and Garden Party Indy Horobin Garden Terrace
Featuring Sara F Costa - Ash City with Deva Eveland

4:45 - 5:30 Garden Party Stories - Drinks and Open Mic Hélder Beja Garden Terrace

8:00 - Late Heart Water Closing Party Thapae East -
Venue for the
Creative Arts

88 Thapae Road,
Chiang Mai



NMIONDAY 25 NOVENMBER

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM

Tune In Garden - Lunch at The House of Rong Wongsawan  Professor Tony Waters

CLICKHERE TO BOOK A PLACE


mailto:admin%40apwriters.com?subject=Tune%20In%20Garden%20Lunch%20Booking

‘Fill your paper with the
breathings of the heart.’

— William Wordsworth
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MEET 1
The Lost Boys — Cross
Cultural Echoes

Joel Schumacher’s 1987 cult classic horror
film The Lost Boys follows a group of renegade
bikie vampires who have infiltrated Sante
Clara, a fictional Californian town. A group
of young and beautiful creatures who slip
between two worlds. Real and shadowy.
Vampires often operating metaphorically in
popular culture to signify fear of the ‘other.
In this meet three young writers of mixed
heritage unpack the joys, complications
and cross-cultural echoes of their dual
identities - Thai American, Korean American
and Filipinx American and how a sense of
strange, overt or subtle liminality infuses
their thinking and writing.

MEET 2
Risky Business — The Politics
of Travel Writing

‘Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and
narrow-mindedness, and many of our people
need it sorely on these accounts.” - Mark
Twain. Travel writing that goes beyond
infotainment can be risky business. How do
we represent the cultures we travel through?
How do we navigate the intersections
between the personal and the political?

Join four wanderlust authors from different
corners of the world for a vibrant discussion
on how to write about travel in a way that
seeks to make sense of and pays respect to
our differences.

MEET 3
Translation as Fluidity

Translation in essence is a translucent,
communicative, buffer space between
languages and cultures, both fluid and
receptacle that brings them together. The
act of translation occurs at many levels -
basic interpretation and understanding

of non-verbal gestures, literal translation

of texts from one language into another,
translation from one elemental state

to another, and more. Can literary texts

be adequately and fully translated into
another language without losing some of
the original essence and meaning? Who
has agency — the creator/writer in the
original language, or does the power lie in
the hands of the translator? Join the host
with three experts in their diverse fields —
ranging from sociology, oriental languages,
detective fiction, non-fiction, poetry, literary
& translations studies — to debate and
engage on some of these issues that fuel the
amniotic fluid, one that the act of translation
requires to seamlessly flow.

MEET 4
Why Thailand?

Thailand the ‘Land of Golden Smiles’ has long
been a pulse point for attracting seekers,
hedonists, change-makers, artists and
professional escapees, in short - the many
and varied forms of expatriate and digital
nomad who have found their way here. But
Thailand is more than just Full Moon parties
and the romantic notion of a failed utopia
for Westerners as captured by Alex Garland’s
The Beach where he described Thailand as a
paradise ‘where the hungry come to feed.’ At
this meet a diverse group of ex-pats discuss
why they have chosen to call Thailand home



and how the landscape, culture and people
have captured their hearts.

MEETS
Make it Move Make it Flow

Welcome to the multi-verse universe where
writing and literature gain new life on
screens, in performance, inside all manner
of digital landscapes including the new
frontiers of generative Al. While we often
think of writing as something arrested on a
page, language finds a way to resist stasis,
to be fluid and never more so than now - a
highly malleable form of communication
that can erupt in song, travel down the
superhighway, echo as dialogue in our minds
or be reconfigured in new ways by a machine.
At this meet a talented group of multiform
artists share stimulating examples of their
non-static practice and discuss the future of
the word.

MEET 6
Writing as Ritual and
Compulsion

What compels writers to write? It is a
rigorous process that must persevere in
the face of harsh opinion, ruthless rebuffs
or complete disinterest. Writers, puppets
of pain and pleasure, are occasionally freed
by their creativity through storytelling that
‘takes risks, explores the uncomfortable,
pushes boundaries and dares to fail’ -
Richard Gadd, 2024 Emmy winner for
Outstanding Writing. The process has
been described as ‘extraordinary creativity
arising from the human experience of pain

and suffering’ - Portuguese neuroscientist
Antonio Damasio, ‘a divine and mysterious
force that runs through all of us’ -
Australian musician-author Nick Cave and
‘an affirmation of one’s presence in the
corporeal world’ - Mary Gaitskill, American
writer. Is writing a lightning bolt of creativity
or hammering out an opus? A compulsion?
Ego? Insight? Or an essential daily habit?
Meet members reflect on the nature of drive,
passion and the creative process in their
individual journeys.

MEET 7
Red Heart — We Need to Talk
About China

China occupies a strategically significant
position in global politics and trade in

the way supply and demand works to the
benefit of the end-user. But it also occupies
a contentious space as a country whose
people’s freedom is closely monitored by the
state. In this situation, how do writers and
artists carve out their work with openness
and honesty? And how do writers living
outside the monolith interpret this power?
Red and heart as words do not just allude to
Communism or vulnerability but exfoliate
into multiple-layered metaphors and
strategies. Join the host with three diverse
practitioners to explore some of these
aspects and issues through the lens of their
own writing and artistic practice.



MEET 8
21st Century Hustle

Since the last decade of the 20th century
the digital revolution has transformed the
way writers interact with and communicate
to the world. From e-books and print-on-
demand, to Instagram poets and the global
social media phenomena of BookTok writers
have become avatars, brands, show ponies
and cults of personality. But in this content
saturated climate is it easier to be heard or
harder? Does the subsequent collapse of
distinctions between high and so-called low
art deplete the fundamentals of literature or
are those fundamentals illusions or lines in
the sand? In this meet two festival directors,
a literary agent, a corporate branding and
image consultant and two independent
publishers attempt to cut a swathe through
the hyperreal fun fair that is lit life in the 21st
century.

MEET 9
Writing From the West

‘One can never be alone enough to write;
observed Susan Sontag. True, the writing

life is necessarily a solitary pursuit. But
when this solitude is compounded by
geographical remoteness, what happens
then to the writer and to their writing? Three
poets from Western Australia - two living in
Perth, ‘the remotest capital city in the world’
and one based on the rim of the Southern
Ocean - discuss the impact and influence of
remoteness on their creative practices, and
whether such comparative isolation enables
them, as Sontag also suggested, ‘to see
better.

MEET 10
Writing Through Writing as
Transformation

Literature has deep transformative powers

- for some the transformational intent
focuses out, others go deep within. Writing
that mines the personal can transform

the writer through the act of creation and
catharsis but also transform readers by
providing unfiltered access to the variations
and extremes of human experience. Join five
authors, from vastly different backgrounds,
as they share their experiences of personal
transformation through the act of writing.

MEET 11
Writing in the Time of War,
Regimes and Empires

The 21st century is less than twenty-five
years old but as Britannica reminds us, it
has already seen eight of the deadliest

wars of our time. In an age of authoritarian
regimes and senseless violence, what role
does a writer play? Can poetry halt war, as
Meher Pestonji asks in the title of her recent
collection? How did working with asylum
seekers in detention impact Renee Pettitt-
Schipp’s life? In an increasingly dangerous
world, Charlson Ong and Kian Ronay join
Meher and Renee to discuss an issue that
must concern us all. As acclaimed Pakistani
Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz said: ‘Bol ki lab
azad haif tere/ bol zaba#h ab tak teri hai*:
(‘Speak up, while your lips are (still) free/
speak up, (while) your tongue is still yours.’)



MEET 12
Phoenix Rising — Writing
Women — Re-Writing History

Women writers have made their mark

the world over but back in the late 1990s
participants at a series of workshops in India
said they could write about anything under
the sun - except for three things: religion,
politics and sex. ‘What else is left to write
about?’ asked the editors of the resulting
book The Guarded Tongue. In 2024 has
anything changed? Join the discussion as
four feisty authors - two from India and two
with Indian roots - speak about how women
are rewriting their stories and transforming
the literary landscape.

MEET 13

The Image of Siam - Foreign
Writings About Thailand in
the Early 20th Century

During the period 1828-1941, Siam (as
Thailand was known until 1939) became
home to a small but influential population
of resident Westerners, a majority of

whom were Anglophone. They included
missionaries, diplomats, professionals of
various kinds employed by the government
(teachers, physicians, architects, engineers)
and employees of trading companies, among
whom were the so-called ‘teak-wallahs’

who exploited the pristine teak forests of
the north. In addition, from the beginning
of the 20th century, increasing numbers of
Western travellers were attracted to Siam
as transport links and tourist facilities
improved. Many of these residents and
visitors felt motivated to record their
impressions and experiences and to
publish them as memoirs, monographs of

various kinds, and periodical articles. In

this talk, scholar Graham Jefcoate author of
Enchanted Land (2023) and In Bangkok (2024)
shall discuss the various literary forms to
emerge during the period, the purposes and
strategies of the writers, the distribution and
reception of their writings and some of the
issues this body of foreign writings raises for
us today.

MEET 14
The Quebec Connection

Join Quebecois poets Carole David and
Maude Veilleux and translator Luba
Markovskaia in conversation with Catherine
Cormier-Larose as they explore the powerful
role of poetry in today’s world and how their
unique writing practices bring Quebec’s
literary voice to life. From the importance

of crafting verse in the face of modern
challenges to the ways in which English
translations allow their work to reach an
international audience, this meet dives into
the global impact of Quebec poetry. They’ll
discuss the universal themes of Heart and
Water - resonant forces in their work and
central to this year’s event - as they reflect
on the emotional, ecological, and cultural
elements that inspire their art. Don’t miss
this chance to experience the vibrant
intersection of Quebec’s poetic tradition and
the world stage.



‘Empty your mind, be
formless. Shapeless, like
water. If you put water into a
cup, it becomes the cup. You
put water into a bottle and it
becomes the bottle. You put
it in a teapot, it becomes the
teapot. Now, water can flow
or it can crash. Be water, my
friend.’

— Bruce Lee
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INMNNERSIVE WORKSHOP 1
Writing from the Heart -
Writing Like Water

In this immersive creative writing
masterclass, we will explore ideas around
the primal elements - water (predominantly),
earth, sky, fire -- that move and guide us

in our daily lives. Through short writing
exercises that include poetry and short/flash
fiction - we shall interrogate our inner and
outer psyches - through written expression
and mutually pro-active critique. Writing
from our hearts, instinctively and sensitively,
individually and collectively - just like water
flows effortlessly with the aid of gravity.

The aim is to enjoy the process of writing
and celebrate the joy of the performed and
written word.

INMNNERSIVE WORKSHOP 2
Spirit Teams — Writing as
Spiritual Practice

In this session we will dive into the concept
of writing as a sacred spiritual experience.
We will explore the role of the writer and your
spirit team and ancestors. Where do our
ideas come from? What role does the place
we write from, past lives, synchronicities and
dreams play in creative flow? Can writing
heal the past and ancestral lines? Join The
Book Doula, a psychic medium and book
coach for a channelled discussion and
workshop with her spirit team and yours to
explore the intersection between writing,
creative flow and spirituality. During this
session you will have the opportunity to
receive channelled guidance on a range of
topics relating to your creative practice, and
we will also look at how you can integrate
and tap into your own innate intuitive
understanding to deepen your writing
practice. Walk away from this session more
deeply understanding why you write, whom
you write for and with, and how you can use
this unconventional but powerful tool in your
own practice.

CLICK HERE TO BOOK WORKSHOPS



mailto:admin%40apwriters.com?subject=Workshop%20Booking

'Your vision will become clear
only when you look into your
heart. Who looks outside,
dreams. Who looks inside,
awakens.’

— Carl Jung
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KALM VILLAGE EVENTS

On the second and third mornings of Heart
Water we will gather at the stunningly
beautiful arts space Kalm Village to revel in
a series of retreat-like experiences designed
to stimulate you on a word, body and heart
level. You can choose between three options.
Open to all, the Poet’s Tea Parties will feature
a curated selection of poets and authors who
will read from their work in the sublimely
designed courtyard space. Sip on coffee

or tea and delectable bites as the writers
transport you. Limited open mic spots will be
made available time permitting. The Creative
Meditation and Yoga session with renowned
certified practitioner Kru Ta in Kalm Village’s
unforgettable glass shrine will clear creative
blockages and alleviate tension. The Old
Town and Temples Walking Tour will be
conducted by experienced local guides.
Explore the temples and hidden treasures

of Old Town. Please note that spaces for the
yoga and walking tours are limited. You can
book Kalm Village events by clicking the link
on the next page.

KALM

Art - Craft - Culture
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THE POET’'S TEA PARTY
Host: Adam Pettet

Featuring: Pranitha Dewi, Ivy Isising, Zilka
Joseph, Inderjeet Mani, Charlson Ong, Kaya
Ortiz, Liz Packer, Pedro Jun C. Reyes, Marion
Wrenn and limited open mic

Open to all - no need to book

CREATIVE MEDITATION AND
YOGA

Host: Kru Ta

Limited spots available

CHIANG MAI OLD CITY AND
TEMPLES GUIDED WALRING
TOUR

Host: Kwan

Limited spots available

THE POET’'S TEA PARTY
Host: Adam Pettet

Featuring: Laksmisree Banerjee, Jhilam
Chattaraj, Luna Sicat Cleto, Brendan
Fredericks, Bhavna Khemlani, Lucy Marinelli,
Ryan Thorpe, Marion Wrenn and limited open
mic

Open to all - no need to book

CREATIVE MEDITATION AND
YOGA

Host: Kru Ta

Limited spots available

CLICKHERE TO BOOKYOGA & WAHLKING TOUR


mailto:admin%40apwriters.com?subject=Kalm%20Village%20Event%20Booking

‘While you are proclaiming
peace with your lips be
caretul to have it even more
fully in your heart.’

— Francis of Assisi
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FEATURE ALUTHORS & ARTISTS

Robin Hemley

Robin Hemley has published sixteen books of fiction
and nonfiction and has won numerous awards for his
writing, including the Guggenheim Fellowship and the
Pushcart Prizes in fiction and nonfiction. His work has
been published widely internationally and reviewed
widely in such publications as the New York Times, The
Washington Post and The Times Literary Supplement. He is
the former director of the nonfiction writing program
at The University of lowa, and past director of Writing
at Yale-NUS, Singapore. He currently splits his time
between Brooklyn, NY and lowa City.

Graham Jefcoate

Graham Jefcoate was born in England and studied
English and library science in Cambridge and London
though he spent much of his working life abroad. He
is now retired and lives mostly in Chiang Mai. He took
an increasing interest in Thailand when he became
Head of Early Printed Collections at the British

Library in London in 1997 and served as a member of
the committee of the Anglo-Thai Society. In recent
years he has become interested in the life of foreign
communities in early 20th century Siam/Thailand. His
collection Enchanted Land: Foreign Writings about Chiang
Mai in the Early 20th Century was published by River
Books in 2023.

Siang Lu

Siang Lu is the author of The Whitewash an ‘audacious,
stimulating and utterly bonkers’ exploration of
whitewashing in popular culture and Ghost Cities
inspired by the vacant, uninhabited megacities of
China. The Whitewash won the ABIA Audiobook of the
Year in 2023 which starred a cast of fourteen actors. It
also won the Glendower Award for an emerging writer
at the Queensland Literary Awards and was shortlisted
for an NSW Premier’s Literary award. In 2023 he was
named one of the Top 40 Under 40 Asian-Australians
at the Asian-Australian Leadership Awards. Siang
holds a Master of Letters from the University of
Sydney and has written for film and television for
Singapore’s Beach House Pictures and Malaysia’s
Astro network. He is based in Brisbane, Australia and
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia. www.siang-lu.com

Sunisa Manning

Sunisa Manning was born and raised in Bangkok.
She was raised a devout Theravadan Buddhist by
her Thai mom. Half American she moved to the US
for university where she studied literature, creative
writing and became a Tibetan Buddhist practitioner.
She’s worked in many careers spanning social
enterprise with Mae Fah Luang Foundation working

with homeless young people in Melbourne and
teaching at university and high school in California.
Her novel A Good True Thai (2020) is set against the
1970s student uprisings. She researched and wrote
it while living in the US accessing archival and
banned materials from American universities. It was
a finalist for the 2020 Epigram Books Fiction Prize.
In 2024 Sunisa was ordained as a dharma teacherin
the Nyingma lineage of Tibetan Buddhism. She leads
Heart Sangha in Philadelphia USA where she lives
with her family.

Mai Nardone

Mai Nardone is a Thai and American writer. Welcome
Me to the Kingdom, his first book, was a New York Times
Editors’ Choice and long-listed for the PEN/Robert

W. Bingham Prize. His short stories have appeared in
American Short Fiction, Granta, McSweeney’s Quarterly and
Ploughshares. A Bread Loaf, Kundiman, and MacDowell
fellow, he lives in Bangkok.

Tom Vater

Tom Vater is a writer and editor working mostly in
Asia. He has published six crime novels. In 2022 he
sold the film rights to his debut novel The Devil’s Road
to Kathmandu to 108 Media. Tom has written twenty
non-fiction books including the bestsellers Sacred
Skin with Aroon Thaewchatturat and Cambodia: A
Journey through the Land of the Khmer with Kraig Lieb.
Tom’s work has appeared in The Wall Street Journal,

The Economist, The Times, The Guardian, Nikkei Asia, CNN,
Marie Claire, Geographical, Eco-Business, The Mekong
Review and others. He is the Thailand Daily Telegraph
destination expert. He is also the co-author of three
documentary screenplays including the highly
praised The Most Secret Place on Earth a feature on the
CIA’s secret war in Laos. Tom’s latest book Sharkman is
a true crime non-fiction thriller about a kidnapping in
West Africa and tiger sharks in Thailand.

Professor Tony Waters

Professor Tony Waters is a Professor of Sociology

and translator (with his Payap University students)
of the prolific, beloved and pivotal Thai Writer Rong
Wongsavun’s book On the Back of the Dog: The Golden
Sky. The title of the English translation is The Man

from Bangkok: San Francisco Culture in the 60s out

now with White Lotus Books. Currently he is a guest
Professor at Leuphana University, Lineburg, Germany.
Besides translation Tony writes about the sociology
of Myanmar most recently General Ne Win’s Legacy of
Burmanization in Myanmar 2024 with Saw Eh Htoo. He is
currently teaching a Thai-English literary translation
course at Hamburg University and translating King
Rama VI's early twentieth-century tales of the super-
detective Mr. Thong-in on whom it is rumoured Agatha
Christie based Hercule Poirot.



GLEST HUTHORS
Fletcher Babb

Cold Ghost is composer, multi-instrumentalist,
producer and sound designer Fletcher Babb. Fuelled
by curiosity Fletch explores composition as a vehicle
for stories - real and imagined - and uses sound
design and post-production as an extension of

his instrumentation. His new album Red Gold is an
exploration of the Nerang River on the Gold Coast
Australia through sound and song. This project uses
field recording and sound design along with his
detuned nylon stringed guitar and flutes to reflect the
history, stories and flow of the city’s waterways. Fletch
is completely deaf in his right ear from childhood
mumps but his mono ability has never stopped his
exploration of the stereo world. He mixes his own
music using creative workarounds, adapting his
studio skills to ensure a dynamic and complex palette
of sound. Recently, Fletch has had the opportunity

to help design a national songwriting program for
d/Deaf and disabled songwriters through APRA and
AccessArts.

Professor Dr Laksmisree
Banerjee

Professor Dr Laksmisree Banerjee is an International
Sr. Fulbright Scholar & Commonwealth Scholar

in English and a National Scholar/ Gold Medallist

of the University of Calcutta India. She is a multi-
award-winning poet with two International Lifetime
Achievement Awards among several others, a

PhD on John Keats’ Poetry & the Theme of Time, a
prestigious UGC Postdoctoral Research Award for

her pathbreaking work: Comparative Studies through
Literary and Cultural Mappings of World Women Poets. Dr.
Banerjee has been the Indian President’s nominee on
boards of central Universities and a two-time entrant
to the prestigious Yearbook of Indian Poetry in English.
She is a widely published and anthologised global
Indian poet with eleven books of poetry and several
academic publications in the arena of literature and
culture. Dr. Banerjee has taught, lectured and recited
in universities across the world.

Vanessa Barrington

Vanessa Barrington is a creative entrepreneur,
publisher, book coach/editor, brand strategist and
psychic medium with a lifelong love affair of shaping
and sharing stories. Nicknamed ‘The Book Doula’
Vanessa is on a mission to heal the world through
stories. She founded Healing House Publishing in
2023 with the aim to rebalance an industry that
favours everyone but the author. Vanessa holds

a Bachelor of Journalism with majors in creative

writing and contemporary media. She has twenty-
two years of experience spanning broadcast
journalism, publishing, marketing, public relations,
communications, copywriting, brand strategy and
change management. She has perfected the art

of storytelling and crafting content for various
industries and applications over this time. Vanessa
is also the founder of The Book Doula Program, a
comprehensive digital program teaching authors how
to successfully write, publish and promote their first
(or next) book.

Hélder Beja

Hélder Beja is the head of communications for
Doclisboa - International Film Festival and the film
production company Uma Pedra no Sapato. As an
author, editor and programmer, he has worked in
journalism, literature and cinema. With director

Ivo M. Ferreira, he co-wrote the feature film Global
Project and the TV series The American, both soon to
be released. He has written for various publications
in Portugal and Macau. There, he co-founded the
Macau Literary Festival in 2012, serving as its program
director for seven editions. He was editor and deputy
director of the newspaper Ponto Final; editor-in-chief
of the magazine Macau Closer; and coordinator of the
European Union’s Jean Monet Program. He is also
one of the coordinators of the biennial Asia Pacific
Writers & Translators conference and is currently
completing his MA in Anthropology - Visual Cultures
at Universidade Nova de Lisboa.

Associate Professor Sally
Breen

Dr Sally Breen is Associate Professor in creative
writing at Griffith University Australia. She is the
author of the iconic grunge memoir The Casuals and
the neo-noir novel Atomic City. Her short form work has
been published widely with features in Griffith Review,
Overland, Meanjin, Best Australian Stories, The Australian,
The Age, Sydney Review of Books, Hemingway Shorts, The
Guardian and Asia Literary Review among others. She

is a regular contributor to The Conversation. Associate
Professor Breen is executive director of Asia Pacific
Writers and Translators (APWT): sallybreen.com.au

Jhilam Chattaraj

Jhilam Chattaraj is an academic, critic and poet. She
teaches at the Department of English and Foreign
Languages, RBVRR Women’s College, Hyderabad. She
has authored three books Noise Cancellation (2021)
Corporate Fiction: Popular Culture and the New Writers
(2018) and When Lovers Leave and Poetry Stays (2018).
Her works have been published in the Mekong Review,



New Contrast Magazine, One Art Poetry Journal, Calyx, Ariel,
Room, Porridge, Queen Mob’s Tea House, Colorado Review,
World Literature Today and Asian Cha among others. She
received the CTI Excellence Award in Literature and
Soft Skills Development (2019) from the Council for
Transforming India and the Department of Language
and Culture Government of Telangana India. Her poem
‘Sari’ was nominated for the Nina Riggs Poetry Award
(2023). She lives in Hyderabad, India.

Michael Clements

Author and artist Michael M Clements is a multi-
hyphenate American creative with a passion for
storytelling, art and illustration, performance

and entrepreneurship. His book The Bali Paradigm
chronicles his move from America to Bali in prose,
poetry and illustrations. The print version of The
Bali Paradigm is currently available online via Lulu.
com and on Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Ingram:
michaelmclements.com

Luna Sicat Cleto

Luna Sicat Cleto is a fictionist, essayist, poet,
playwright, scriptwriter, and academic. She has
written two novels Makinilyang Altar (2002) and

Mga Prodigal (2010). Renowned stage director Tony
Mabesa directed her one-act play Maternal. She

also wrote scripts for television and short stories
anthologized in various collections. In 2003 she won
the Gawad Chanselor and University of the Philippines
Presidential Distinction awards for creative work.

Her novel Makinilyang Altar won the 2004 Madrigal-
Gonzalez Best First Book Award. Her work Bago Mo Ako
Ipalaot was translated into German by novelist Annette
Hug. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in film and
audiovisual communication at UP Diliman where she
finished her degrees in Master of Arts in Filipino and
Doctor of Philosophy in creative writing in Filipino.
She teaches creative writing and literature and is a
fellow at the Likhaan: UP Institute of Creative Writing.

Joseph Collins

Joseph Collins is an American writer living in
Thailand. He is a retired mental health counsellor and
hospital/hospice Chaplain.

Catherine Cornier-Larose

Catherine Cornier-Larose is the artistic and general
director of the Montreal Poetry Festival. She is also a
poet a Poet in Schools with the organization Les voix
de la poésie and the founder of the Dans ta téte festival.
In addition to being a literary critic and independent
curator Cormier-Larose’s work has been published in
various journals, zines, and anthologies. In 2021, she
co-edited the Anthology of Contemporary Women’s Poetry

in Quebec 2000|2020 with Vanessa Bell, published

by Remue-ménage, and released her poetry collection
Vickie with Fond’tonne. Her debut collection L’avion est
un réflexe court (Del Busso, 2017) will soon be available
in English translation. She has performed and hosted
events across Quebec and internationally.

Philip Cornwel-Smith

Philip Cornwel-Smith is a British writer based in
Thailand which is the main subject of his books

and journalism for publications such as Nikkei, The
Guardian, The Economist and Architecture Asia. He was
founding editor of Bangkok’s first city magazine Metro
(1994). His pioneering book Very Thai: Everyday Popular
Culture has been an influence in Thai arts, design

and media with artists exhibiting the book as an
artefact. His follow-up Very Bangkok re-interprets the
city through subcultures, twenty senses and multiple
perspectives. He has curated exhibitions on Thai
popular culture with Goethe Insitut/TCDC has had
exhibitions of his photography. Very Bangkok was the
subject of the Bangkok Pavilion at the 2021 Countless
Cities biennale in Sicily. He has given talks including
at Wordplay: Bangkok Literary Festival Ghost Art
Triennale Ubud Writers & Readers Festival and again
in Bali as part of the APWT delegation at the Singaraja
Literary Festival 2024.

Sara F. Costa

Sara F. Costa, the ultimate literary wizard, hailing
from Portugal, is not just a poet and writer but also
a translation maestro. With a knack for Oriental
languages and a master’s in Chinese studies

from the University of Minho and Tianjin Foreign
Studies University she’s a true language luminary.
In 2020, she wowed the world with her anthology

of contemporary Chinese poetry, Poética Nao Oficial
(Labirinto Publishing, 2020) a masterpiece she
curated and translated. Sara lights up columns

in the Hoje Macau newspaper. Bagging a Literary
Creation Grant from the Portuguese government in
2021 was just the cherry on top of her literary sundae.
Currently diving deep into the poetic realms of
Camilo Pessanha for her PhD in Portuguese Studies
Sara also moonlights as a guest assistant at ISCAP
- Polytechnic Institute of Porto and sprinkles her
language magic at Babelium the language centre of
the University of Minho.

Antony Dapiran

Antony Dapiran is an Australian-born, Hong Kong
based writer, lawyer and photographer. He is the
author of City on Fire: The Fight for Hong Kong which was
long-listed for Australia’s Walkley Book Award and City
of Protest: A Recent History of Dissent in Hong Kong. Antony
has written and presented extensively on Chinese and



Hong Kong culture, politics and business. His writing
has appeared in The Guardian, New Statesman, The
Atlantic and elsewhere, he’s frequently called upon to
provide expert commentary to global television, radio
and print media. His appearances have included the
Bay Area Book Festival, Bergen International Literary
Festival, Hong Kong International Literary Festival,
Adelaide Writers’ Week, The Economist Open Future
Festival, Chatham House and Foreign Correspondents’
Club Hong Kong, among others. Antony holds an MA
in Literary & Cultural Studies from the University

of Hong Kong and an MFA in writing from Vermont
College of Fine Arts.

Carole David

Carole David was born in Montreal and holds a PhD
in Literary Studies from the University of Sherbrooke.
David received the Prix Emile-Nelligan for Terroristes
d’amour and in 1996, she was awarded the Terrasses
Saint-Sulpice Poetry Prize by Estuaire magazine for
her poetry collection Abandons. Her novel Impala was a
finalist for both the Journal de Montréal Prize and the
City of Montreal Prize. In 1999, her poetry collection

La Maison d’Ophélie was shortlisted for the Governor
General’s Award for French-Language Poetry. In 2011,
she won the Prix Alain-Grandbois for her collection
Manuel de poétique a I'intention des jeunes filles which
was also shortlisted for the Governor General’s Poetry
Award. In 2020, she was honoured with Quebec’s Prix
Athanase-David for lifetime achievement in literature.
Her book The Murdered Woman: A Double Feature has
recently been translated into English.

Nerisa del Carmen Guevara

Nerisa del Carmen Guevara is an associate professor
at UST where she teaches creative writing and is a
resident fellow of the UST Center for Creative Writing
and Literary Studies. She is the author of Reaching
Destination: Poems and the Search for Home. Her poetry
has been featured in international and national
publications and anthologies. Guevara is a featured
artist in the Southeast Asia Performance Collection
launched at the Live Art Development Agency (LADA)
in London. Her performance art Elegies and Infinite
Gestures which she presents as poetry in space have
been exhibited in CPP PERFORMATURA (Manila), SIPA
International Art Festival (Philippines), Biennale Jogja
Equator V (Indonesia), LAPSody (Helsinki), and Grace
Exhibition Space (New York). She was the first Filipino
recipient of the artistic residency ‘Residensi Kelana’.
She was director of the LGBTQIA Virtual Artistic
Residency GlobalGRACE Ph AiR for 2021. Five of her
poems have been translated into Hindi.

Pranita Dewi

Pranita Dewi writes poetry, lyrical prose and short
stories. Her poems have been featured in Kompas,

Koran Tempo, Media Indonesia, Bali Post, Majalah Sastra
Horison, Jurnal BlockNot Poetry, Jurnal Sundih, Jurnal
Sajak, Basa Basi.co, Buruan.co, and various other media
outlets. Her poems have been translated into French
and included in the anthology Couleur Femme (Colour
of Women) as part of the French literary event ‘le
Printemps des Poetes’ (Spring of Poets). Other poems
have been included in the Anthology of Poets from
Singapore - Indonesia. Her poems are part of Wanna
Malai Anthology of Thai - Indonesian literature,
translated into Thai and English by the Jakarta Arts
Council. She has published a solo poetry anthology
titled Pelacur Para Dewa (Prostitutes of the Gods)

with Komunitas Bambu Jakarta. Her second poetry
anthology Nyawa Tinggallah Sejenak Lebih Lama (Soul
Stays a Little Longer) was released in 2024.

Deva Eveland

Deva Eveland’s short fiction has been featured in
publications such as Shanghai Literary Review, Puerto
Del Sol and Alternating Current. He is a member of

the Spittoon Arts Collective, and the founder of the
Spittoon Book Club, which has been meeting monthly
in Beijing since 2017. He also interviews visual artists
for Spittoon Literary Magazine and served as fiction
editor for the web publication Spittoon Monthly. His
latest venture is the Fearless Reader Podcast which
showcases readings by and interviews with living
writers. He currently resides in Bangkok Thailand.

Carole Favre

Carole Favre - made in rural France - escaped at
twenty - kissed seventy countries. Six childhood
memories, fifty-four years of resilience, at least ten
different re-inventions (as much as Madonna) two
overall body transformations (from size 12 to size 6)
three broken hearts (a hurricane of lessons learned
with repeated mistakes) four languages (including
Lithuanian) 2 x 17 min talks: ‘My Assault, My Courage,
My Intuition’ and for something completely different:
‘My Sexy Safari in Bali’ one novel + one poetry book
+ one children’s story to be released soon thirteen x
Adult Bedtime Story Readings one bright idea during
Covid + six months with her parents = fifty episodes
of ‘Travels around My Bedroom’ countless titillating
and arresting performances around Bali thirty-three
vision readings to unleash the dreams of creatives,
zero intention to become a vegan. Carole is a story
healer, reader, teller, speaker, educator. She bridges
generations, genders and cultures.

Brendan Fredericks

Brendan Fredericks. Book head. Book hustler.
Drinker. Word wrangler. Wannabe Muay Thai fighter.
Sometime writer. Publicist. Literary Agent. Director of
BFredericksPR. Born and raised in Balmain he lives in
Sydney Australia. bfrederickspr.com



Vladimeir Gonzales

Vladimeir Gonzales is Professor at the University of
the Philippines Diliman where he teaches creative
writing, literature and popular culture. His works
have received recognition from the Carlos Palanca
Memorial Awards and the National Commission

for Culture and the Arts. He was a writing fellow in
various national workshops (UP in 2002 and 2009,
lyas in 2005, Iligan in 2005). He released two books
under Milflores Publishing House—Isang Napakalaking
Kaastigan and A-side/B-side: ang mga Piso sa Jukebox

ng Buhay Mo. He co-wrote Dulaang UP’s Rizal X in 2011
and adapted the following works for the stage in the
following years: Elevator Action (adaptation of The Dumb
Waiter, Dulaang Laboratoryo, 2012) Pitong Patibong
(adaptation of The Seven Deadly Sins of the Bourgeoisie
Dulaang Laboratoryo 2013), and Adarna (adaptation of
Ibong Adarna Dulaang UP 2013). He regularly updates
his website: vladgonzales.net

Mitch Goodwin

Dr Mitch Goodwin is an author, artist and academic
based in Melbourne, Australia. His research profile
concerns the cultural and ethical implications

of generative Al, emergent media ecologies, and

the gothic turn in millennial techno-culture. An
interdisciplinarian author and speaker, he is a regular
presenter at major electronic arts festivals such as
SXSW Interactive (Austin, USA), EVA Berlin and Open
Fields (Riga Latvia). His writing has been featured in
Rolling Stone, M/C Journal and Frankie Magazine along
with contributions to collected works on David Bowie,
cinematic virtuality, drone aesthetics and digital
culture. His creative works have toured internationally
including MADATAC (Madris), The Lumen (New York)
and IEE VISAP (Baltimore). He is the founding curator
of Screengrab International, Renew Townsville and the
online Al art intervention Slow Down Time. Mitch is a
Liverpool FC fan and a Bowie tragic: mitch.art

Romi Grossberg

Romi Grossberg is a Melbourne-born social worker,
public speaker and author of three books who has
been living in Asia since 2010. Her latest book a
memoir Hip Hop & Hope, One Woman’s Journey in the
Slums of Cambodia was released in August 2024.

Romi has spoken at TEDx Phnom Penh 2011 at SXSW
Austin Texas 2023 and numerous festivals and
international conferences in between. She appears
regularly on television, podcasts and radio including
with Cambodian Princess Soma Norodom. Romi is on
the Management Committee of APWT and Tiny Toones
Cambodia. She is currently living in Thailand working
as a counsellor and in mental health professional
development.

Kawika Guillermo

Kawika Guillermo (they/he) is third generation Filipinx
American. His novel Stamped: an anti-travel novel won
the Association for Asian American Studies Book
Award for Creative Prose. All Flowers Bloom won the
Reviewers Choice Gold Award for Best Fiction/Novel.
His prose-poetry book Nimrods was a Finalist for the
Lambda Literary Award for Bisexual Nonfiction. Kawika
publishes academic work under his patrilineal/

legal name Christopher B. Patterson where he works
as Graduate Chair and Associate Professor at The
University of British Columbia. His books Transitive
Cultures: Anglophone Literature of the Transpacific won
the American Studies Association’s Shelley Fishkin
Prize and Open World Empire: Race, Erotics, and the Global
Rise of Video Games was a finalist for the Speculative
Fictions and Cultures of Science Book Award and the
John Hope Franklin Publication Prize. He’s co-editor of
two forthcoming anthologies Transpacific, Undisciplined
and Made in Asia/America: Why Video Games Were Never
(Really) About Us.

Ramon Guillermo

Ramon Guillermo is the director of the Center for
International Studies (UPCIS) at the University of
the Philippines Diliman. He writes on Philippine
social movements particularly on the dissemination
and reception of their ideas and ideologies using
techniques from translation studies and digital
humanities. He is an associate of the UP Institute of
Creative Writing (UPICW) and an affiliate of the UP
Tricollege Philippine Studies Program as well as of the
UP Intelligent Systems Center (UPISC). He served as
the UP Faculty Regent from 2019 to 2020.

Shelley Hill

Shelley Hill is an emerging writer and has been
journalling through trauma for many years. She is a
member of The Book Doula Program led by Vanessa
Barrington which has enabled her to share her

story publicly. She has previously worked with NSW
Police and as a psychotherapist supporting others
through their trauma. In 2018 a desire to volunteer
with rescued elephants led her to a remote village

in Cambodia where she contacted a deadly form of
Malaria. This has left Shelley with the amputation of
her fingers and toes and grappling with the reality of
living with a disability. She is currently working on her
debut title, a memoir about her experiences.

Indyana Horobin

Indyana Horobin is a PhD candidate at Griffith
University specialising in familial war non-fiction
writing. With a Bachelor of Arts in creative writing
and film analysis and an honours degree in creative
writing Indyana has a robust academic background.



His extensive portfolio includes multiple creative
works, short-listings and academic publications such
as ‘Ginger Cake’ (2024), ‘Insanity Helps’ (2024) ‘Dark
Water (2024) ‘Bad Coffee’ (2023) ‘Chameleon’ (2023)
‘Sharky Stevens’ (2023) ‘Limonka’ (2022) ‘Hashima’
(2021) ‘Dead House’ and ‘Apache Spirit Journey’
(2019). Indyana has also featured at seven academic
conferences and workshops and contributed as a
librettist in the New Opera Workshop 2019.

Tannasub ‘lvy’ Isising

Ivy Isising is a Family Law Attorney and former city
magistrate with degrees in law and accounting. She
is also the mother to three successful men (ages 27,
17 and 15). During her tenure at university, she wrote
and published several short stories with writing
magazines. Since that time, she endeavours to write
occasionally for enjoyment but due to the demands of
her career and family, she has not sought to publish
these latest short stories. She and her partner Joseph
are currently working on a new manuscript together
on a historical topic. lvy is eager to participate in
Heart Water to reinvigorate her writing and improve
her craft as a fiction writer.

Zilka Joseph

Zilka Joseph is an internationally published poet who
has authored six collections. Her work is influenced
by Indian and Western cultures and her Bene Israel
roots and has appeared in journals such as Poetry
Magazine, Kenyon Review Online, Asian Literary Review,

The Bombay Literary Magazine. She was nominated for
PEN and Pushcart awards, been interviewed on NPR/
Michigan Radio and Rattlecast, Rivkush and Culturico
podcasts. The University of Michigan awarded her

a Zell Fellowship, the Michael Gutterman prize and
the Elsie Choy Lee Scholarship. Her book Sparrows

and Dust won a Notable Best Indie Book award. Sharp
Blue Search of Flame and In Our Beautiful Bones were
Foreword INDIES finalists. Sweet Malida: Memories of a
Bene Israel Woman was published in the US in February
and will be published in India in November 2024. She
is a creative writing coach, manuscript advisor and a
mentor to writers in her community.

Bhavna Khemlani

Bhavna Khemlani’s is a university lecturer / teacher,
poet, author, corporate trainer, academic and

creative writing coach, researcher, reiki master
teacher, existential well-being counselling, NLP &

EQ -Mindfulness Practitioner. She is Co-Leader of
Bangkok Women Writers Group - BWWG editing the
anthology Monsoon Midnights. BWWG twenty years
celebration Rhythm of Missing Pieces Anthology was
published in 2021. One of her research projects
received an International Award by the World Research

Council in 2019. Her novels include: The Wagging Tale of
Bliss-Reconnecting, The Classroom - Ashley & her Mystical
Tale, Maples - Rejuvenating Cocktail etc. She edited the
anthologies Gratitude, Good News, & Guidelines. Her
non-fiction short story ‘Love Shack’ was translated in
Khmer Language for the Anthology of Vitheavy 2016.
Currently, she is currently completing her PhD with
Golden Gate University, San Francisco, USA.

Viji Krishnamoorthy

Viji Krishnamoorthy was born in Ipoh to a Hokkien
Chinese mother and a Tamil father who were both

in education, so words have always been a big deal.
Her debut novel 912 Batu Road was published in the
third quarter of 2021. 912 Batu Road was long-listed
for the Dublin Literary Award in 2023. She is currently
working on her second novel.

Inderjeet Mani

Inderjeet Mani has published two novels and nearly
fifty shorter literary works. His thriller Toxic Spirits

is based on his experiences volunteering with hill-
tribes in Thailand’s Golden Triangle. Reactions
reviews, have included ‘A complex and enthralling
international intrigue with a treasure of remarkable
detail’ (Frederick Barthelme) and ‘Mani tells his story
in taut, highly descriptive prose, capturing his Thai
setting’s cornucopia of sights and tastes’ (Kirkus
Reviews). His recent novel The Conquest of Kailash
setin India, England and the US is a tale of cruelty,
marginalization and the struggle to find meaning in
a world of mounting prejudice. Mani was previously
a US-based professor and scientist during which
time he wrote six scholarly books. Mani studied
creative writing at Penn (with Carlos Fuentes) at
Bread Loaf (with Patricia Hampl) and at Harvard (with
Paul Harding). His prior affiliations have included
Georgetown University, Yahoo, Cambridge University,
MITRE, Brandeis University and MIT.

Lucy Marinelli

Lucy Marinelli is an Australian, Bali-based poet and
writer with degrees in creative writing, literature

and creative research. Her recent master’s thesis
Cycling Grief: Repetition as Form in Elegiac Expression
includes the poetry cycle The Rings From Your Fingers
based on her experience of the loss due to intimate
partner homicide. Her writing can be found in Swamp
online, Perth Poetry Festival and on Instagram @
lucymarinell_writer.

Luba Markovskaia

Luba Markovskaia is a Montreal-based literary
translator with a PhD in French Literature from
McGill University. She specializes in translating



poetry, fiction, non-fiction and visual arts essays.
Markovskaia has been shortlisted for several
prestigious awards including the CBC Nonfiction
Prize the Cole Foundation Prize for Translation and the
Governor General’s Award for Translation. She is the
recipient of the John-Glassco Translation Prize and

is actively involved in the literary community serving
on the editorial board of Spirale cultural magazine
and as a board member for the Literary Translators’
Association of Canada.

Joe Milan Jr.

Joe Milan Jr.is a second-generation Korean American
who taught in South Korea for nine years and is the
author of the novel The All-American (W.W. Norton). His
work has appeared in Electric Literature, Literary Hub, The
Rumpus and others: Joemilanjr.com

Piia Mustamaki

Piia Mustamaki is a Finn, a New Yorker and an
academic wanderluster currently located in Abu
Dhabi where she teaches at NYU’s Writing Program. A
Fulbright scholar, she has a PhD in English Literature
from Rutgers University and her research interests
include travel narratives, global south urbanism and
gender and postcolonial studies. Her travel writing
and essays have appeared in Meridian: The APWT
Drunken Boat Anthology of New Writing, Literary Traveler,
Memoir Magazine and Panorama: Journal of Travel, Place
and Nature among others. She guest edited literary
magazine Pratik’s special issue on city writing,

City Diversions. Piia has travelled to more than 120
countries: 100Tworlds.com

Charlson Ong

Charlson Ong has published four collections of short
fiction Men of the East and Other Stories, Woman of
Amkaw and Other Stories, Conversion and Other Fictions,
and Of that Other Country We Now Speak as well as four
novels An Embarrassment of Riches, Banyaga: A Song of

War, Blue Angel/White Shadow and White Lady Black Christ.

He has won the Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for
Short Story in English, the PH National Book Award
for both short fiction and the novel. He has also won
a Filipino Academy of Motion Picture Arts (FAMAS)
Award for Best Adapted Screenplay for Tanabata’s
Wife that he wrote co-produced and co-directed.

He is a board member of Philippine Chapter of the
International PEN.

Kaya Ortiz

Kaya Ortiz is a queer Filipino poet of in/articulate
identities and record-keeper of ancient histories.
Kaya hails from the southern islands of Mindanao
and Lutruwita/Tasmania and is obsessed with the

fluidity of borders, memory and time. Their writing has
appeared in Portside Review, Westerly, Australian Poetry
Journal, Best of Australian Poems 2021 and After Australia
(Affirm Press 2020), among others. Their unpublished
poetry collection Past & Parallel Lives won the 2024
Dorothy Hewett Award and is forthcoming from UWAP
in 2025. Kaya lives and writes on unceded Whadjuk
Noongar country where their name means ‘hello’ in
the Noongar language.

Lizzie Packer

Lizzie Packer is an emerging poet. She is working

on a chapbook manuscript. Based where the sun
sets over the sea on the southern edge of Adelaide
Australia, she is inspired by nature, and the liminal
and numinous aspects of life. She loves to travel. An
experienced freelance writer and editor at Adelaide
College of the Arts Lizzie led the online creative
writing program and teaching and learning resource
development for over a decade until the program
was closed. She developed and implemented the
writing stream in the Flinders University Bachelor of
Communication and Professional Writing. She taught
in both programs.

Sujata Parashar

Sujata Parashar is a bestselling novelist, short-story
writer and poet. Sujata Parashar became widely
popular with her Pursuit series and has so far written
thirteen books across genres. Most of her books
celebrate feminine power while focusing on women’s
issues. A Master’s in Human Rights, Sujata, has a rich
and diverse work experience. Apart from authoring
bestsellers, she is also a psychosocial trainer and
the founder of a talk-therapy based platform The
Talk-1t-Out-Express a platform to enhance emotional
wellbeing. She’s also the Vice-President of WICCI

Arts Leadership Council, (Delhi). Sujata has received
several awards including the prestigious PVLF Author
Excellence Award 2022 for her nonfiction Going Solo -
Raising Happy Kids.

Murielle Paviet-Fanolliet
Murielle Paviet-Fanolliet is an experienced marketing,
communications and engagement director with

a successful track record in consulting positions
and in-house roles including as Head of Corporate
Communications for WSP and Co-Regional Director
for QLD. Results-driven professional with a passion
for people, business and operations underpinned by
storytelling, content marketing and client excellence.
Proven expertise in helping SMEs listed companies
and startups in the engineering, professional
services and IT sectors, to create impactful
communications to engage audiences, win work and
attract talent. Passionate about brand storytelling



ESG communications and investor/employee
relations such as Annual/ESG/Sustainability Reports,
Reconciliation Action Plans and Employer Value
Propositions. Demonstrated success as a C-Suite
Advisor elevating executive and company profiles by
bringing humanity, authenticity and simplicity to all
communications.

Meher Pestonji

Meher Pestonji is a journalist writing on street-kids,
housing rights, communalism issues while covering
theatre and art. She has published short stories and
novels Mixed Marriage and Parsi Stories, Pervez and Sadak
Chhaap. Her play Piano for Sale was staged in Bombay
and Delhi in 2005-06. Her second play Feeding Crows
won the South Asia segment of the BBC/British
Council Radio Playwriting Contest in 2008. Her latest
play Turning Point was performed on Zoom in 2021
with cast spread over three cities. Meher has poems in
international anthologies including Fin Hall’s ‘I Ache
in the Places | used to Play,’ Mark Lippman’s ‘Dissent’
and Marissa Prada’s ‘American Graveyard’. In 2023
she published her first collection Poems followed by
an anthology of anti-war poems Can Poetry Halt War.
2024 saw the publication of Being Human in a War Zone
with stories set in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria, Sudan,
Iran, Tibet, Bosnia, exploring the life of an ordinary
citizen when their country is at war.

Adam Pettet

Adam Pettet is an Australian writer, editor and
academic. He has published two collections of

poetry and has published both nationally and
internationally including Antipodes the official journal
of the American Association of Australasian Literary
Studies, Oxford Poetry, The Australian Poetry Anthology,
World Literature Today and Dazed & Confused Magazine.
Pettet has performed and chaired panels at various
festivals including The Brisbane Writers Festival, The
National Young Writers Festival and The Queensland
Poetry Festival of which he was assistant director
from 1997 - 2000. As cofounder and senior editor of
Bareknuckle Books Pettet edited four collections of
poetry and two anthologies one of which was included
in The Australian newspapers Book of the Year and a
collection of short stories by award-winning author
Venero Armanno. He is currently a sessional teacher at
Griffith University and Administration Officer for Asia
Pacific Writers and Translators: agpettet.com

Renee Pettitt-Schipp

Renee Pettitt-Schipp’s work with asylum seekers

in detention on Christmas Island and the Cocos
(Keeling) Islands inspired her first collection of
poetry The Sky Runs Right Through Us (UWA Publishing)
which was shortlisted for the Dorothy Hewett

manuscript award, the CHASS Australia prize and
won the WA Premier’s Literary Award for an Emerging
Writer. Renee’s non-fiction work about the islands
The Archipelago of Us was released in June 2023 by
Fremantle Press. Renee currently lives in Western
Australia’s Great Southern region.

Kadek Sonia Piscayanti

Kadek Sonia Piscayanti is a writer, producer,
playwright, lecturer and researcher. She is the founder
of the Mahima Community and the Mahima Indonesia
Foundation, which promotes literacy and literature
in Singaraja, North Bali. She has published several
literary works, including the poetry anthology Burning
Hair the short story anthologies Karena Saya Ingin
Berlari (Because | Want to Run) and Perempuan Tanpa
Nama (The Woman Without a Name) as well as the
play Jayaprana Layonsari dan 11 Kisah Ibu (Jayaprana
Layonsari and 11 Stories of Mothers). She has been

a speaker and performer at various conferences

and festivals including the Oz-Asia Festival, the

Asia Pacific Writers and Translators conference in
China and Macau and the Dwijing Festival in India.

In 2023 she founded the Singaraja Literary Festival
that celebrates the richness of classical literature
from the past and adapts it to various media making
it accessible as knowledge within a contemporary
context.

Kian Ronay

Kian Ronay graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Griffith University in late July of 2024 with a
major in strategic communication and a minorin
digital media production. Kian has received three
awards for academic excellence. He also accepted
membership into Golden Key International Honour
Society for the top 15 percent in the Asia Pacific
region. In 2023 Kian participated in an international
exchange program, studying at the University of
Oslo in Norway. He reflects on this period as being a
pivotal and life-changing experience that enhanced
his worldly knowledge and brought his dreams

of overseas travel into reality. Kian currently lives
between Tugun on the Gold Coast and Brisbane where
he works casually while waiting to commence full-
time employment in 2025.

Neville Sarony

Neville Sarony’s first novel The Dharma Expedient
featured the enigmatic Major Max Devlin, published
in 2012 by Vajra Books, became a best seller in Hong
Kong. Devlin’s Chakra is the sequel and the third book
in the trilogy. The Chakrata Incident goes back to the
start of Devlin’s encounters with the Chinese and
Indians on behalf of Nepalese and Tibetans. The first
two novels and his memoir Counsel in the Clouds are



available in Nepali editions. Neville moonlights as a
KC in the Hong Kong legal system and contributes
political commentaries to on-line publications such
as EJ Insight and Asia Times.

Sudeep Sen

Sudeep Sen’s prize-winning books include Postmarked
India: New & Selected Poems (HarperCollins), Rain, Aria
(A K Ramanujan Translation Award), Fractals: New

& Selected Poems | Translations 1980-2015 (London
Magazine), EroText (Penguin), Kaifi Azmi: Poems | Nazms
(Bloomsbury), Anthropocene (Pippa Rann), and Red.
Influential anthologies he’s edited, include: The
HarperCollins Book of English Poetry, Modern English Poetry
by Younger Indians (Sahitya Akademi) and Converse:
Contemporary English Poetry by Indians. Translated into
twenty-five languages, Sen’s words appear in the TLS,
Newsweek, Guardian, Observer, Independent, Telegraph,
Harvard Review and others. He is the editorial director
of AARK ARTS & editor of Atlas. The Government

of India awarded him the senior fellowship for
‘outstanding persons in the field of culture/literature.’
Sen is the first Asian honoured to deliver the Derek
Walcott Lecture and read at the Nobel Laureate
Festival: sudeepsen.org

Menka Shivdasani

Menka Shivdasani, a Mumbai-based writer, has five
collections of poetry, including Frazil (1980-2017), and
The Seven Queens: Sindhi Folktales Retold in English Verse.
She is co-translator, Freedom and Fissures (Sahitya
Akademi), an anthology of Sindhi Partition Poetry, and
editor of a SPARROW anthology of women’s writing.
She has also edited The BigBridge Book of Contemporary
Indian English Poetry, which originally appeared as

two online anthologies for the American e-zine, www.
bigbridge.org. A widely published poet, her work has
been represented in the SYBA English Literature
textbook of the University of Mumbai. Menka’s awards
include the inaugural WE Eunice de Souza Award
2020, and Ethos Literary Award 2019. Menka is Co-
Chair, Asia-Pacific Writers and Translators. She has
been organising annual poetry festivals since 2011 for
the global movement 100 Thousand Poets for Change.
In 1986, she co-founded the Poetry Circle in Mumbai.
Her book Love is the Only Finality: Sindhi Dohiras by
Sachal Sarmast (1739 - 1827) with Mohan Gehani is
expected soon. menkashivdasani.in

Anita Thomas

Anita Thomas is a Singapore-based author, producer
and storyteller who experiments with various forms of
expression. Her work includes books, films, websites,
photography, animation, comics, cartoons, music

and hybrid variations. Anita is the author of three
published books. Chapters of her recently completed
memoir feature in the anthologies ACE Il (2022) and

ACE IV (2023): Arresting Contemporary Stories by Emerging
Writers (Recent Work Press). Anita has conducted
workshops and participated in panels at regional
literary festivals. She has worked with children as

an artist-in-residence at the United World College

of Southeast Asia. She co-designed and maintains
SingaporeforKids (2004 - present) and has had
extensive experience working with corporates and
non-profits in advertising, film, television, design and
public relations. aathomas.biz

Renee Thorpe

Renee Thorpe born USA, 1959. BA University of HK.
Residing in Indonesia and Hong Kong. Poet, short
fiction writer, travel writer and graphic artist.

Dr Ryan Thorpe

Dr Ryan Thorpe is an associate teaching professor
and teaches humanities and writing courses at the
University of Michigan-Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Joint Institute. He also serves as the director of its
academic writing program and its writing center. He
is the Yuli Ming Endowed Professor of Writing and is
the executive director of Inkwell a literary collective

in China. He has written columns for The Global
Times, China Daily and Sixth Tone and has published
in numerous literary journals. His first scholarly
book Teaching Second Language Creative Writing was
published in 2021 by Routledge. Three fantasy novels
The Willows, Arcadian Midnight and The Warden were
published by Aethon Books. He has won grants

from the National Science Foundation the US State
Department and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. He is currently working on a new textbook
series Writing Through Revision for Anthem Press.

Rolando B. Tolentino

Rolando B. Tolentino is faculty of University of the
Philippines Film Institute and former dean of the UP
College of Mass Communication. He has taught at the
Osaka University, National University of Singapore
and University of California, Berkeley. His research
interests include Philippine literature, popular
culture, cinema and media, interfacing national and
transnational issues. He writes fiction and creative
non-fiction and is a fellow and former director of

the Likhaan: UP Institute of Creative Writing. He was
head of the National Committee on Cinema and
Commissioner for the sub-commission on the Arts of
the National Committee for Culture and the Arts and
board member of the Film Development Council of
the Philippines. He is a member of the Manunuri ng
Pelikulang Pilipino (Filipino Film Critics Group) Pinoy
Media Center (PMC) Center for People’s Development
and Governance (CPDG) and Philippine Solidarity and
Education Tours (PSET).



Maude Veilleux

Maude Veilleux is a writer and interdisciplinary
artist from Beauce, Quebec, whose work explores
the boundaries of writing, digital literature and
performativity. She has published several poetry
collections and novels and her work has been
showcased in numerous institutions and festivals
across Canada, Europe and West Africa. Recently Le
Marchand de feuilles published an anthology of her
poetic works.

Mags Webster

Mags Webster was born in Britian but now lives in
Perth on the lands of the Whadjuk Noongar people
of Western Australia. Her poetry, reviews, academic
papers and essays have appeared in various
anthologies and literary journals in Australia, the
UK, Asia and America. In 2011, Mags’ poetry book The
Weather of Tongues (Sunline Press) won Australia’s
Anne Elder Award for best debut collection. Her next
collection Nothing to Declare (Puncher & Wattmann)
was shortlisted in Australia’s 2021 Prime Minister’s
Literary Awards. Her third collection Salt & Sulphuris to
be published by Puncher & Wattmann.

Rebecca Weldon

Rebecca Weldon is based in Thailand. Having grown
up in Laos, she followed her interest in linguistics
and material culture, returning to work in Thailand
in 1981. She has spent over forty years helping
communities develop museums and programs for
preservation, communication and enrichment of the
arts. Working with the Mae Fah Luang Art and Cultural
Park and temple museums, close ties with artists
and writers enabled sharing significant aspects of
creative culture, giving meaning to the evolution of
local heritage in Northern Thailand. Although her
only published work is in the museum field, she has
written many collections of poetry, a memoir and is
working on a trilogy of novels, based upon historical
characters in 20th century Laos and Thailand.
Speaking and reading local languages, helping to
translate and facilitate research, has also allowed
her to organise lectures and exhibitions for foreign
residents and visitors.

Marion Wrenn

Marion Wrenn is a poet, essayist, media critic, and
cultural historian. Her work has appeared in APR, The
Georgia Review and elsewhere. She is executive director
of Writing at NYU Abu Dhabi and long-time co-editor
of The Painted Bride Quarterly.

Shen Xingzhou (JoJo)

Shen Xingzhou (JoJo) is a poet, playwright and

artist. She has published one bilingual (Chinese and
English) book of poems Hui in Hong Kong and Taiwan.
Her script Breathe Me was adapted into a physical
theatre by Hong Kong Youth Arts Foundation. In 2023,
she wrote a solo act i #FFA iwowatashi and performed
in Yokohama International Performing Arts Meeting
(Tokyo, Japan). Shen Xingzhou studied English at
Shanghai International Studies University, obtained
her first master’s degree in visual culture studies
from The Chinese University of Hong Kong, and her
second master’s degree in fine arts at Goldsmiths,
University of London.



FEATURE ARTISTS
DJ ERI

DJ Eri has created open-format sets and live
performances with versatile moods and expressions
since 2016. She seeks genre-fluid blends unbound

by BPM with worldwide finds in the rhythms of
Soundscapes, Soul, Disco, Funk, Jazz, Reggae, Booty
House, Electro, Breakbeat and more. ERI also fosters
collaborations in audio and visual productions with
regional multi-medium artists in Southeast Asia
always with the binds of music. The former Darker
Than Wax core member (2017-2023) is based in Kuala
Lumpur working as a creative producer and talent
scout for budding visual and performance artists.
Her latest project under the moniker M4IM (Music

4 Interrupted Minds) explores music compositions
and sound. DJ Eri will be joining us at the Heart Water
official dinner and concert event.

Huen Nataya

The Thai traditional fusion band is part of Huen
Nataya, a local Chiang Mai music and performance
company dedicated to traditional performances,
including music, dances and rituals from the
North of Thailand and beyond. Huen Nataya offer a
contemporary music fusion sound with traditional
Thai instruments. Huen Nataya will be joining us at
the Heart Water official dinner and concert event.

Rock Me Band

Rock Me Band are a blues-rock band from Chiang

Mai Thailand. A group of friends who have grown

up together as musicians and are passionate

about music especially blues & rock. Their goal in
forming the band was to produce a debut album

and eventually they did - It Takes Times featuring the
single ‘Tattoo Boy’. Rock Me Band loves performing
with energy. The sound of six strings powerful enough
to make everyone enjoy the vibe. Rock Me Band will
feature at the APWT Readings at Pappuu House.

Kru Ta

Kru Ta has been leading the meditation and

yoga classes at Kalm Village since they started

their wellness program. With a background in
graphics and motion design his parallel passion

is yoga and meditation practice. He holds a BFA

in communication design from Parsons School

of Design, NYC. He is a certified yoga teacherin
Anusranga, Rocket, and Restorative yoga. His teaching
is a balance between gentle Restorative movement
and dynamic Rocket yoga.



‘Be like water making its way
through cracks. Do not be
assertive, but adjust to the
object, and you shall find a
way around or through it.

IT nothing within you stays
rigid, outward things will
disclose themselves.’

— Bruce Lee
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APWT is an international literary
network dedicated to raising the
profile of Asia Pacific literatures
around the world. APWT advocates
for its members in a series of
initiatives culminating in a showcase
conference in a different city in the
Asia Pacific bi-annually.




Bangalore, India
Macau, China

Gold Coast, Australia
Bali, Indonesia
Guangzhou, China
Manila, Philippines
Singapore

Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok, Thailand
Perth, Western Australia
Hong Kong, China
New Delhi, India

Bali, Indonesia

Become a member



What is APWT?

Asia Pacific Writers and Translators (APWT) is an
independent not-for-profit international literary
network dedicated to raising the profile of Asia Pacific
literatures around the world. Now in its 14th year,
APWT is the region’s longest running and largest
literary program of its kind. With a proven track record,
APWT is a platform dedicated to developing the
careers of those in the creative writing and publishing
industries, creating a network for long-lasting
international partnerships, publication opportunities,
collaboration and promotion.

What does APWT do?

The core business of APWT is its international
showcase conference held in a different city in the Asia
Pacific bi-annually. Previous APWT events have been
held in India, China, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia,
Singapore, Philippines, Macau and Hong Kong. APWT
also offers the opportunity for quality publication
outcomes. In the past we have partnered with Griffith
Review, TEXT, the Bengaluru Review and Joao Roque.
In 2020 we released our first book length publication
Meridian — the APWT Drunken Boat Anthology of New
Writing featuring 37 voices from over 14 countries. The
book is available for sale on our website:
apwriters.org/store

APWT Membership

APWT is a membership organization — financial
membership provides access the full gamut of APWT
services and the international network. Membership is
available to individuals — writers, translators, editors,
academics, publishers and other industry affiliates
whether established or emerging. Membership is
offered at various levels including student concession
and to institutions who wish to partner with us. For
more information on APWT membership or to sign up
please visit our website:
apwriters.org/become-a-member

Benefits of APWT Membership

« Monthly curated newsletter featuring APWT news
and initiatives, member profiles and publication and
competition opportunities with a specific focus on
the Asia Pacific

+  Member profile on our website database

« Ability to post on our Facebook group page with an
international reach of over 5.1K members

« Entry to member restricted publication initiatives
with our partners

+ Discounted registration to our annual events

« Priority programming at our annual events

«  Curated member profiling on social media and in
our monthly newsletter
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