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WELCOME
MESSAGE

WELCOME FROM APWT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DR SALLY BREEN

It’s been three very long years since we last
saw each other at #APWT2019 Bridging
Worlds with Words in Macau - little did

we know then that that part of the world
would be the epicentre of intense global
attention as the pandemic spread with
lightning speed generating tragic deaths
and much heartache across the world.

The pandemic also resulted in a wave of
anti-Asian sentiment - bringing into clear
and brutal focus the undercurrent of racist
attitudes still gripping and holding hostage
many people, countries and cultures. In
this unenviable context APWT seeks to act
as a counterpoint - an organisation that
has dedicated itself to promoting voices
from the Asia Pacific to the world. Since
founding director Jane Camens established
APWT at the Ubud Writers and Readers
Festival in 2007 our gatherings have
represented the power of positive global
interaction, connection and exchange -

an act of defiance and reconciliation as
important as it’s ever been. We invite you,
our wonderfully talented and diverse range
of participants from over fifteen countries
and territories including Australia, India,
Malaysia, Thailand, UAE, Singapore, UK,
Vietnam, United States, Philippines, France,
New Zealand, Iran, Portugal and Hong Kong
to embrace the inclusive spirit of APWT
and run with it. We know the connections
you’ll make here will send ripples of good
faith around the world. Thank you for
joining us. I'd also like to thank our hosts
for going above and beyond in supporting
this event - the leadership team of Alliance
University and faculty of Alliance School

of Liberal Arts, the APWT Management
Committee (Eve Stafford, Scott Kay,

Romi Grossberg, Sreedhevi lyer, Jennifer
Mackenzie, Liz Packer, Rochelle Potkar and

Menka Shivdasani for your dedication,
brilliant ideas and sound guidance - our
Chair Ravi Shankar for your genuine care
and support and of course my wonderful
core events team - Hélder Beja (there is no
doubt you and I are a literary manifestation
of Batman and Robin), Aaron Chapman

for his nuanced and artistic vision, Gillian
Hagenus for her unfailing onto it-ness and
the volunteer team from Alliance. Legends
all. Please enjoy APWT and this chance to
be together again. In the words of an Aussie
rock star gone but not forgotten - nothing
can tear us apart.

Dr Sally Breen
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WELCOME FROM APWT CHAIR

DR RAVI SHANKAR

Whenever | think of Asia Pacific Writers &
Translators (APWT), | smile because our
continued existence is nothing short of

a literary miracle. | attended the very first
proto festival in 2008, a symposium called
‘Asia-Pacific Writing the Future’, which

was co-hosted by the Indian Institute of
Technology (1IT) and held workshops on
creative writing and literary translation, run
at the Indian Academy of Letters in Shimla
and Jamia Millia University in Delhi. How
apt to be returning nearly fifteen years later
back to India to survey the distance we
have covered and celebrate our gathering
together in person again for the first time
since the pandemic.

Much of our energy has been spent
planning this year’s festival, never quite
certain if it would happen, and it’s not
without significant assistance from our
partners the leadership team at Alliance
University and faculty of Alliance School of
Liberal Arts that we are pulling this off, so

I would like to thank them on behalf of the
entire APWT Management Committee and
our members around the world. I'd also like
to thank Eve Stafford, our secretary, and
Sally Breen, our intrepid executive director,
in addition to our entire committee.
Sometimes, because we all live around the
world respectively, I'm required to awaken
at 5 AM to catch a meeting, but I'm always
keen to do so because those connections
sustain me and the conversation and
planning that goes into our events, our
conference, and calls for publication make
me feel like I’'m doing truly necessary work
in helping support global literature.

Our reading series, IsoBreak, recorded

its 20th episode in January, and the
archive of those events have become
instant classics. Some of the readings
have been viewed over 10,000 times and

we have been getting messages from
educators and students about the utility

of the work for the classroom. Maybe it’s
not surprising that in a moment of such
extreme polarization and insularity that
having a truly international reading series
like IsoBreak is rare, but truly | can think of
no other series that has had contributors
from Hong Kong, Malaysia, Australia, India
and Afghanistan sometimes all on together
for the same reading! My thanks to the

New York Writers Workshop for supporting
this endeavour and for its director, Tim
Tomlinson, for sometimes stepping into MC
the proceedings when I've been away.

In 2022 APWT writers also kicked off the
Ubud Writers and Readers Festival in
Indonesia, appeared on panels at the AWP
conference in Philadelphia in the United
States, and edited work for a future issue of
the acclaimed journal Pratik. Our crowning
achievement will be Writing Outside the
Frame, our annual conference in Bangalore,
which will be a chance for us to return
together after the pandemic, stronger than
we were before. In many ways | think of the
mission of APWT, in my own life, as writing
beyond the frame; I've met writers who
have become friends outside the context
of publishing; I've worked on translations
with Japanese and Greek poets, even
though | speak neither of those languages;
I’'ve met members of APWT in Mumbai and
New Zealand, stayed at the house of one in

Dhaka, and composed poems with others
in the shadow of the oracle of Delphi in
Greece.

These memories are what my life in

letters consists of, the moments | want to
preserve in amber, the friendships | want
to continue to nurture, not because it helps
my career, but because this extraordinary
fellowship of writers from around the world,
often working outside of institutional
frames, care deeply for one another. I've
never felt this support more keenly than
when my memoir Correctional came out
this year; APWT members were among

my first readers, editors, fans and the

first to congratulate me when the book
was shortlisted for the Connecticut Book
Awards or launched at Harvard Book Store.
Cordelia in King Lear confessed, ‘Unhappy
that | am, | cannot heave my heart into my
mouth, and | feel similarly dumb-struck
thinking about how to express what this
organization has meant to me. Let me

just say I'm deeply grateful for all of you
and for this year's conference which
promises to be among the most innovative
and provocative programming APWT has
ever done and welcomes to our stage 2022
International Booker Prize, Geetanjali Shree,
former Paris bureau chief for the Financial
Times, Victor Mallet, Chinese dissident
novelist Ma Jian, among many other
internationally renowned and emerging
international and Indian writers. As we

say in Tamil Nadu, where my parents are
from, Vanakkam! Welcome! May this be an
inspired and creative time together.

Dr Ravi Shankar




WELCOME FROM ALLIANCE UNIVERSITY

DR ANUBHA SINGH

The School of Liberal Arts, Alliance
University is proud to partner with Asia
Pacific Writers & Translators Inc. and

host APWT 2022. The Asia Pacific Literary
Festival will be held on November 28,29 &
30, 2022 amidst the welcoming idyll of the
Alliance campus.

It gives us immense pleasure as we look
forward to an event that brings together
writers and translators from various walks
and stages in life, from renowned and
award winning authors to budding talents
exploring new and fresh ideas and forms
to the same stage. This collaboration fills
us with great excitement and anticipation
not just for the community at Alliance but
also for the larger community of students,
academics, writers, artists, intellectuals
and social actors who will draw from the
richness of literature, arts and culture all
brought to a location in conversation with
each other.

The theme for this festival is ‘Writing
Outside the Frame’. To shine the spotlight
on voices lying outside the usual frame of
the literati, the festival will bring together
exhilarating confluence of styles, genre,
modes and mediums of literature that
evade convention.

The University, celebrating its silver
jubilee year, is one of the leading private
universities in India, and is located in
Bangalore, the IT and culture hub of India.
Begun as a leading business school, the
University has reshaped itself as a liberal
arts institution with an inter-disciplinary
and trans-disciplinary focus.

Alliance University continues to reimagine
the idea of the Indian university as a hub

of art and culture. The festival helps further
Alliance’s vision to become the Cosmopolis
- a public sphere throbbing with ideas

and debates to make Bangalore truly
cosmopolitan and bring together the best
of educational traditions and philosophies
from world cultures in conversation with
the cosmopolitan nature of not just present
day but the city of yore, with a confluence of
rich histories of trade, diversity of cultures,
arts, and literature for several hundred
years. In doing so, the University attempts
to explore new ways to approach the
desires, problems, needs thrown up present
day global life.

The partnership between Alliance and APWT
will foster an atmosphere where individuals
and stakeholders from various walks of
life can collaborate to make literary and

cultural works speak to experiences of
collective living. Such a collaboration will
lead to reimagining the ways in which
education is thought of and acquired in
practice with focus on reading and writing
supplemented with rich dialogues between
multiple creative forces. It will also create
much needed new avenues for talented
writers and translators of the Asia Pacific
region for publicising their work.

The Indian subcontinent once had a history
of ancient seats of learning that explored
path breaking new ideas, bringing together
diverse fields ranging from mathematics
to literature to statecraft. Today by forging
such an association the University hopes
that reflections about literary forms and
social ideas can flourish by drawing on the
rich cultures and intellectual traditions of
the Indian subcontinent and its relations
with the rest of Asia.

| welcome you to join us for an immersive
festival experience!

Dr Anubha Singh
Vice-Chancellor
Alliance University







MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER

EVENT PROGRAM

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM
9:00 - 9:30 Opening Proceedings The Grove 1:50 - 2:50 Keynote 2: Rochelle AlImeida The Grove
The Year the World Was Mine
9:00 - 9:10 Welcome by Alliance University
3:00 - 4:15 Afternoon Panels The Grove
9:10 - 9:20 Welcome by Asia Pacific Writers &
Translators Panel 2 o Marshall Gass The Cube
New Frontiers in
9:20 - 9:30 Traditional Welcome by Chenda Speculative Fiction
Melam Inderjeet Mani, Saraswati Nagpal,
Allen C. Jones, Ziaul Hasan
9:30 - 10:20 Opening Address: Is There an Devdutt Pattanaik The Grove
Indian Approach to Management? Panel 3 Piia Mustamaki The Pulpit
10:00 — 11:45 M ing P | City Diversions
. . orning Panels Antony Dapiran, Tom Doig, Roland B.
Panel 1 Menka Shivdasani  The Cube Tolentino, Sally Breen
Publishing India Panel 4 Joey Baquiran The Room
Indian Novels Collective: Ashwani Creative Writing Classroom:
Kumar, Arindam Roy, The Remix
Bitan Chakraborty, Neeta Gupta Joe Milan Jr, Jhilam Chattaraj,
Creative Showcase 1 Shinie Antony The Pulpit Anitha Devi Pillai
Poetry in Motion Workshop 2 Mihir Vatsa The Workshop
Jose Varghese, Amit Shankar Saha, Creative Nonfiction Workshop
Marshall Gass, Rebecca Vedavathy
Book Launches The Grove
Creative Showcase 2 Jake Sandtner The Room Writing Around the World
Patting the Shark: Surf Writing Sara F. Costa, Siddharth Dasgupta
In Conversation with Tim Baker
. 8:00 - late APWT Reading Event Ravi Shankar Daddy Bar
10:30 -12:00  Workshop 1 ' ' Suthirth De The Workshop Vinita Agrawal, Shinie Antony, 963 12th Main
The Art of Indian Calligraphy Joey Baquiran, Sudeep Sen, Sally Road,
11:45 - 12:00 Morning Tea Breen, Sara F. Costa, Joe MiIgnJr., Indiranagar
Anand Thakore, Deedle Rodriguez
12:00 - 1:00 Keynote 1: Victor Mallet The Grove Tomlinson, Rebecca Vedavathy,
River of Life Rochelle Potkar
1:00 - 1:45 Lunch

B

[=]

SCAN TO BOOK
WORKSHOPS &
DINNER EVENT

10 WRITING OUTSIDE THE FRAME
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TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER

TIME

SESSION / SPEAKERS

HOST

ROOM

TIME

EVENT PROGRAM

SESSION / SPEAKERS

HOST

ROOM

9:30 - 10:00

Morning Tea on arrival

1:30 - 2:45

Afternoon Panels

10:00 - 11:15

Morning Panels

Panel 5

Still Mauled but Constructive
Lives: Writing through Trauma
Ravi Shankar, Anita Thomas,
Puneeta Roy

Shelley Kenigsberg

The Cube

Panel 7

Take Me On:

Global Publishing and
Agency Representation

Kiriti Sengupta, Sonali Pattnaik,
Jayapriya Vasudevan

Anna Solding

The Cube

Panel 6

Between Cultures: Writing in
Foreign Environments

Dean Kerrison, Victor Mallet,
Rochelle Almeida

Suzanne Kamata

The Pulpit

Panel 8

Ignite the Fire:

Writing and Activism

Irom Sharmila, Ma Jian, Meher
Pestonji

Hélder Beja

The Pulpit

Creative Showcase 3

Women Writing India
Annapurna Devi Pandey, Gayatri
Lakhiani Chawla, Anjana Menon,
Tanvi Srivastava, Shruti Sareen

Rochelle Potkar

The Room

Creative Showcase 4

Hybrid Writing:

Writing Beyond Type

Sudeep Sen, Sholeh Wolpé, Aaron
Chapman, Gopika Nath

Allen C. Jones

The Room

10:30 - 12:00

Workshop 3
You’re the Boss:
Writing as a Business

Vanessa Barrington
- The Book Dhoula

The Workshop

1:30 - 3:00

Workshop 4

An Afternoon of Story Time with

Vikram Sridhar

Vikram Sridhar

The Workshop

Book Launches
Writing Around the World

The Yearbook of Indian Poetry - Vinita
Agrawal, Sudeep Sen, Ravi Shankar

The Grove

Book Launches

Writing Around the World
Mani Rao, Helen Burns, Malachi
Edwin Vethamani

The Grove

11:20 - 12:30

Keynote 3:
Cities | Used to Visit

Tom Doig

The Grove

2:45 - 3:10

Afternoon tea

12:30 - 1:20

Lunch

SCAN TO BOOK
WORKSHOPS &
DINNER EVENT

12 WRITING OUTSIDE THE FRAME

3:15 - 4:20

Keynote 4:
China Dream

Ma Jian in

conversation with

Antony Dapiran

The Grove

7:30 - 10:00

Dinner and Cultural Showcase
With a feature performance from
Cold Ghost, Mystic Vibes and
Sholeh Wolpé

Bengaluru
Marriott Race
Course Hotel

APWT INDIA 2022 13



WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER

EVENT PROGRAM

TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM TIME SESSION / SPEAKERS HOST ROOM
9:30 - 10:00 Morning Tea on arrival 11:15 - 12.45 Workshop 6 Suthirth De The Workshop
The Art of Indian Calligraphy
10:00 - 11:15 Morning Panels i .
Creative Showcase 5 Vinita Agrawal The Grove
Panel 9 Sanchit Toor The Cube Poetry India o
Writing, Translating and Menka shlvdasanl, Dipika )
Publishing Mukheqee,AﬁabYusufShglkh
Neeta Gupta, Divya Joshi, Anand Thakore, Divya Joshi
Tanvi Srivastava 12:30 - 1:10 Lunch
Panel 10 Tim Tomlinson The Pulpit
Handmade Toys: 1:15 - 2:30 Afternoon Panels
The Power of the Short Story . .
Linh Dinh, Saeed Ibrahim, Cre.a.tlve Shov.vcase 6 Smeetha Bhoumik  The Cube
Anna Solding, Jose Varghese Writing As B.rldges
A poetry reading presented by The
Panel 11 Melissa Robertson ~ The Room WE Literary Community.: Sonali
Siren Songs: Pattnaik, Somrita Urni Ganguly,
History, Heritage and Myth Jhilam Chattaraj, Mani Rao
Helen Burns, Shreekumar Varma, .. . .
Shubhrangshu Roy Panel 15 Piia Mustamaki The Pulpit
You Are Here:
Workshop 5 Sudeep Sen The Workshop The Power of Place
Re-Reading, Micro-Editing Siddharth Dasgupta, Rochelle
and Performance Potkar, Amit Shankar Saha
A Poetry Masterclass R .
Creative Showcase 7 Deedle Rodriguez The Room
11:15 - 12:30 Mid-Morning Panels Between Two Oceans: Tomlinson
India to the Philippines
Panel 12 Joe Milan Jr. The Cube Shreekumar Varma, Gayatri
What’s Taboo for You? Lakhiani Chawla, Roland B
Courage in Writing Tolentino, Joey Baquiran
and Publishing
Tim Tomlinson, Linh Dinh, Malachi Bo9kLaunches The Grove
Edwin Vethamani, Sara F. Costa ertlpg Arour?d the World B
Inderjeet Mani, Meher Pestonji,
Panel 13 Dr Ravi Shankar The Pulpit Saeed Ibrahim
Stages, Screens and Streets: i
Writing Across-Art Forms 3:00 - 4:00 Closing Address: The Grove
Saraswati Nagpal, Somali Panda, Tomb °,f Sand
Benjo Kazue, Dhiman Sengupta Geetanjali Shree
Panel 14 Liz Packer The Room 4:15 - 5:00 APWT Anpual General Meeting The Grove
Outside the Lines: Writing for AII fmanmal members of APWT are
Kids, Teens and Parents invited to attend
Sujata Parashar, Suzanne Kamata 7:00 - Habba: Concert and Cultural Alliance
Showcase - Co-presented by University
Alliance University
14 WRITING OUTSIDE THE FRAME 7:00 - Informal Drinks and Dinner 1522 The Pub

Residency
Road
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PANEL 1
PUBLISHING INDIA

‘Getting published in India is

like reaching the top of Mount
Everest without oxygen masks,
novelist Swapnil Pandey once said
-and many authors would agree.
While India is the third-largest
publisher of English language
books in the world, the industry

is highly fragmented, competitive
and dominated by academic
publishing, as an Association

of Publishers of India and EY-
Parthenon study points out. In
such a scenario, independent
publishers play a vital role in
bridging the gap between writers
and their audiences, despite
hurdles such as rising production
costs and low visibility. Ashwani
Kumar, Arindam Roy, Bitan
Chakraborty and Neeta Gupta
speak to Menka Shivdasani about
the challenges and opportunities
they face as publishers in post-
pandemic India and what it is that
keeps them going despite all the
obstacles.

Monday 28 November
10:00 - 11:45
The Cube

18 PANEL DESCRIPTIONS

PANEL 2
NEW FRONTIERS IN
SPECULATIVE FICTION

From sparkly vampires to the
zombie apocalypse (again), the
mysteries of space and time travel,
alternative histories, dystopian
visions and hybrid genre fusions,
speculative fiction, the most
highly imaginative of genres, has
held readers in thrall for centuries.
And more recently as the prospect
of the end of the world might

not be just a fictional fantasy

but highly nigh, our appetite

for these narratives has risen

at unprecedented levels - spec

fic now being the most popular
genre across art form platforms
in the world. In this panel authors
working in various speculative
realms, Inderjeet Mani, Saraswati
Nagpal, Allen C. Jones and Ziaul
Hasan discuss their approaches
with host author Marshall Gass
asking where to next?

Monday 28 November
3:00 - 4:15
The Cube

PANEL 3
CITY DIVERSIONS

Can one write ‘in a linear way
about and in cities? Teju Cole
and Alexandar Hemon claim

one cannot because cities are
‘necessarily non-linear spaces.’
Panelists discuss the non-linear
diversions cities force and ignite
and the creativity, tolerance and
historical traces and traumas

that bring about those diversions.

Writers Tom Doig, Roland B
Tolentino, Antony Daprian and
Sally Breen in discussion with
fellow writer Piia Mustamaki.

Monday 28 November
3:00 - 4:15
The Pulpit

PANEL 4
CREATIVE WRITING
CLASSROOM: THE REMIX

Writing workshops aim to arm
students with the ‘craft’ necessary
to improve their work. However,
the model inherited from the lowa
Writer's Workshop, where a group
of students critiques a single

(and silent) writer's work while
under the direction of a knowing
published leader, is facing heavy
criticism. Canadian writer Douglas
Glover has likened it to ‘the blind
leading the blind.’ Anecdotes
abound of writers breaking down
in tears and fleeing their programs
after getting ‘workshopped.
Writers like Mathew Salesses
(Craft in the Real World) and
Felicia Rose Chavez (The Anti-
Racist Writing Workshop) argue
this form of the workshop is
oppressive and ineffective to
many, including writers of color.
Join our panelists in a discussion
about what forms of workshops we
facilitate and participate in that
work to subvert that oppression.
What other ideas are we deploying
or developing to help our students
improve their creative work?

Monday 28 November

3:00 - 4:15
The Room
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PANEL 5

STILL MAULED BUT
CONSTRUCTIVE LIVES:
WRITING THROUGH
TRAUMA

Psychologist Elaine Scarry posits
that suffering and physical pain
‘does not simply resist language
but actually destroys it, bringing
about an immediate reversion to
a state anterior to language.’ If
that’s the case, how are writers
meant to delve into trauma in a
way that’s both personally healing
and collectively edifying? Join our
award-winning panellists as they
discuss bibliotherapy, radical
empathy and healing through the
arts, using excerpts from their
own work and such writers as
Joan Didion, Siddharth Dhanvant
Shanghvi and Frank McCourt.
Multicultural authors, educators,
and activists Ravi Shankar, Anita
Thomas, and Puneeta Roy in
conversation moderated by Shelley
Kenigsberg.

Tuesday 29 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Cube

20 PANEL DESCRIPTIONS

PANEL 6

BETWEEN CULTURES:
WRITING IN FOREIGN
ENVIRONMENTS

Travel writer Pico lyer once
famously wrote that, ‘we travel,
initially, to lose ourselves; and we
travel, next to find ourselves .. we
travel to bring what little we can,
in ourignorance and knowledge,
to those parts of the globe whose
riches are differently dispersed.’
The writers on this panel
complicate and contradict this
notion via their own writing and
experience: emerging Australian
fiction writer Dean Kerrison lives
and writes in Georgia; bilingual
scholar Dr. Anitha Devi Pillai has
written about the Indian diaspora
in Singapore; NYU professor Dr.
Rochelle AlImeida works as an
international freelance writer and
prolific travel blogger and Hong
Kong-based Victor Mallet was the
former Paris bureau chief for the
Financial Times and a journalist,
commentator and author with
more than three decades of
experience in Europe, Asia, the
Middle East and Africa. Hosted

by Pushcart Prize nominee and
American author living in Japan,
Suzanne Kamata.

Tuesday 29 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Pulpit

PANEL 7

TAKE ME ON: GLOBAL
PUBLISHING AND AGENCY
REPRESENTATION

The digital revolution and other
technological advancements
have meant that publishing in
the 21st century is perhaps more
diverse than it’s ever been with

a mix of big ticket commercial,
independent and self-published
players and a plethora of journals
offering access and greater
possibilities of global reach. But
securing an agent or a book deal is
still a challenging task especially
when space to be heard and
visibility in mainstream media

is shrinking. Join Kiriti Sengupta,
Sonali Pattnaik and Jayapriya
Vasudevan in conversation with
Anna Solding as they discuss

the challenges and joys of their
various enterprises and who
catches their attention and how.

Tuesday 29 November
1:30 - 2:45
The Cube

PANEL 8
IGNITE THE FIRE:
WRITING AND ACTIVISM

George Orwell famously identified
four motives for writing: sheer
egoism, aesthetic enthusiasm,
historical impulse and political
purpose. The last two certainly
motivate the work of authors Irom
Sharmila, Indian civil rights and
political activist and poet; Meher
Pestonji, a Mumbai-based veteran
journalist writing and fighting for
the rights of the oppressed since
the 1970s and Chinese dissident
author Ma Jian, whose books

have been forbidden in his home
country for decades. What triggers
the impulse to write under the
line of fire? And how to keep going
when jail and exile are among

the consequences? Moderated by
APWT MC member and journalist,
Hélder Beja.

Tuesday 29 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Pulpit
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PANEL 9
WRITING, TRANSLATING
AND PUBLISHING

‘Translators, we are told, want to
translate, love to translate. Do they
love to translate, or love in order
to translate?’ asks theorist Robert
Young, inquiring into the task of
the translator. A translator’s job,
however, only comes to fruition in
conversation with or resistance
against many other factors apart
from the love that governs both
the source and target literary
cultures. Writer-translators

Divya Joshi and Tanvi Srivastava
discuss the position of translated
literature within the target literary
sphere with publisher Neeta
Gupta. Moderated by Sanchit Toor,
this panel will consider questions
of the networks influencing
translation or vice versa, asking
whether translators translate

to publish or publish in order to
translate.

Wednesday 30 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Cube

22 PANEL DESCRIPTIONS

PANEL 10
HANDMADE TOYS:
THE POWER OF THE
SHORT STORY

The late Australian author Frank
Moorhouse once described the
particular power of short story
as, ‘like a good conversation, a
sexual encounter with a stranger
that turns out to be surprisingly
good or a beautiful handmade
toy.’ On this panel celebrated
short story writers share their
opinions on conjuring the
unparalleled intensities the form
offers. How does one balance the
narrative elements of implication,
suggestion and ambiguity while
also building a world rich enough
for the reader to enter into? Join
Linh Dinh, Saeed Ibrahim, Anna
Solding and Jose Varghese in
discussion with host author Tim
Tomlinson.

Wednesday 30 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Pulpit

PANEL 11
SIREN SONGS: HISTORY,
HERITAGE AND MYTH

The rich tapestry of history
provides setting, character,
descriptive detail, allusion

and depth to the work of these
international writers who will
discuss their methods and means
of perceiving. Join Australian
novelist and spiritual voyager
Helen Burns who has just written
Andal’s Garden about the only
8th century Tamil woman poet/
saint and embodiment of bhakti;
Shreekumar Varma and storyteller
and poet Shubhrangshu Roy,
who has written a speculative
fiction based on wisdom from
the ancient Indian Upanishads.
The conversation will delve into
how myth, folklore and cultural
legacy help to shape stories and
reconfiguring them helps add
dimensionality to our own work.
Hosted by Melissa Robertson.

Wednesday 30 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Room

PANEL 12

WHAT’S TABOO FOR YOU:
COURAGE IN WRITING
AND PUBLISHING

Joyce Carol Oates, who knows a
thing or two about writing books,
and selling them, says there’s
power in writing about taboos, that
there’s beauty in the forbidden,
and a guaranteed readership for
topics that have been repressed.
But there’s always been danger in
writing about taboos, too, perhaps
now more than ever; can you spell
‘cancel culture? What’s Taboo

for You invites us all to consider
the dark topics that both compel
and frighten us. It confronts the
questions: who gets to write what,
and where does one draw a line?
Our panellists, Linh Dinh, Malachi
Edwin Vethamani, Sara F. Costa
and Tim Tomlinson will share
their ideas about taboos and their
experiences in exploring them.
Host: Joe Milan Jr.

Wednesday 30 November
11:15 - 12:30
The Cube
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PANEL 13

STAGES, SCREENS AND
STREETS: WRITING
ACROSS ART FORMS

The power of words erupts in our
lives in various ways, not just
between the covers of books.
From stage plays, film scripts,
songwriting, digital experiments,
the DIY worlds of zines and
collaborative fusions between art
forms the writers on this panel
bring words to life beyond the
traditional page. Be inspired to
diversify the boundaries of your
practice with multidisciplinary
artists Saraswati Nagpal, Somali
Panda, Benjo Kazue, Dhiman
Sengupta in conversation with
host Dr Ravi Shankar.

Wednesday 30 November
11:15 - 12:30
The Pulpit

24 PANEL DESCRIPTIONS

PANEL 14

OUTSIDE THE LINES:
WRITING FOR KIDS,
TEENS AND PARENTS

Sujata Parashar, and Suzanne
Kamata write across genres and
for several different audiences.
Amongst other themes, a
common thread through their
work is female empowerment.
These accomplished authors
with multiple publications and
diverse skills and experience

will share short excerpts from
their work and what motivates
them to write what they write.
The panellists will discuss what
Outside the Lines means to them
what Outside the Lines means to
them, what is important to them -
potentially - controversial content,
political content, censorship or
self-censorship, non-compliance
or nonconformist behaviourin
author or subject, woke cancel
culture, gender identity and
disability in storytelling for
children.

Wednesday 30 November
11:15 - 12:30
The Room

PANEL 15
YOU ARE HERE:
THE POWER OF PLACE

We inhabit places. Places inhabit
us. They live inside our skin,
building citadels and civilizations
of memory. Is place in literature

a descriptive rhetorical pattern
for an ideational function, an
entrapment of memory, or a
futuristic blueprint? Panelists
Siddharth Dasgupta, Rochelle
Potkar and Amit Shankar Saha
will discuss the metaphysical and
visceral-visual stimuli of place
and space in imagined worlds
and actual settings with Piia
Mustamaki.

Wednesday 30 November
1:15 - 2:30
The Pulpit

APWT INDIA 2022
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CREATIVE
SHOWCASE
DESCRIPTIONS



CREATIVE SHOWCASE 1
POETRY IN MOTION

The publication of an innovative,
finely crafted poem, or indeed
poetry collection, is a cause

for celebration, not only on its
appearance in the world, but as
recognition of the detailed and
complex work that has gone

into its creation. What is the
process, the backstory, behind
the realisation of an aesthetic?
Four poets, Jose Varghese, Amit
Shankar Saha, Marshall Gass, and
Rebecca Vedavathy, discuss the
dynamic between poetic process
and the work on the page.

Monday 28 November
10:30 - 11:45
The Pulpit
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CREATIVE SHOWCASE 2
PATTING THE SHARK:
SURF WRITING

Surfing has the capacity to push
the human body to its limits,
creating experiences that dance
on the edge of the extraordinary,
moments writers and surfers alike
have been attempting to articulate
since the late 18th century and

in ancient Polynesian myths and
chants for millennia. Something
once considered to be a frivolous
aquatic pursuit, an exotic curio,

is now recognised as serious
athleticism and transcendental
therapy, which makes us wonder
— what do we write about when we
write about surfing? And what are
the fundamental elements that
make for compelling surf-writing?
In our search for purpose, self-
discovery, and freedom, surfers
look toward the sea. And in the
hope to discover just who we are,
it's in the vivid and transformative
moments among waves that

life seems to make most sense.
Including readings from Tim’s
latest book Patting the Shark
(2022), panellists Tim Baker and
Jake Sandtner reflect on surfing
and why we write about it, while
discussing the allegorical idea of
surf-practice as a hero’s journey.

Monday 28 November
10:30 - 11:45
The Room

CREATIVE SHOWCASE 3
WOMEN WRITING INDIA

Through hyphenated identities,
sometimes across the diaspora,
sometimes through the heartland,
Indian writing cuts through
regions, continents, time periods
and landscapes. What is so
specific about the ink, pen, and
page of an Indian woman’s
musings? What leitmotifs and
themes does she return to in

her pennings and why, as she
defies and redefines borders of
community, class, religion, caste,
and race while challenging age-old
systems and traversing socio-
economic and political scenarios?
Panellists Annapurna Devi Pandey,
Gayatri Lakhiani Chawla, Anjana
Menon and Tanvi Srivastava will
reflect on writing as women, if
gender-signifiers mean anything
in a literary world of flux, and their
syntax of anchorage, in discussion
with Rochelle Potkar.

Tuesday 29 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Room

CREATIVE SHOWCASE 4
HYBRID WRITING:
WRITING BEYOND TYPE

From intricate textiles to operatic
liberatti, the works created by
these internationally acclaimed
panelists push the boundaries

of creative expression beyond

the page. Join a conversation
about hybridity, future vision

and the sculptural quality of the
word. Iranian American poet,
playwright, and PEN-awarded
literary translator, Sholeh Wolpé,
Australian graphic designer,
photographer and installation
artist, Aaron Chapman, Indian
textile designer, fiber artist, writer
and teacher, Gopka Nath and
acclaimed Indian poet, translator,
editor and artist, Sudeep Sen,

the first Asian to be invited to
participate at the Nobel Laureate
Week in St. Lucia. Moderated by
Allen C. Jones.

Tuesday 29 November

1:30 - 2:45
The Room
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CREATIVE SHOWCASE 5
POETRY INDIA

India is not simply a country; it is
arich and varied subcontinent and
colorful imaginative mindset as
this smorgasbord of exceptional
Indian poets demonstrates.

Join Menka Shivdasani, Dipika
Mukherjee, Aftab Yusuf Shaikh,
Anand Thakore, Divya Joshi on
stage and in conversation with
each other. Between them, they
have published over 25 books,
won the Rabindranath Tagore
Literary Prize, the WE Eunice de
Souza Award, the Neev Book Award,
and the Esteemed Artist Award
(DCASE) from the City of Chicago,
received grants from The Ministry
of Human Resource Development
and The Charles Wallace India
Trust and written novels, children’s
books, poetry collections, edited
anthologies, founded presses and
performed Hindustani classical
music around the world. Hosted
by Usawa Literary Review poetry
editor, Vinita Agrawal.

Wednesday 30 November
11:15 - 12:30
The Grove
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CREATIVE SHOWCASE 6
WRITING AS BRIDGES

Good writing has a profound
impact on people, lives, hearts,
worlds and the best writing is a
bridge, roaring through hearts
with our shared humanity. There
are worlds out there one may
visualise and almost see and feel
but words are required to trace
their contours and bring them
into being. Words are expressive,
powerful reinforcements, akin to
the steel and concrete of bridges,
filling up an idea, giving it shape,
and holding up new worlds. A dire
necessity in a world incessantly
torn apart by divisive forces.
Panelists Sonali Pattnaik, Somrita
Urni Ganguly, Jhilam Chattaraj and
Mani Rao reflect on the writer’s
and poet’s role in establishing
bonds through writing, in
discussion with Smeetha
Bhoumik.

Wednesday 30 November
1:15 - 2:30
The Cube

CREATIVE SHOWCASE 7
BETWEEN TWO OCEANS:
INDIA TO THE PHILIPPINES

Ang sarap! Nalarku! These are
phrases that describe sheer
deliciousness from Tagalog to
Tamil and during this yummy
conversation, we will have more
delectable interconnection
between the Philippines and

India. Both countries have diverse,
ancient literary traditions and
contemporary authors Shreekumar
Varma, Gayatri Lakhiani Chawla,
Roland B Tolentino and Joey
Baquiran will perform and discuss
their own creative work in a spirit
of convergence and divergence,
resistance to colonial histories
and the sanctity of song and
family. Pull up a chair to dine on

a plateful of metaphoric pinoy
pakoras, tasty lyric and narrative
morsels handmade from across
the ocean. Hosted by Filipina
American writer and program
manager of the New York Writers
Workshop, Deedle Rodriguez
Tomlinson.

Wednesday 30 November

1:15 - 2:30
The Room
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WORKSHOP 1 & 6
THE ART OF INDIAN
CALLIGRAPHY WITH
SUTHIRTH DE

The art of calligraphy has been
around for centuries and its
popularity shows no signs of
waning. In this workshop, we

aim to sensitise participants to
the nuances and importance of
letterforms in written, drawn,

and print formats. This will be an
interactive session, comprised of a
presentation and talk followed by a
hands-on demonstration. After the
talk and demonstration, we’ll have
an ‘ask the expert’ session, where
participants can interact with the
experts one-on-one. Topics covered
include: how printing came into
existence and how letterforms
changed from a utilitarian role to
a form of artistic expression and
modern art; the development of
typefaces and their use in digital
mediums. Finally, we will discuss
the possible challenges in the
times ahead for lettering arts and
if the form can survive in its full
glory into the future.

Monday 28 November
10:30 - 12:00
The Workshop

Wednesday 30 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Workshop

WORKSHOP 2
CREATIVE NON-FICTION
WITH MIHIR VATSA

In writing creative non-fiction
manifests in multiple genres
such as biography, autobiography,
travelogue and narrative
journalism. The term non-fiction
carries a connotation of ‘truth’, a
belief the narrated events are real.
However, creativity encourages

us to examine these seemingly
rigid values against the ideas

of relativity, allowing truth to
become nuanced, experiential,
and fluid. The creative non-fiction
workshop, conducted by award-
winning author Mihir Vatsa, is
designed to develop critical and
creative perceptions. Participants
will undertake an exercise in
spatialization - to conjure spaces
out of a single, geographical place
- utopic, realistic or dystopic;
personal, general or esoteric.
Besides creative writing produced,
the exercise’s larger goal is for
the participants to examine their
positions, biases, prejudices
which lead them to create the
spaces they do.

Monday 28 November

3:00 - 4:15
The Workshop
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WORKSHOP 3

YOU’RE THE BOSS -
WRITING AS A BUSINESS
WITH VANESSA
BARRINGTON

It’s time to let go of that old
archetype of being a broke writer!
In this workshop marketing and
publicity leader and book coach,
Vanessa Barrington, will share
today’s best book marketing
secrets. You’ll learn how to build

a personal brand and author
platform and attract a fan base of
readers so you can sell more books
and make an impact by sharing
your story. A comprehensive
marketing and publicity based
workshop for emerging or
established authors alike.

Tuesday 29 November
10:00 - 12:30
The Workshop
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WORKSHOP 4

AN AFTERNOON OF
STORYTIME WITH
VIKRAM SRIDHAR

How about sitting in a circle,

close to the performer while
watching and listening to stories
as the sun shines brightin a
performative way . The afternoon-
time performance of storytelling
will explore tales from various
genres from personal to folklore,
from mythology to heritage

and travel across the Indian
subcontinent. Spread over an hour,
the event’s stories will bring in
emotions of love, valor, humour
and joy. Rooted in the desi way of
storytelling when the stage was
anywhere: from under a tree to a
lakebed, to the rooftops of houses,
the performance will be unplugged
in its nature.The interactive and
improvisation-based storytelling,
which is a form devised and
developed by Vikram Sridhar

will bring the audience into the
stories and make them travel

into its world. The tales have been
collected by Vikram through his
15+ years of research, travel and
interactions.

Tuesday 29 November
1:30 - 3:00
The Workshop

WORKSHOP 5
RE-READING, MICRO-
EDITING & PERFORMANCE:
POETRY MASTERCLASS
WITH SUDEEP SEN

Re-Reading, Micro-Editing &
Performance is a concentrated
masterclass-workshop that will
focus on one poem-in-progress
(20 lines or less) by each of

the participants which will

be submitted and circulated
beforehand to all). I will introduce
the idea of re-reading text, the
subtle but essential micro-
editing required to get the poem
to its final form — both for print
publication and for reading out
loud. The final edited text will be
used further to hone the reading
and performative aspects of

the written text — its variation
and cadence; its word texture,
modulation and oral delivery.
The finished poems of the
participating writers will also be
published in a literary magazine
that | am on the editorial board of.
But most importantly, it is about
the joy of writing and reading.
We shall all have fun together,
creatively.

Wednesday 30 November
10:00 - 11:15
The Workshop

HABBA: CONCERT AND
CULTURAL SHOWCASE
- CO-PRESENTED BY

ALLIANCE UNIVERSITY

In a nod to the spirit of Habba -
the Kannada word for festival, we
bring a festival of culture to cap
off the APWT meeting of minds
at Alliance. Hearty guffaws with a
local stand-up comedian followed
by musical performances with
some eclectic Indian bands that
intricately weave Indian and
Western sounds to delight your
sound palate.

Wednesday 30 November
7:00 - late
Bengaluru Marriott Race Course Hotel

SCAN TO BOOK
WORKSHOPS &
DINNER EVENT
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DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

Devdutt Pattanaik writes on mythology
which he defines as cultural truths
revealed through stories, symbols and
rituals. He lectures on the relevance of
both Indian and Western myths in modern
life. In the last twenty-five years, he has
authored and illustrated over fifty books,
including Book of Ram and Dharmic
Leadership. Known for his TED talk and his
TV shows such as Devlok and Business
Sutra, he is a regular columnist for reputed
newspapers like Times of India and Dainik
Bhaskar. A medical doctor by training, He
spent fifteen years working in the pharma
and healthcare industry. However, over
the past decade has been fully immersed
in exploring mythology and sharing its
wisdom with the world.

GEETANJALI SHREE

Winner of the 2022 International Booker
Prize Geetanjali Shree also known as
Geetanjali Pandey, is an Indian Hindi-
language novelist and short- story writer
based in New Delhi, India. She is the author
of several short stories and five novels.

Her 2000 novel Mai was shortlisted for

the Crossword Book Award in 2001 and

its English translation by Nita Kumar

was published by Niyogi Books in 2017.

In 2022, her novel Ret Samadhi (2018)
translated into English as Tomb of Sand

by Daisy Rockwell won the International
Booker Prize - she is the first Hindi writer
to win the award. Described as ‘a triumph
of literature’ Tomb of Sand is a family saga
set in northern India that tells the story

of an eighty-year-old woman who slips

into a deep depression at the death of her
husband, then resurfaces to gain a new
lease on life. Her determination to fly in the
face of convention - including striking up
a friendship with a hijra person - confuses
her bohemian daughter, who is used to
thinking of herself as the more ‘modern’

of the two. To her family’s consternation,
Ma insists on travelling to Pakistan,
simultaneously confronting the unresolved
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trauma of her teenage experiences of
Partition and re-evaluating what it means
to be a mother, a daughter, a woman and
feminist. Rather than respond to tragedy
with seriousness, Geetanjali Shree’s
playful tone and exuberant wordplay
results in a book that is engaging, funny,
and utterly original, at the same time as
being an urgent and timely protest against
the destructive impact of borders and
boundaries, whether between religions,
countries, or genders.

MA JIAN

Award Winning Dissident Chinese Author
Ma Jian was born in the Chinese city of
Qingdao in 1953. He started his careeron a
more traditional path, at a petrochemical
plantin Beijing, before deciding to become
a photojournalist. In the 1980s, he began
hanging out in the Chinese capital’s
underground literary and art scene and
took up painting again—a childhood

love that was interrupted by the Cultural
Revolution. He also started writing. His first
book, 1988’s Stick Out Your Tongue inspired
by his travels in Tibet, thrust him onto

the world stage and caught the attention
of Chinese censors. All copies of the book
were destroyed. Since then, none of his
books have been allowed to be published
in China. His 2009 novel Beijing Coma
told the story of the Tiananmen Square
protests of 1989 from the point of view of
the fictional Dai Wei, a participantin the
events left in a coma by the violent end of
the protests. Described by the Financial
Times as ‘an epic yet intimate work that
deserves to be recognised and to endure
as the great Tiananmen novel’. His latest
work is without a doubt, another political
statement. China Dream - a phrase
borrowed directly from Xi who commonly
uses it to describe a ‘great rejuvenation

of the Chinese nation’ is a scathing,
dystopian novel that follows a fictional
Chinese provincial leader as he works to
replace people’s dreams with government
propaganda. A fierce proponent of free
speech and artistic freedom Ma refuses

to stand down and told Time Magazine in
2019 ‘I have never allowed myself to not
write something for fear of consequences;
that would be the death of literature in my
mind.

ROCHELLE ALMEIDA

Rochelle Aimeida is a Professor of
Humanities in Liberal Studies at New York
University and a Senior Associate Member
of St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford,
UK. She holds a PhD in English from the
University of Bombay and a Doctor of Arts
degree from St. John’s University, New York.
She has taught Writing in the US, UK, India
and in Tashkent, Uzbekistan as a Fulbright
Senior Research Fellow. She is the author
of Originality and Imitation: Indianness

in the Novels of Kamala Markandaya, The
Politics of Mourning: Grief-Management in
Cross-Cultural Fiction and Britain’s Anglo-
Indians: The Invisibility of Assimilation.
She has co-edited Global Secularisms in a
Post-Secular Age, Curtain Call: Anglo-Indian

Reflections and has individually edited Goa:

A Post-Colonial Society Between Cultures.
A fictional memoir entitled The Year The
World Was Mine: An Anglophile Hits a Half-
Century is her latest book. An international
freelance writer, she divides her time
between Connecticut and Bombay.

TOM DOIG

Dr Tom Doig is a creative non-fiction

author, investigative journalist and scholar.

He has written two books about the 2014
Hazelwood mine fire disaster: Hazelwood
(2020) and The Coal Face (2015). Hazelwood
was a finalist for the 2020 Walkley Book
Award and the 2021 Ned Kelly Awards, Best
True Crime. The Coal Face was joint winner
of the 2015 Oral History Victoria Education
Innovation Award. Dr Doig has also written
a humorous travel memoir Moron to
Moron: Two men, two bikes, one Mongolian
misadventure (2013). He is the contributing
editor of Living With the Climate Crisis:
Voices from Aotearoa (2020). He is working

on a book about preppers, climate activists
and other subcultures of imminent
collapse, titled We Are All Preppers Now.

VICTOR MALLET

Award Winning Journalist Victor Mallet

is a journalist, editor, commentator and
author with more than three decades of
experience in Europe, Asia, the Middle East
and Africa. Most recently Paris bureau chief
of the Financial Times his previous posts
include south Asia bureau chief in New
Delhi, bureau chief in Madrid, Asia editor
in Hong Kong, and Paris correspondent.

He twice won the Society of Publishers in
Asia award for opinion writing. In India, he
was twice awarded the Ramnath Goenka
Award for Excellence in Journalism as

a foreign correspondent, first for a 2012
feature about the rise of Narendra Modi and
later for a weekend magazine cover story
on the Ganges. His latest book is River of
Life, River of Death: The Ganges and India’s
Future (2017) is described as ‘essential
reading for those that care about rivers
and environmental issues in India’ and his
highly praised analysis of the south-east
Asian industrial revolution and the 1997-
98 Asian financial crisis The Trouble with
Tigers - The Rise and Fall of SouthEast Asia
(1999) was described as, The most frank,
readable and detailed account available

in the English language of the political,
economic, environmental and cultural
changes sweeping through south-east
Asia’
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AARON CHAPMAN

Aaron Chapman is an artist and writer
whose work is motivated by space,
memory, and architecture, often
considering the concept of ‘home’ and

its psychological impact. Chapman’s
work has appeared at the Centre for
Contemporary Photography, HOTA Gallery
and Tweed Regional Gallery. He is a past
finalist in the Moran Contemporary
Photographic Prize, the Australian Life
Photography Competition, and Perth Centre
for Photography’s CLIP Award where he
received a judge’s commendation award.
Recently, Chapman’s work was selected
as a finalist in the Josephine Ulrick & Win
Schubert Photography Award, as well as the
inaugural Wollumbin Art Award. His poetry
and prose has appeared in international
publications and Australian literary
journals. See his work at:
aaron-chapman.com

AFTAB YUSUF SHAIKH

Aftab Yusuf Shaikh started writing at the
age of eight and has since written over

two hundred poems. He writes in English
and Urdu. His first novel The Library Girl

was published in 2017 for which he was
adjudged the Ne8x Author of the Year 2019.
In 2019, The Karadi Tales Company, Chennai,
published his first picture book for children
titled Letters To Ammi as a part of their

Cities Series which was shortlisted for the
prestigious Neev Book Award 2020. He has
published two volumes of poetry, namely
Tehzeeb Talkies and Mominpura.

Award-winning California writer Allen
C.Jones has an MFA in poetry from the
University of New Mexico and a PhD in
English from the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette. He presently serves as associate
professor of literature at the University

of Stavanger in Norway. His novel Her
Death Was Also Water is forthcoming from

MidnightSun Publishing, and his fiction
and poetry appear widely in print and
online, most recently at Plume and Mudlark.
Find more of his work at: allencjones.com

AMIT SHANKAR SAHA

Amit Shankar Saha is an award-winning
short story writer and poet. He is the author
of three collections of poems and has co-
edited a collection of short stories. He has
been a delegate writer at literary events of
Sahitya Akademi, Unmesha: International
Literature Festival, Apeejay Kolkata Literary
Festival, Ethos Literary Festival, Valley of
Words, Yercaud Poetry Festival and Anantha
- A Festival of Poetry. His works have been
included in Best Indian Poetry 2018, the
Yearbook of Indian Poetry in English (2020,
2021) and Converse: Contemporary English
Poetry by Indians. His works have appeared
in magazines, journals and anthologies
nationally and internationally.

ANAND THAKORE

Born in Mumbai in 1971, Anand Thakore
grew up in India and in the United
Kingdom. He has spent most of his life
in Mumbai. His published collections of
poetry include Waking In December (2001),
Elephant Bathing (2012), Mughal Sequence
(2012), Selected Poems (2017) and Seven
Deaths and Four Scrolls (2017). A Hindustani
classical vocalist by training, he has
devoted much of his life to the study,
performance, composition and teaching
of Hindustani vocal music. He received
musical instruction for many years from
Ustad Aslam Khan, Pandit Baban Haldankar
and Pandit Satyasheel Deshpande. He is
the founder of Harbour Line, a publishing
collective, and of Kshitij, an interactive
forum for musicians. He holds an MA in
English Literature and is the recipient

of grants from The Ministry of Human
Resource Development and The Charles
Wallace India Trust. He lives in Mumbai
and divides his time between writing,
performances, and teaching music. His
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fourth collection of verse Seven Deaths and
Four Scrolls was recently shortlisted for The
Jayadeva National Poetry Award.

ANJANA MENON

Anjana Menon thrived as a business
journalist working in multiple markets
including Singapore and London with
Bloomberg News, breaking some of the
biggest business stories for the newswire.
She returned to India as one of the founder-
editors of the award-winning newspaper
Mint and then ran the business news
channel for NDTV networks before setting
up her own content strategy consultancy
Content Pixies. She has published

with both Penguin Random House and
HarperCollins. Onam in a Nightie: Stories

from a Kerala Quarantine was a bestseller on
The New Indian Express books list, a must
read on Scroll.com’s list and No.1 bestseller
on Amazon.in, in the travel and humour
sections. The book has gone into its second
reprint. She is a widely published columnist
and her writing appears in the edit pages
of The Economic Times. Anjana divides her
time between Delhi and London. She can be
found digitally: @menonanj

ANNA SOLDING

Anna Solding is a writer, editor and
publisher. Her novel The Hum of Concrete
was nominated for six awards, including
the Commonwealth Book Prize. She is

the founder and managing director of
MidnightSun Publishing, an Adelaide based
publishing company, and the co-founder
and co-director of The Australian Short
Story Festival. MidnightSun’s picture books
have received high praise from reviewers
for their innovative style and content.

Anna is passionate about unearthing new
Australian talent.
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DR. ANNAPURNA
DEVI PANDEY

Dr. Annapurna Devi Pandey teaches cultural
anthropology at the University of California,
Santa Cruz. She holds a PhD in sociology
from Jawaharlal Nehru University and a
post-doctorate in social anthropology from
Cambridge, UK. Her research interests

are Indigenous women’s movements in
Odisha and immigrant women’s religious
identity-making in the Diaspora in
California. Annapurna Pandey is the author
of numerous publications on Indigenous
women’s activism, entrepreneurship, and
empowerment in India and the Indian
diaspora. Dr. Pandey recently completed

a senior Fulbright US Scholarship

working in India. She is an accomplished
filmmaker (Homeland in the Heart; The Myth
of Buddha’s Birthplace (with Prof. James
Freeman) and most recently, Road to Zuni,
which has received multiple national and
international awards.

ANITA THOMAS

Sections from Singapore-based Anita
Thomas’ forthcoming book Coda: His

Final Solo will be published in the 2022
anthology ACE IIl: Arresting Contemporary
Stories by Emerging Writers (Recent Work
Press) supported by the Australasian
Association of Writing Programs and the
Australian Short Story Festival. Camera

& Quill is a collection of thirty-one of her
photographs transposed into poems by
poet Neil Daswani. Senserly, Amako - a
journal-memoir she wrote and illustrated

- comprises found content, episodic text
and varied narrative styles, while the
workshops developed around it for lit- tests
extend to a soundtrack, animation, comic
strip panels and a helium-inflated flying
shark. As artist-in-residence (ten weeks) at
the United World College of SE Asia, Anita
worked with students to create short films
and a website for the Middle School annual
art festival. Anita designed, co-owns and
maintains SingaporeforKids, a website

crafted around the importance of making
informed choices. She has worked in
advertising (JWT), managed her production
company for film and television and written
extensively for corporates and non-profits
in advertising, design and public relations.

ANITHA DEVI PILLAI

Anitha Devi Pillai (PhD) is an applied
linguist, author, translator, and poet.

She has published both academic and
creative work. She teaches a variety of
writing courses at Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore, including creative
writing, writing pedagogy and academic
writing. She is best known for her award-
winning research on the Malayalee
community in Singapore which was
supported by a grant from the National
Heritage Board, Singapore. Many of her
poems as well as short stories have made
their way into the classrooms in Singapore,
India, Australia, and the Philippines. Her
work generally explores themes such as
identity, heritage, and culture. Amongst
other roles, Anitha is also the President
of the Singapore Association for Applied
Linguistics and Co-Director of the ‘16th
International Conference on the Short
Story in English’ editor of special issue of
SARE journal, and a fiction editor at PR&TA
journal. anithadevipillai.com

ANTONY DAPIRAN

Antony Dapiran is a Hong Kong-based
writer and lawyer, and the author of two
books, including City on Fire: The Fight for
Hong Kong which was long-listed for the
Walkley Book Award (2020). His writing
has appeared in The Atlantic, New Statesman,
The Guardian, Foreign Policy, South China
Morning Post and elsewhere. He is a regular
commentator on television and radio,
including BBC, CNN, CNBC and Australia’s
ABC.

ARINDAM ROY

Arindam Roy has over four decades of
experience in various newsrooms. He was
a former publishing director and is the
founder and editor-in-chief of Different
Truths and KKPC, the publishing wing; he
held senior positions in several media
houses. He worked with eminent editors in
his formative years in Mumbai: Rajmohan
Gandhi (Himmat), Krishna Raj (Economic
and Political Weekly), and Pritish Nandy
(TOI). He co-authored ten chapters in six
Coffee Table Books (CTBs) of national and
international repute. Of these, one was
published in Milan, Italy; another was a
Marg publication (Mumbai), and the Times
Group published two. He is the sole author
of four forthcoming CTBs (Times Group
initiatives). He translated the writings

of a social scientist, Dr Badri Narayan,
published as books by Sage and OUP.
Widely anthologised, he has published
three anthologies as publisher-editor, while
three other anthologies are in the pipeline.
He lectured and held workshops at various
mass communication colleges, including
Symbiosis, Pune, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan,
Allahabad, Allahabad University, Jaipuria
Institute, Lucknow, etc. He is a co-author of
a novel, Rivers Run Back.

ARUNAVA SINHA

Arunava Sinha is associate professor

of creative writing at Ashoka University.
He earned his Bachelor of Arts (English
Honours) from Jadavpur University.

He translates classic, modern and
contemporary Bengali fiction and
nonfiction into English, and from English
into Bengali. Over fifty of his translations
have been published so far. He has
conducted translation workshops at the
British Centre for Literary Translation, UEA;
University of Chicago; Dhaka Translation
Centre; and Jadavpur University. Besides
India, his translations have been published
in the UK and the US in English and in
several European and Asian countries
through further translation. His research
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interests are focused on the translation of
fiction, non-fiction and poetry between the
languages of India, including English.

ASHWANI KUMAR

Ashwani Kumar is a poet, author and
professor at Tata Institute of Social
Sciences-Mumbai. Widely published,
anthologised and translated into several
Indian languages, his major poetry
volumes include My Grandfather’s Imaginary
Typewriter and Banaras and the Other.
Recently, a collection of his selected poems
titled Architecture of Alphabets has been
published in Hungarian. He is author of the
acclaimed nonfiction Community Warriors
(Anthem Press) and one of the chief editors
of Global Civil Society at London School

of Economics. He has served as the jury

of fiction for Tata Literature Live 2020 and
also co-founder of Indian Novels Collective,
an initiative to popularise translation

of classic novels of Indian languages. In
leisure, he writes a book column in the
Financial Express.

BENJO KAZUE

Benjo Kazue is a no-one from the dregs

of gonzo rock n’ roll. A lousy beatnik lost

in the dim lit autobiographical alleyways
of creative nonfiction and narrative

based new journalism. He writes pop
journalism, travel journalism, music
criticism and creative nonfiction with a
potent combination of sensorial force,
vivid language, philosophical meandering
and gonzo gutter poetry in an inimitable
style. His creative nonfiction, journalism
and music criticism has been published
in journals, on websites and in magazines,
pretty inconsistently for about a decade
now. He started Noise Magazine, a two-year
DIY street press project and currently
creates and curates Cosmic Phallusy, a
handmade self published serial zine about
the meaning of life. Everett True once said
he could be Lester Bangs incarnate.
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BITAN CHAKRABORTY

Bitan Chakraborty (b.1984) spent

twelve long years learning and actively
participating in theater. He is essentially a
Bengali story-teller and has authored seven
books: Avinetar Journal (prose), Santiram-

er Cha (short story), Sharanarthi (Bengali
rendering of Kiriti Sengupta’s Reflections
on Salvation), Chinha (short story), Haat
Kata (novelette), Dhasa (novelette) and
Brishti Sahay (Bengali translation of
Sanjeev Sethi’s selected poems). Bitan has
received much critical acclaim in India and
overseas. Bougainvillea and Other Stories, The
Mark, and Redundant are three full-length
collections of his short fiction, translated
into English.

DEAN KERRISON

Dean Kerrison is an Australian who writes
creative nonfiction and some fiction,
usually on the dis/connection of outsiders
in foreign environments with international
relations contexts. His short form work
has appeared in TEXT Journal, Meniscus, The
Bangalore Review, Joao Roque Literary Journal,
The In/completeness Book I, Live Encounters,
Usawa Literary Journal, Ace Anthology IIl, The
Lit Quarterly, Talent Implied - New Writing from
Griffith and Allegory Ridge among others.
This year he’s living in Thilisi, Georgia and
working on a travel memoir, and slowly
chipping away at a novel as part of a PhD at
Griffith University, Australia.

DEEDLE RODRIGUEZ
TOMLINSON

Deedle Rodriguez Tomlinson was born and
raised in the Philippines. Her work has
appeared in The Incompleteness Book and The
Incompleteness Book Il by the Australasian
Association of Writing Programs (AAWP) on
life during and after the Covid-19 lockdown
and in the Science/Art Network (ScAN)/
AAWP. Her poems, reflecting her peripatetic
life, appear in Under The Storm: An Anthology
of Contemporary Philippine Poetry, Wonderlust

Travel, Live Encounter, the literary issue of
Silliman University Journal as well as Tomas,
the University of Santo Tomas literary
journal. Her first short story, touching on
Philippine mythology, was published in
Mom Egg Review. She is project manager for
New York Writers Workshop and currently
lives in Brooklyn with her husband Tim.

DHIMAN SENGUPTA

Dhiman Sengupta graduated from the
National Institute of Design (NID), India

in 1999 in the stream of Animation

Film Design. He has worked in Mumbai
and Delhi for a decade, in the areas

of e-learning, broadcast and motion
graphics and visual effects. He has been
teaching for the last thirteen years in the
animation film design department at NID,
Ahmedabad, of which he has been the
discipline lead for the last eight years. He is
also the co-head of the Centre for Teaching
and Learning (CTL) at NID. Dhiman is also
an artist, he loves drawing from life, his
favourite subjects are people, animals,
spaces, nature and architecture. He had
his first solo art exhibition titled Captured
in Ink—an Exhibition of Sketches of Places and
People of Ahmedabad at Alliance Francaise
d’Ahmedabad in June, 2022. Dhiman’s
artwork can be found on Instagram:
@dhiman.sengupta

DIPIKA MUKHERJEE

Dipika Mukherjee is the author of the
novels Shambala Junction and Ode to Broken
Things and the story collection Rules of
Desire. Her work is included in The Best Small
Fictions 2019 and appears in World Literature
Today, Asia Literary Review, Del Sol Review,

and Chicago Quarterly Review, Newsweek, Los
Angeles Review of Books, Hemispheres, Orion,
Scroll, The Edge and more. Her third poetry
collection, Dialect of Distant Harbors was
released by CavanKerry Press in October
2022 and a collection of travel essays,
writers postcards, has been accepted for
publication by Penguin Random House

(SEA) for 2023. She is a contributing editor
for Jaggery and teaches at StoryStudio
Chicago and at the Graham School at
University of Chicago. She holds a PhD in
English (Sociolinguistics) from Texas A&M
University. She is the recipient of a 2022
Esteemed Artist Award (DCASE) from the
City of Chicago.

DR. DIVYA JOSHI

Dr. Divya Joshi is a creative writer,
translator, social activist and has been
teaching English for the last three

decades. Her areas of research include
Indian aesthetics, philosophy and cultural
translation. She is the editor of Interrogating
Terrorism: Role of Media and Literature (2017),
Indian Writing in English: An Anthology of
Poetry (2015), Texts in Translation (2014)

and Wavelengths of Accord (2013). She

has travelled to Turkey, Germany, Dubai,
Malaysia, Singapore, Nepal and China to
deliver invited talks. She has presented
papers and delivered invited talks in
international and national conferences.
She is on the advisory board of prestigious
journals. Dr. Joshi has completed one Minor
Project (UGC) on translation and one Major
Project (UGC) on travel writing. Her research
papers, short stories and poems have

been published in prominent journals and
anthologies. She has published two poetry
collections Dance of Life and Matryoshka.
divyajoshi.com

FLETCHER BABB

Cold Ghost is the moniker for

Australian storyteller, songwriter, multi-
instrumentalist, producer and sound
designer, Fletcher Babb. He is the creator,
curator and composer for the successful
stage show Stories in the Key of GC. Inspired
by popular live storytelling events such
as The Moth, Stories in the Key of GC marries
spoken word with music and sound to
explore rich local narratives of the city of
the Gold Coast in Queensland, Australia.
The inaugural event was staged in 2019
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with BlankGC describing it as ‘a love letter
to our beautiful city, but it was much more
than that. It was a celebration of music,
and humanity, and all that connects us.” As
an independent songwriter and producer,
Cold Ghost’s latest album Dominoes was a
finalist for Release of the Year in the 2022
Gold Coast Music Awards.

GAYATRI LAKHIANI
CHAWLA

Gayatri Lakhiani Chawla is an award-
winning poet, translator and French teacher
from Mumbai. Her poems are featured

in the anthology Modern English Poetry

by Younger Indians published by Sahitya
Akademi, Yearbook of Indian Poetry in English
and The Kali Project. Her poem ‘Anagram’
won the 2013 Commendation Prize at The
All India Poetry Competition (New Delhi).
She is the author of two poetry collections
- Invisible Eye longlisted for Cochin Lit Fest
Poetry Prize 2018 and The Empress winner
of the 2018 US National Poetry Contest by
Reed Leaf Foundation for Poetry & Allied
Arts. Accolades for her poetry include

the Panorama Special Jury Award at the
Panorama International Literary Awards
2020 and being shortlisted by Asia Pacific
Writers and Translators in collaboration
with Joao-Roque Literary Journal June
2020. She is recipient of the Rahi Kadam
Inspiration Award 2021. She is the author
of Healing Elixir the Hawakal Handbook of
Angel Therapy, Numerology & Remedies.
Her co-translations of Sachal Sarmast’s
Sufi poetry are being published by Om
Books International in a forthcoming
volume.

GOPIKA NATH

Gopika Nath sketches and stitches and

is, more often than not, entangled in her
own ‘thoughtnets’ inspired by the sea,

the shells and fishermen’s nets, she’s
knitted, crocheted and embroidered these
‘thoughtnets’ with thread and words. A
Fulbright Scholar and graduate of CSM, UK,
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Gopika lives and works in Goa, India.
gopikanath.co.in

HELDER BEJA

Hélder Beja is a Portuguese writer, reporter
and arts curator. He moved to Macau

in 2010 and in 2012 he co-founded the
Macau Literary Festival, acting as its
programme director until 2018. He won a
prize for Best Short Story in a Macau Daily
Times competition in 2012, with ‘Slow

Fire’. His first film Once Upon a Time in Ka

Ho premiered the same year. Hélder is
preparing his second film, as a result of his
masters degree in visual anthropology: an
archive-film using footage of movies made
by Portuguese filmmakers in Macau and
other Asian territories (Goa, East Timor)
since the 1930s. He keeps contributing

for several publications, writing about
Asia-related topics. Beja is also the co-
coordinator of the Asia Pacific Writers &
Translators annual conference. He co-
wrote a feature film and TV series titled
Projecto Global scheduled to be released
internationally in 2024.

HELEN BURNS

Helen Burns is a poet, translator and
author. Andal’s Garland a debut novel (2021)
is her second major publication. It's a

story steeped in the mythical lore of Tamil
Nadu; an ancient and contemporary tale

of two women and the transformative
power of love. The companion volume,
created in collaboration with photographer
Alison Taylor, contains Helen’s interpretive
translations of eighth century songs
composed by the poet/goddess Andal.
Asian studies, majoring in Hindi, at
Australian National University, 1975-1978,
cemented Helen’s long standing affinity
with India. Travel continues to fuel her
writing life - from encounters with siddhars
and teachers, qawwalis in Rajasthan and
the midnight dance-divinations of Tamil
Araiyers, to silent meditation retreats in
Australia and Myanmar. She is the recipient

of residencies with Varuna, Australia’s
National Writers House, Byron Bay Writers
Festival and Queensland Writers Centre/
Hachette. Helen divides her time between
Australia and India.

INDERJEET MANI

Inderjeet Mani is a writer and scientist
based in Thailand. He studied fiction
writing at Penn (with Carlos Fuentes)

and at Harvard, and was an associate
professor at Georgetown, a senior director

at Yahoo and a visiting fellow at Cambridge.

He has authored six non-fiction books
from Oxford, Nebraska, etc., the science
fiction thriller Toxic Spirits (2019) and the
modern bildungsroman The Conquest of
Kailash (forthcoming). Reactions to Toxic
Spirits have included, ‘A complex and
enthralling international intrigue with a
treasure of remarkable detail’ (Frederick
Barthelme) and ‘Mani tells his story in
taut, highly descriptive prose, capturing
his Thai setting’s cornucopia of sights and
tastes’ (Kirkus Reviews). Mani’s stories,
essays, book reviews, and translations
have appeared in 3:AM Magazine, Aeon, Apple
Valley Review, Drunken Boat, Eclectica, Future
Library: Contemporary Indian Writing, New
World Writing, PANK, Slow Trains, The Hindu, The
Deccan Herald and other venues.

IROM SHARMILA

Irom Sharmila spent sixteen years in
prison in her native state of Manipurin the
Northeast of India in response to a peaceful
non-violent protest against India’s Armed
Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA). She is
attending APWT in solidarity with Varavara
Rao a Telugu poet who has spent over ten
years in prison on twenty separate charges
also with no convictions. She hopes to take
with her some books signed by authors as
a Christmas present to Varavara Rao who is
currently on permanent bail but forced to
stay in Mumbai. He will be eighty-two years
old in November. Indians live in fear. She
hopes that foreign writers will be less afraid

to offer tangible support to this gentle
intellectual despised by the Government
of India.

JAKE SANDTNER

Jake Sandtner is currently completing

a PhD at Griffith University on the Gold
Coast, reviewing surfing in fiction. Jake
has published short stories, essays, and
articles. His creative memoir of Taj Burrow
was published by Fremantle Press in 2021
in Lines to the Horizon: Australian Surf Writing.
Jake is the group marketing manager for
Rhythm.

JAYAPRIYA VASUDEVAN

Jayapriya Vasudevan has over twenty years
experience of working in publishing, during
which time she has worked on several
aspects of publishing - from editing to
sales and distribution. Spotting a gap

in the market, she and a partner set up
India’s first bookstore cafe in Bangalore. In
1997 Jayapriya founded Books@Jacaranda
literary agency. Under her leadership
Jacaranda has continued to grow its
diverse list of authors. Jayapriya has
spoken at literary festivals all over Asia,
from Istanbul and India to Manila and
Singapore and further afield in London
and Frankfurt. Jacaranda represents
Tiffany Tsao, Shabnam Nadiya, FH Batacan,
Criselda Yabes, Laksmi Pamuntjak, Dee
Lestari, Krishna Udayasankar, Lisa Ray and
Nisha Susan amongst others.

JHILAM CHATTARAJ

Jhilam Chattaraj is an academic and

poet based in Hyderabad, India. She has
authored the books, Noise Cancellation
(poetry), Corporate Fiction: Popular Culture
and the New Writers (prose) and When Lovers
Leave and Poetry Stays (poetry). Her works
have been published at Ariel, Colorado
Review, World Literature Today, Room, Porridge,
Not Very Quiet, Queen Mob’s Tea House and
Asian Cha among others. She received the
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CTI Excellence Award in Literature and Soft
Skills Development 2019 from the Council
for Transforming India and the Department
of Language and Culture, Government of
Telangana, India.

JOE MILAN JR.

Joe Milan Jr.is a Korean American author of
the upcoming novel The All-American (2023)
and was the 2019-20 David T.K. Wong
Creative Writing Fellow at the University of
East Anglia. In addition, he was a Barrick
Graduate Fellow and BMI Ph.D. Fellow at the
University of Nevada Las Vegas. His work
has appeared in wonderful places like The
Rumpus, Broad Street, F(r)iction, The Kyoto
Journal, and others. He is now an assistant
professor of creative writing at Waldorf
University in lowa.

JOEY BAQUIRAN

ROMULO ‘Joey’ BAQUIRAN, JR. teaches
literature and creative writing at the
University of the Philippines. He has
published several books including Meaning
(2015), Desire (2017), Aishite Imasu (2021)
and Bone Deep (2022). He taught Tagalog
language as a visiting professor at the
Osaka University in 2014-2017.

JOSE VARGHESE

Jose Varghese is a bilingual writer and
translator from India. His short story
manuscript In/Sane was a finalist in the
2018 Beverly International Prize. He was a
finalist twice in the London Independent
Story Prize (LISP), a runner up in the Salt
Prize, shortlisted in Live Canon (poetry)
Collection Competition 2022 and was
commended in the Gregory O’Donoghue
International Poetry Prize. He is published
in Litro, Under the Radar Magazine,
Southword, The Elevation Review, Pigeonholes,
Burningwords, Dreich, Haunted Waters, Wild
Roof, Cathexis Northwest, The Best Asian Short
Story Anthology, Meridian - The APWT Drunken
Boat Anthology, Chandrabhaga, Unthology 5,
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Reflex Fiction, Retreat West and Flash Fiction
Magazine.

KIRITI SENGUPTA

Kiriti Sengupta, the 2018 Rabindranath
Tagore Literary Prize recipient, has poems
published in The Common, The Florida Review
Online, Headway Quarterly, The Lake, Amethyst
Review, Ink Sweat and Tears, Otoliths, Outlook,
Madras Courier and elsewhere. He has
authored eleven books of poetry and prose;
two books of translation and edited eight
anthologies. Sengupta is the founder and
chief editor of the Ethos Literary Journal. He
lives in New Delhi.

LINH DINH

Linh Dinh is the author of a non-fiction
book, Postcards from the End of America
(2017), a novel, Love Like Hate (2010), two
books of stories, Fake House (2000) and
Blood and Soap (2004), and six collections
of poems. He’s been anthologized in

Best American Poetry (2000, 2004, 2007),
Great American Prose Poems from Poe to

the Present, Postmodern American Poetry: a
Norton Anthology (vol. 2) and Flash Fiction
International: Very Short Stories From Around

the World, etc. He’s also editor of Night, Again:

Contemporary Fiction from Vietnam (1996)
and The Deluge: New Vietnamese Poetry (2013).
His writing has been translated into many
languages.

LIZ PACKER

Lizzie Packer is an emerging poet. She

is working on a chapbook manuscript.
Based where the sun sets over the sea, on
the southern edge of Adelaide, Australia,
she is inspired by nature and the liminal
and numinous aspects of life. She loves

to travel. An experienced freelance writer
and editor, Lizzie led the online creative
writing program and teaching and learning
resource development at Adelaide College
of the Arts for over a decade, from late 2007
until it was closed in 2019. She developed

and implemented the writing stream

in the Flinders University Bachelor of
Communication and Professional Writing.
She taught in both programs.

MALACHI EDWIN
VETHAMANI

Malachi Edwin Vethamani is a poet, writer,
editor, critic, bibliographer and Emeritus
Professor. His poetry publications include
Love and Loss (2022), Life Happens (2017)
and Complicated Lives (2016). He recently
published a collection of poems for
young Malaysian readers titled The Seven
O’clock Tree (2022). He has a collection of
short stories titled Coitus Interruptus and
Other Stories (2018). He has edited several
volumes of Malaysian writings in English.
They include In-Sights: Malaysian Poems
(2004), Malchin Testament: Malaysian Poems
(2018), Ronggeng-Ronggeng: Malaysian Short
Stories (2020), Malaysian Millennial Voices
(2021) and The Year of the Rat and Other
Poems (2022). The Malaysian Publishers
Association awarded Malchin Testament:
Malaysian Poems the Anugerah Buku
Malaysia 2020, Best Book Award for the
English Language category. He is the
founding editor of Men Matters Online
Journal. malachiedwinvethamani.com

MANI RAO

Mani Rao is the author of twelve poetry
books and three books in translation from
Sanskrit including Saundarya Lahari (Beauty,
A Wave) about the primordial goddess
Shakti (2022). She has published in
journals and anthologies including Meanjin,
Asia Literary Review, Takahe, Printout, Wasafiri,
Poetry Magazine, Fulcrum, WestCoastLine,
Bloodaxe Book of Contemporary Indian

Poets and Penguin Book of the Prose Poem.
Mani held writing residencies at lowa
International Writing Program, Omi Ledig
House and IPSI Canberra. She performed

at such festivals as NY PEN World Voices,
The Age Melbourne Writers’ Festival and
Hong Kong International Literary Festival.

After working in advertising and television
in India, Hong Kong and New Zealand for
twenty years, she turned to writing and
higher studies, and did an MFA in Creative
Writing from UNLV and a PhD in Religious
Studies from Duke University. She returned
to India in 2017 and now lives in Bangalore.
manirao.com

MARSHALL GASS

Marshall has published twenty-four
books and translated French, Spanish,
Tagalog, Hindi, Tamil and Chinese. Besides
being a writer he is also a businessman,
academic, and educationalist working
with disadvantaged teenagers. He is

also active on social media with thirteen
million followers on Quora, FB, and Twitter.
Marshall attended an APWT conference

in Manila in 2015 and is looking forward
to being in India again in November. He

is currently working on his next series of
novels and poetry. If he is not dreaming
up big projects you will find him pottering
around in his garden - keeping out of
everyone’s hair. He loves a good story. He
lives in New Zealand with his wife and
two children and two happy-go-lucky
grandchildren. You can find his website

at marshallgass.com to establish further
contact.

MEHER PESTONJI

Meher Pestonji is a veteran journalist
writing on street-kids, housing rights,
communalism while covering theatre, art
and interviewing creative people. She has
written two novels, Pervez and Sadak Chhaap,
three plays, Piano for Sale, Feeding Crows,
Turning Point and short stories. Her first
collection of poems will be out shortly.

MELISSA ROBERTSON

With her BA (music and drama), Melissa
plunged into Indigenous and public
programs in communities. Coming to
tropical Cairns Australia in 2002, she
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lectured on arts business at TAFE, joined
Arts Nexus, project managed Cairns
Festival participation programs for three
years, while managing other major projects.
Most notable is her event experience with
WOMADelaide, Commonwealth Games
Arts Festival, Paradise Concerts, Festlinx,
the Laura Aboriginal Dance Festival and
initiating the homeless youth choir Song
Connection. As an associate for Savvy
Arts, she co-designed cultural plans

for local governments and associated
training and capacity-building across
regional Queensland, including Torres
Straits. Her freelance online webinar
training in event management (Cert IV),
social media, grant-writing, the national
Arts Front online program, has led her to
open a podcast studio as manager and
regional hub for Radio 4EB (Brisbane). As
event manager for Cairns Tropical Writers
Festival since 2014, Melissa’s appointment
to Australia Council’s Arts Leaders Group
saw her visit Bangalore Literary Festival
2019, establishing ongoing collaborations
between India and Australia.

MENKA SHIVDASANI

Menka Shivdasani has four poetry
collections. She is co-translator of Freedom
and Fissures an anthology of Sindhi
Partition poetry (1998) and editor of a
SPARROW anthology of women’s writing.
Menka has edited two poetry anthologies
for the American e-zine, www.bigbridge.
org and bilingual poetry collections by

the Sindhi writer Mohan Gehani. A widely
published poet, Menka has received the
Ethos Literary Award 2019, WE Eunice de
Souza Award 2020 and Rabindranath
Tagore Literary Prize recognition for

Frazil. Her work has been represented in

a University of Mumbai textbook and her
poem, based on a Sindhi folktale, has
been made into a short film by Susheel
Gajwani. Menka co-founded Poetry Circle in
Bombay in 1986. She has been organising
poetry festivals since 2011 for the global
movement 100 Thousand Poets for Change.
Her work as a journalist includes eighteen

S0

books with Raju Kane, three of which were
released by the then Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.

MIHIR VATSA

Mihir Vatsa is the author of the critically
acclaimed travel memoir Tales of Hazaribagh:
An Intimate Exploration of Chhotanagpur
Plateau (2021). He is the winner of Sahitya
Akademi Yuva Puraskar, the Srinivas
Rayaprol Poetry Prize, a Toto Funds the

Arts award in Writing, and the Charles
Wallace Creative Writing Fellowship at the
University of Stirling, UK. A widely published
poet and literature scholar by training, he

is presently a doctoral fellow at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi.

NEETA GUPTA

Neeta Gupta has been working towards
creating publishing connectivities across
different languages and cultures for over
two decades. She is the co-Founder of the
Publishers’ Exchange, a group of Indian
language publishers formed during the
pandemic to facilitate a sharing of ideas
and resources. She is also the chief editor
of Anuvad, the Bhartiya Anuvad Parishad’s
quarterly journal on translation. She was
formerly the publisher at Yatra Books and
is now the publishing director at Tethys
Books. Neeta Gupta has edited a volume of
essays on translating from and into Indian
languages, titled Translating Bharat, Reading
India.

PIIA MUSTAMAKI

Piia Mustama&ki is a Finn, a New Yorker
and an academic wanderluster, currently
located in Abu Dhabi, where she teaches
at NYU’s writing program. She has a PhD in
English literature from Rutgers University
and her research interests include travel
narratives, global south urbanism and
gender and postcolonial studies. Her travel
writing and essays have been published in
Meridian: The APWT Drunken Boat Anthology of

New Writing, Literary Traveler, The Culture-ist
among others. Her essay ‘High in Harar’
received an honorable mention at the 14th
Annual Solas Awards for Travel Writing. Piia
has traveled to more than 100 countries.

PUNEETA ROY

A media professional who has worked in
film & television for over three decades,
Puneeta is an Expressive Arts’ facilitator
using theatre and the arts as tools for
self-exploration and transformation. As
founder and managing trustee of The
Yuva Ekta Foundation, her vision of equity
and social justice has translated into the
creation of several such platforms, through
which youth from diverse socio-economic
backgrounds share and learn from each
other. Deeply involved in working with
children in conflict with law, her research
project position that, ‘Building Emotional
Intelligence using Expressive Arts and
Psychodrama Therapy with Children in
Conflict with Law’ has yielded valuable
data on the impact of reformative practices
with young offenders in India. Puneeta
sees young people as potential agents

of positive social change and dreams

of setting up a global youth citizenship
network, spanning countries across the
planet.

DR RAVI SHANKAR

Dr. Ravi Shankar is a Pushcart prize-
winning poet, translator and professor who
has published fifteen books, including the
Muse India award-winning translations
Andal: The Autobiography of a Goddess and

The Many Uses of Mint: New and Selected
Poems 1997-2017. Along with Tina Chang and
Nathalie Handal, he co-edited W.W. Norton’s
Language for a New Century: Contemporary
Poetry from the Middle East, Asia & Beyond
called a beautiful achievement for world
literature by Nobel Laureate Nadine
Gordimer. He has taught and performed
around the world and appeared in print,
radio and TV in such venues as The New York

Times, NPR, BBC and the PBS Newshour. He
has won awards to the Corporation of Yaddo
and the MacDowell Colony, fellowships
from the Rhode Island and Connecticut
Counsel on the Arts, founded one of the
oldest electronic journals of the arts
Drunken Boat, is chairman of the Asia Pacific
Writers & Translators (APWT) and recently
finished his PhD from the University

of Sydney. His memaoir Correctional was
published in 2021 with University of
Wisconsin Press and he teaches creative
writing at Tufts University.

REBECCA VEDAVATHY

Rebecca Vedavathy is an academic and
writer from Hyderabad, India. She works as
assistant professor, French at St. Mary’s
College, Hyderabad. She has been awarded
the Shastri Indo-Canadian Research
Scholar Fellowship for her doctoral work

in 2017. She worked as a research intern at
the Université de Montréal, Canada during
the completion of this project. She has won
the Poetry with Prakriti Award (2016) and
has been on the shortlist for the Srinivas
Rayaprol Award (2019) and the Glass House
Poetry Contest (2020). Her work has been
widely published. When not reading, writing
or teaching French she lives a quiet life
with her cat, plants and partner.

ROCHELLE POTKAR

Fictionist | Poet | Critic | Curator | Editor |
Translator | Screenwriter Rochelle Potkar is
an alumna of lowa’s International Writing
Program (2015) and a Charles Wallace
Writer's fellow, University of Stirling
(2017). She is the author of Four Degrees of
Separation and Paper Asylum - shortlisted
for the Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize
2020 and co-author of The Coordinates

of Us - a bilingual cross-translation of
English/Marathi poetry. Bombay Hangovers
her collection of short stories released in
2021 to rave reviews. Many of her poems
and stories have won prizes. Her poetry
film Skirt features on Shonda Rhimes’
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Shondaland, and her poetry readings
feature on Disney+ Hotsar/Shorts-English.
She was invited as a creative-writing
mentor to lowa’s prestigious International
Writing Programs, Summer Institute 2019
and Between the Lines 2022. She conducts
poetry workshops regularly with the
Himalayan Writing Retreat and is working
on her first novel.

ROLAND B. TOLENTINO

Roland B. Tolentino is faculty of University
of the Philippines Film Institute,

former dean of the UP College of Mass
Communication and former director of
Likhaan: UP Institute of Creative Writing
where he is also a fellow. He has authored
and published books of fiction and
nonfiction, and has participated in various
local and international writing workshops.

SAEED IBRAHIM

Bangalore based writer, Saeed Ibrahim,

is the author of two books Twin Tales from
Kutcch a family saga set in Colonial India
and The Missing Tile and Other Stories a
collection of fifteen short stories. Saeed
was educated at St. Mary’s High School
and St. Xavier's College in Mumbai and
later at the University of the Sorbonne in
Paris. His other writings include newspaper
articles, some travel writing, several book
reviews and two essays for the Museum

of Material Memory. His short stories have
been published in The Deccan Herald, The
Beacon Webzine, Bengaluru Review, The Blue
Lotus Magazine, Borderless Journal, Muse India
and Outlook India.

DR SALLY BREEN

Dr Sally Breen is the author of the iconic
grunge memoir The Casuals (2011) winner of
the Varuna HarperCollins Manuscript Prize
and the neo-noir novel Atomic City (2013)
shortlisted for Book of the Year QLD Literary
Awards 2014. Her short form creative and
critical work has been published widely
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in Overland, Griffith Review, Meanjin, The
Guardian London, The Age, Best Australian
Stories, Meniscus, The Asia Literary Review, The
Conversation, TEXT, The Australian and The
Sydney Review of Books. Dr Breen has worked
as associate editor of the Griffith Review,
is executive director of Asia Pacific Writers
and Translators and senior lecturer in
creative writing at Griffith University. She
lives on the Gold Coast, Australia.
sallybreen.com.au

SANCHIT TOOR

Sanchit Toor recently graduated with a
master’s degree with a concentration in
South Asian literature from the Department
of English at Ashoka University. An
alumnus of the Young India Fellowship
programme and with a bachelor's degree
in neuroscience, he is broadly interested
in the questions of language, orality,
religion, translation, and performance.
Sanchit has been working on various
literary and ethnographic projects. As

a Sahapedia-UNESCO Fellow 2020, he
documented the oral-performative and
devotional tradition of Haryanvi farmer
women and has presented his work on
both early modern and modern texts-
contexts on various platforms. In the past,
he has volunteered or worked with LILA
Foundation for Translocal Initiatives, Devi
Art Foundation, Project Dastaan, India

Art Fair, LOKA International, and Ashoka
University, among others, in various
capacities. Currently, Sanchit spends his
mornings curating art, his afternoons
planning events and his evenings enjoying
music—all his conversations mediated by
translation through and through.

SARA F. COSTA

Sara F. Costa is a Portuguese poet and
academic. She got her master’'s degree
in Mandarin in Tianjin, China where she
lived for a few years, before moving to
Beijing. She has published six poetry
collections and organized and translated
into Portuguese an anthology of Chinese

contemporary poetry. Her own verses have
been translated into several languages
and featured in literary journals and poetry
collections in Brazil, Spain, Germany,
Poland, Mexico, India, Turkey and China.
In 2021 she received a national grant from
the Portuguese Government to write a
poetry book. River-Being, Bodily God is her
first poetry book translated into English,
published in India by Red River to be
launched at APWT 2022 Bangalore.

SARASWATI NAGPAL

Saraswati Nagpal is an Indian writer and
poet, a lover of fantasy and sci-fi. Her
graphic novels Sita, Daughter of the Earth and
Draupadi, The Fire-born Princess are retellings
of epic Indian myths in the female

voice. She is also a classical dancer and

choreographer. Her collaborative film Ganga:

River Eternal, a tribute to the river through
classical dance, has been screened at
international film festivals, most recently
at the Dallas FortWorth South Asian Film
Festival (DFWSAFF 2022). When she isn’t
reading or writing, she teaches literature to
teenagers.

SHELLEY KENIGSBERG

For thirty plus years, I've worked as editor/
publisher for trade and educational
publishers. Freelance since 1998, | work in
most genres and, since 2018 have worked
as writing mentor, ghostwriter and coach.
In 2009, Editing in Paradise retreats began
and (since 2015) the focus became more
on generating writing so | created Writing
in Paradise (yes, offered in paradisiacal
places). | headed Macleay College’s Editing
and Publishing Diploma for twenty-four
years. | present writing workshops and
appear on/chair panels at writers’ centres/
festivals (Northern Rivers, Bali, Singapore).
I’'m a fan of Hemingway’s advice, ‘All you
have to do is write one true sentence.

I’'m a fan, too, of helping writers do what
Anais Nin suggests. ‘We write to taste life
twice; in the moment and in retrospect.
Finding the gems in a piece of writing and

collaborating with the author to make them
shine remains a joy.

SHINIE ANTONY

Shinie Antony has written short-story
books Barefoot and Pregnant, The Orphanage
For Words and novels The Girl Who Couldn’t
Love and When Mira Went Forth and Multiplied.
She has compiled the anthologies Why We
Don’t Talk, An Unsuitable Woman and Boo. Co-
founder of the Bangalore Literature Festival
and director of the Bengaluru Poetry
Festival, her story A Dog’s Death won the
Commonwealth Short Story Asia prize in
2002. Her novel Can’t will be out next year.

SHOLEH WOLPE

Sholeh Wolpé is an Iranian-American

poet, playwright and librettist. Her most
recent book, Abacus of Loss: A Memoir in
Verse (Univ. of Arkansas Press) is hailed by
llya Kaminsky as a book ‘that created its
own genre—a thrill of lyric combined with
the narrative spell’ Her work was recently
highlighted by the New York Metropolitan
Museum of Art in their Spotlight feature.
Sholeh is the author or editor of more than
a dozen books, including her translation
of Attar’s The Conference of the Birds (Norton)
and Forugh Farrokhzad, Sin (UARK), as well
as several plays, and an oratorio. She has
written for prominent composers and has
performed her literary work with world-
renowned musicians at venues worldwide.
Currently a writer-in-residence at UCI,
Sholeh divides her time between Los
Angeles and Barcelona. sholehwolpe.com

SHREEKUMAR VARMA

Shreekumar Varma is a novelist, playwright,
poet, columnist and reviewer, known for the
novels Lament of Mohini (Penguin), Maria’s
Room (Harper Collins), Kipling’s Daughter
(Anglolnk), Devil’'s Garden (Puffin), The Magic
Store of Nu-Cham-Vu (Puffin) and Pazhassi
Raja: The Royal Rebel (Macmillan). Plays
include Bow of Rama, The Dark Lord, Platform,
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Midnight Hotel, Cast Party, Five and Sisters. He
received the R. K. Narayan Award (2015) and
the Charles Wallace Fellowship (2004). He
edited the fortnightly Trident, translated
poetry and fiction from Malayalam to
English for OUP’s Anthology of Dalit writing.
Dance performances, Vamshi and Rithu,
used his poetry. He scripted films on the
Buddha for the Ajanta caves visitors’
centre. He is the grandson of the last ruling
Maharani of Travancore, Sethu Lakshmi
Bayi, and great grandson of the artist Raja
Ravi Varma. He is married to Geeta Varma,
and has two sons, Vinayak and Karthik, and
a daughter-in-law, Yamini.

SHRUTI SAREEN

Shruti Sareen, born and brought up in
Varanasi, studied at Rajghat Besant
School, KFI. Graduating in English from
Indraprastha College for Women, University
of Delhi, she later earned a PhD from the
same university, titled Indian Feminisms in
the 21st Century: Women’s Poetry in English
forthcoming from Routledge (UK) as two
monographs in 2022. She is currently
seeking publishers for her novel, The
Yellow Wall, and is working on an epistolary
manuscript on themes of queerness and
mental health. She has widely published
her poetry, prose and academic papers.
Her debut poetry collection, A Witch Like
You (2021) was published by Girls on Key
Poetry (Australia). She was an invited poet
at global poetry festival, hosted by Russia,
Poeisia-21. She has taught at Dyal Singh
College (University of Delhi) and at Dept of
English, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi.

SHUBHRANGSHU ROY

Shubhrangshu Roy is a US-based storyteller
and poet. His latest work Shadows of the
Fragmented Moon, launched in May 2022, is
a composition of 108 mystic chants that
navigate ancient Indic thought to plunge
deep into the human psyche. His first

book Zara’s Witness, published in March
2019, is a work of mythical literature that
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reimagines India’s ancient wisdom texts as
a contemporary lore exploring the human
soul. Hey, Ze!l, a modern epic drama in two
volumes is due for publication as a web
series soon. The work relocates India in the
midst of its contemporary civilizational
shift. Roy is currently working on his

next project to explain the true essence

of Hinduism to Hindus. In his previous
avatar, Roy was a successful business
journalist and newspaper editor in India
for three decades. In 2008, he launched the
Financial Chronicle in collaboration with The
International Herald Tribune.

SIDDHARTH DASGUPTA

Siddharth Dasgupta writes poetry and
fiction from lost hometowns and cafés
framed in broken light. His A Moveable East
arrived in early 2021. A fifth book, and third
collection of poetry, All These Streets We've
Known By Heart has just emerged in October
2022 via the independent publisher Red
River. Siddharth’s literature has appeared
in Epiphany, Rogue Agent, Lunch Ticket, Litro,
Kyoto Journal, The Rumpus, Thimble and
elsewhere, while he has read in cities like
Mandalay, Bombay, Lucknow, Istanbul,
Galle, Dubai, and Paris. Siddharth serves
as editor, visual narratives with The Bombay
Literary Magazine but calls the city of Poona
home. You’ll find him on Instagram:
@citizen.bliss
citizenbliss.squarespace.com

SMEETHA BHOUMIK

Smeetha Bhoumik is a poet, artist, editor,
founder-WE Literary Community, 2016,
founding editor Yugen Quest Review 2021
and chief editor of Equiverse Space - A Sound
Home In Words (2018). She is the author

of two poetry collections, Where | Belong -
Moments, Mist & Song (2019), Return to Love
- The Point of Poetry (2021). As founder-WE,
she is instrumental in establishing the
Kamala Das Poetry Award (2018) and other
WE Poetry Awards. Her poems feature in
national and international journals and

anthologies including Oxygen - Parables of
the Pandemic (2022), New Generation Beat
Poets (2022), TMYS (2022), Open Your Eyes
- A Climate Change Anthology, Poetry Unites
(2021), Quesadilla & Other Adventures (2019),
Muse India (2017, 2018), Life and Legends
(2018), Modern Indian Poetry - a Sahitya
Akademi Anthology (2019), Unlikely Stories
Mark V, Freedom Raga, Poetry & Covid
project - Universities of Plymouth, and
Nottingham Trent and Writing Language,
Culture - Asia vs Africa among others.

SOMALI PANDA

Somali Panda, a musician and a
government official, is tracing back, based
on herown research work since 2005, the
path of human migration since the dawn of
civilizations to understand the migration of
music with them, and is searching for the
numerous cultures involved in the course,
and is celebrating the soul reflected in

one another. The story of migration with

its pain and pangs, the legacy of culture
that is yet thriving in music of the different
places involved, the saga of the ancient
civilizations involved which could have

a dialogue between them, all these are
merging in Somali’s music to evolve a
nascent genre, Migrating Music, a neo-
classical genre. She wrote articles including
a few seminar papers for national and
international ones apart from her blog on
Migrating Music since 2007. She has one
book to her credit in vernacular on music,
the celestial light Amartyer Alor Ishara.

SOMRITA URNI GANGULY

Somrita Urni Ganguly is an Indian
professor, award-winning poet and literary
translator. She was a Fulbright Doctoral
Research Fellow at Brown University, USA
and is an alumna of the University of East
Anglia’s International Literary Translation
and Creative Writing Summer School.
Somrita served as a judge for the 2021 PEN
America Translation Prize and is currently
Head of the Department of English,

Maharaja Manindra Chandra College,
University of Calcutta. Somrita is the
editor of the first anthology of food poems,
Quesadilla and Other Adventures (2019) and
has translated Firesongs (2019) Shakuni:
Master of the Game (2019) and The Midnight
Sun: Love Lyrics and Farewell Songs (2018)
among other works. Somrita was selected
by the National Centre for Writing, UK, as
an emerging translator in 2016. In 2017,
she was invited as translator-in-residence
at Cove Park, Scotland and as poet-in-
residence at Arcs of a Circle, Mumbai, an
artists’ residency organized by the US
Consulate. Somrita has been published in
Asymptote, Words Without Borders, In Other
Words, Journal of Literary Translation and
Prism Magazine among others. She has
fourteen academic publications to her
credit and is a recipient of the Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Fund Award (2013) and
the Sarojini Dutta Memorial Prize (2011).
Her work has been acknowledged with the
WE Glowing Diamond accolade from WE
Literary Community in 2020. Somrita is one
of the judges for the WE Poetry Awards.

SONALI PATTNAIK

Dr. Sonali Pattnaik is a feminist poet,
scholar, educator and visual artist. She is
the author of a volume of poetry, when the
flowers begin to speak by Writers Workshop
and the recipient of the Orange Flower
Award for Poetry in English. She is faculty
and external expert, Board of Studies in
English at St. Xavier’s College, Ahmedabad.
She was formerly lecturer in English at
Delhi University’s Kirori Mal College and
has taught literature and film at several
institutions in Delhi and Mumbai. Her
poetry and art have been anthologised

in Of Dry Tongues and Brave Hearts, Red
River, India, Through the Looking Glass Indie
Blu(e) Publishing Anthology, USA and The
Kali Project: Invoking the Goddess Within,
Indie Blu(e), USA. Her work has appeared
in journals and books including, Setu
magazine,The Yugen Quest Review, Muse
India, Cafe Dissensus and The Indian Express
newspaper. Her poem ‘identity in non-
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separation’ has been translated into Hindi
by poet Smeetha Bhoumik. She has recently
authored a book exploring the politics of
masquerade in Indian cinema forthcoming
from Orient Blackswan, India.

SUDEEP SEN

Sudeep Sen’s prize-winning books
include: Postmarked India: New & Selected
Poems (HarperCollins), Rain, Aria (A K
Ramanujan Translation Award), Fractals:
New & Selected Poems | Translations
1980-2015 (London Magazine), EroText
(Penguin), Kaifi Azmi: Poems | Nazms
(Bloomsbury) and Anthropocene: Climate
Change, Contagion, Consolation. Influential
anthologies he’s edited, include: The
HarperCollins Book of English Poetry, Modern
English Poetry by Younger Indians (Sahitya
Akademi) and Converse: Contemporary
English Poetry by Indians. Blue Nude (Jorge
Zalamea International Poetry Prize) and
The Whispering Anklets are forthcoming.
Translated into twenty-five languages,
Sen’s words appear in the TLS, Newsweek,
Guardian, Observer, Independent, Telegraph,
Harvard Review and others. He is the editorial
director of AARK ARTS and editor of Atlas.
The Government of India awarded him the
senior fellowship for ‘outstanding persons
in the field of culture/literature.” Sen is the
first Asian honoured to deliver the Derek
Walcott Lecture and read at the Nobel
Laureate Festival. sudeepsen.org

SUJATA PARASHAR

Bestselling novelist, short-story writer
and poet, Sujata Parashar became widely
popular with her Pursuit series and has so
far written twelve books across genres. A
Master’s in human rights, Sujata, has a
rich and diverse work experience. Apart
from authoring bestsellers, she is also a
psychosocial trainer and the founder of a
talk- therapy based platform, The Talk-
It-Out-Express; a platform to enhance
emotional wellbeing. She’s also the Vice-
President of Women’s Indian Chamber
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of Commerce and Industry’s (WICCI) Arts
leadership Council, Delhi chapter. Sujata
has received the prestigious PVLF Author
Excellence Award 2022 for her non fiction,
Going Solo - Raising Happy Kids a handguide
on single parenting. Her other prominent
awards and accomplishments include,
recognition as one of the Women Achievers
of 2021 by Apeksha Sandesh News. And the
100 Women Faces 2018 award and several
other literary awards.You can find out more
about her here: sujataparashar.in

SUZANNE KAMATA

American Suzanne Kamata is a permanent
resident of Japan. She is the author or
editor of fifteen books including the
award-winning novel The Baseball Widow
(Wyatt-Mackenzie Publishing, 2022);
Waiting (Kelsay Books, 2022) a collection
of poetry; the middle grade novel Pop Flies,
Robo-pets and Other Disasters (One EIm
Books, 2020) and the young adult novel,
Indigo Girl (GemmaMedia, 2019). Her work
also appears in Meridian: The APWT Drunken
Boat Anthology of New Writing and the 2022
edition of The Best Asian Short Stories. She is
an associate professor in the department
of Global Studies at Naruto University of
Education and serves as fiction editor of
Kyoto Journal.

TANVI SRIVASTAVA

Tanvi Srivastava is the translator of The War
Diary of Asha-san written by Lt Bharati ‘Asha’

Sahay Choudhry (HarperCollins India 2022).

She also writes fiction and was a member
of the 2021 cohort of the Write Beyond
Borders programme funded by the British
Council. She lives in Bangalore, India, with
her husband (Asha-san’s grandson) and
two wild children. In her free time, she
enjoys researching the Indian National
Army, reading obscure children’s literature
and nibbling on fine chocolates.

TIM BAKER

Tim Baker is an award-winning author,
journalist and storyteller specialising

in surfing history and culture, working
across a wide variety of media from books,
magazines and web to film, video, and
theatre. Tim is the best-selling author of
The Rip Curl Story, Occy, High Surf, Bustin’ Down
The Door, Surf For Your Life, Century of Surf
and Surfari. He is a former editor of Tracks,
Surfing Life and Slow Living magazines, and
a three-time winner of the Surfing Australia
Hall of Fame Culture Award. His work

has appeared in Rolling Stone, the Sydney
Morning Herald, the Australian Financial
Review, The Bulletin, Inside Sport, GQ, as well
as surfing magazines around the world. He
is currently completing a creative writing
PhD at Griffith University on the psycho-
social challenges of living with a cancer
diagnosis. His latest book Patting The Shark
documents his experience living with
advanced prostate cancer.
bytimbaker.com

TIM TOMLINSON

Tim Tomlinson was born in Brooklyn, raised
on Long Island, where he was educated by
jukeboxes and juvenile delinquents. He
quit high school in 1971 and began a life of
purposeless wandering that led to purpose.
He’s lived in Boston, Miami, New Orleans,
London, Florence, Shanghai, Manila, Andros
Island in the Bahamas, and Cha-am,
Thailand. Currently, he lives in Brooklyn
with his wife, Deedle.

VANESSA BARRINGTON

Vanessa Barrington is the founder and
CEO for marketing and PR consultancy
The Right Remark, and is also a book
doula. Vanessa’s work is focused on
helping artists, creatives, coaches and
entrepreneurs to show up authentically
and, in turn, bring their dreams to reality
by doing work that lights them up and
allows them to share their gifts into the

world. Vanessa also helps aspiring authors
to effectively write, publish and sell their
books so they can heal, leave a legacy and
make an impact. Vanessa is the host of The
Right Remark Podcast and also runs a 12-
week Book Doula Program to help authors
successfully birth their book.
therightremark.com
thebookdoula.com.au

VIKRAM SRIDHAR

Vikram Sridhar is a performance storyteller
and theatre practitioner combining his
various interests and work over twenty
plus years in theatre, conservation and
social work. Based in Bangalore and
Chennai, he has spoken at multiple events
on the power of stories and theatre like
the TEDx and quoted in various media.

He has extensively traveled the country
performing and speaking at public spaces,
community libraries, schools, corporates,
business conferences, literary and cultural
festivals for children and adults. With an
engineering and management degree from
institutes like the IIT, Vikram moved on to
be a full time arts practitioner after working
in the consulting and marketing domains
with IBM and SAP. He believes in the Desi
way of storytelling as a strong medium

of conservation from nature to human
relationships as his stories are rooted

in folklore, myths and legends inspired
from various communities of the soil. He
strongly believes a story a day keeps the
doctor away, not an apple.

VINITA AGRAWAL

Author of four books of poetry, Two Full
Moons (Bombaykala Books), Words Not
Spoken (Brown Critique), The Longest
Pleasure (Finishing Line Press) and The

Silk Of Hunger (AuthorsPress), Vinita is an
award winning poet, editor, translator and
curator of literary events. She is based in
Indore, India. She was joint recipient of the
Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize 2018 and
winner of the Gayatri GaMarsh Memorial
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Award for Literary Excellence, USA, 2015. She
is poetry editor with Usawa Literary Review.
Her edited works include Open Your Eyes an
anthology on climate change (Hawakal)
and a memoir-anthology on Kashmiri poet
Ghulam Rasool Nazki (Ink Links). In 2021
and 2022 she co-edited the Yearbook of
Indian Poetry in English (Hawakal). She is on
the advisory board of the Tagore Literary
Prize. Her manuscript Twilight Language is a
finalist for the Proverse Prize 2022.
vinitawords.com
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APWT is an international literary
network dedicated to raising the
profile of Asia Pacific literatures
around the world. APWT advocates
for its members in a series of

initiatives culminating in a showcase
conference in a different city in the
Asia Pacific each year.

Become a member
apwriters.org @apwriters

In a different
city in the
Asia Pacific
each year.

Bangalore, India
Macau, China

Gold Coast, Australia
Bali, Indonesia
Guangzhou, China
Manila, Philippines
Singapore

Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok, Thailand
Perth, Western Australia
Hong Kong, China
New Delhi, India

Bali, Indonesia



What is APWT?

Asia Pacific Writers and Translators (APWT)
is an independent not-for-profit international
literary network dedicated to raising the
profile of Asia Pacific literatures around

the world. Now in its 14th year, APWT is
the regions longest running and largest
literary program of its kind. With a proven
track record, APWT is a platform dedicated
to developing the careers of those in the
creative writing and publishing industries,
creating a network for long-lasting
international partnerships, publication
opportunities, collaboration and promotion.

What does APWT do?

The core business of APWT is its annual
international gathering. Held in a different
country in the Asia Pacific each year.
Previous APWT events have been held in
India, China, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia,
Singapore, Philippines, Macau and Hong
Kong. APWT also offers the opportunity for
quality publication outcomes. In the past we
have partnered with Griffith Review, TEXT,
the Bengaluru Review and Joao Roque.

In 2020 we released our first book length
publication Meridian — the APWT Drunken
Boat Anthology of New Writing featuring 37
voices from over 14 countries. The book is
available for sale on our website:
apwriters.org/store

APWT Membership

APWT is a membership organization —
financial membership provides access

the full gamut of APWT services and the
international network. Membership is
available to individuals — writers, translators,
editors, academics, publishers and other
industry affiliates whether established or
emerging. Membership is offered at various
levels including student concession and to
institutions who wish to partner with us. For
more information on APWT membership or
to sign up please visit our website:
apwriters.org/become-a-member

Benefits of APWT
Membership

+  Monthly curated newsletter featuring
APWT news and initiatives, member
profiles and publication and competition
opportunities with a specific focus on
the Asia Pacific

+ Member profile on our website database

+  Ability to post on our Facebook group
page with an international reach of over
5.1K members

+  Entry to member restricted publication
initiatives with our partners

+ Discounted registration to our annual
events

+  Priority programming at our annual
events

+  Curated member profiling on social
media and in our monthly newsletter



Bangalore, India | 28 - 30 November 2022
School of Liberal Arts Alliance University
Asia Pacific Writers & Translators
apwriters.org




