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Welcome to the 2018 Asia Pacific Writers and Translators 
gathering on the Gold Coast! It has been seven years since 
the last APWT was held in Australia, so this is very special in 
the history of our programs. In some spiritual belief systems, 
seven is a number that represents the cycle of change, for 
growth, and stepping into a new phase. Now in its 11th year, 
APWT has come a long way from the seedling of an idea 
Jane Camens planted at a small gathering in Ubud to what 
it is today. My vision is that in the next seven years we will 
step into a new phase, into even a bigger and far reaching 
collective.

APWT would not exist without the support of all those who 
believe in what it does. So, I would like to thank everyone 
involved in making this year's program come to life. This 
includes our hosts at Griffith University on the Gold Coast, 
especially our chair, Dr Sally Breen, who has been working 
alongside us very closely to bring you a fabulous program; 
Dr James Carson and the School of Humanities Languages 
and Social Science; the Gold Coast City Council, and the 
Australia-ASEAN Council, as well as our consortium of 
universities: ANU, UTS, and RMIT.

The program would also not be possible without the 
persistent effort of participants - all of you - to make it here. 
This year we have delegates who can simply hop on the tram 
and make it to the program, and those who are coming as 
far as the Philippines, China, Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, United States, Bangladesh and Dubai, just to name 
a few places from where people are travelling.

As we step into this program, celebrating the theme of 
‘Shared Dreams: Creative Practice in a Connected World,’ 
please mark your calendar for the next APWT event to 
happen in partnership with the University of Macau in 
November 2019.

Dr Sanaz Fotouhi 
APWT Director

APWT AIMS TO 
ENGAGE THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY AND 
THEIR LITERATURE 
AND OPEN UP A 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARTICIPANTS 
AND LOCAL 
WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
AND CULTURAL 
PRODUCERS. 

W E L C O M E
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All sessions (except for a workshop and after hours activities and dinners) are held on the 
Griffith University Gold Coast Campus.

The buildings we are using are:

G07 The Link
G11 Learning Commons
G40 Health Centre

(Marked on the map in red).

Getting There: The most convenient way to get to campus would be the GLink light tram rail 
and exit at the University Hospital stop. 

To travel on the GLink you can either buy a GoCard single tickets or day passes from the 
machines at the station. You can purchase your GoCard at various places including 7/11 and 
other convenience stores, as well as transport information centres. When purchasing your 
ticket, ask for the day traveller option as that might best suit your travel circumstances.

Conference Dinner Venue: The conference dinner is held at a private Level 12 Penthouse at 
The Island Hotel in Surfers Paradise - 3128 Surfers Paradise Blvd, Surfers Paradise QLD 4217.

Samuel Wagan Watson’s workshop: Boomerang Gallery, 27 Margaret St, Southport QLD 4215.

After Dark Reading Session: Surfers Paradise Surf Life Saving Club, Cnr Hanlan St & The 
Esplanade, Surfers Paradise QLD 4217.

A C C E S S  A N D  V e n u e  I n f o r m at i o n

T I C K E T  P R I C E S
Single Session Ticket: $18 Full price / $15 Concession. For individual sessions refer to that 
specific session for ticketing information.

One Day Festival Pass: $50 Full price / $45 Concession. Day passes include access to all 
sessions on the selected days, excluding workshops and catered meals.

Program Pass / Three Day Access: $120 Full price / $100 Concession. Includes access to all 
sessions between 5-7th of December, excluding workshops and catered meals.

Tickets can be purchased online through the website or on the registration counter during 
the program.

Workshops are not included in the above ticket prices. See individual workshops for prices 
and details.

Conference dinner is not included in the above ticket prices. Online pre-bookings are 
essential through the website at www.apwriters.org.
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D AY  1        W E D N E S D AY  0 5  D E C E M B E R
TIME Room G11 3.56 Room G11 3.64 Room G11 3.60 FUNCTIONS

8.30 - 9.15 Registration  Level 5 G40 Foyer

9.15 - 10.00 Welcome and Speeches  Level 5 G40 Lecture Theatre 1

10.00 - 11.00 Level 5 G40 Lecture Theatre 1 
Special Session: Rochelle Potkar
Brave or Necessary? The Battles That Choose Us

11.00 - 11.30 Morning Tea (Delegates only at G11 4.28 Sky Lounge)

11.30 - 12.45 Session 1          
Neighbours: 
What’s Going On 
In Our Literary 
Neighbourhood?

Malachi Edwin, 
Darryl Whetter, 
Zafar Anjum 
(moderated by 
Jane Camens)

Session 2          
Indigenous 
Cultures And 
Literatures

Emmanuela 
Shinta, Sam 
Wagan Watson, 
Annie Te Whiu 
(moderated by 
Philip McLaren)

Session 3          
Writing As An Act 
Of Confession, 
Reconciliation Or 
Rebellion

Sophie MacNeill, 
Anne Connor, 
Ingrid Woodrow 
(moderated by 
Antony Dapiran)

G40 3.71 Red Zone

Workshop 1
11.00 - 1.30          

The Versatile 
Translator

Tiffany Tsao

12.45 - 1.45 Lunch (Delegates only at G07 The Link Uni Bar Terrace)

1.45 - 3.00 Session 4          
My Favourite 
Novel Set In The 
Asia Pacific

Sally Breen, 
Piia Mustamaki, 
Rebecca Haque 
(moderated by 
Neville Sarony)

Session 5          
Meet The Poets:

Stuart Cooke, 
Pascalle Burton, 
Jenn Woodhouse 
(moderated by 
Ravi Shankar)

Session 6          
What’s Up With 
Malaysia?

Sreedhevi Iyer 
and Malachi 
Edwin in 
conversation

G40 3.71 Red Zone

Workshop 2
1.45 - 3.45         

Are You a Traveller 
or a Travel Writer?

Shivaji Das 

3.00 - 3.30 Afternoon Tea (Delegates only at G11 4.28 Sky Lounge)

3.30 - 4.45 Session 7          
A Mind In 
Synergy Or 
Turmoil?
Wrangling 
With Creative 
And Academic 
Practice 

Tiffany Tsao, 
Patrick Allington, 
Jonathan Morley 
(moderated by 
Jose Dalisay)

Session 8         
Writerly 
Authenticity –
Individual And 
Inter/Cultural 
Considerations

Sahib Nazari, 
Inez Baranay and 
Yen-Rong Wong 
(moderated by 
Joe Milan)

Session 9          
Dystopian 
Dreams: Noir 
And Crime 
Fiction

John Dale, 
Philip McLaren 
(moderated by 
Darryl Whetter)

G40 3.71 Red Zone

Launch of
Malachi Edwin’s 
Coitus Interruptus
Julia Prendergast’s 
The Earth Does 
Not Get Fat and 
Special Issue of 
TEXT. 

After Dark Readings and Music at the Surfers Paradise Surf Lifesaving Club. 8.30pm for 
9pm start, featuring Pascale Burton and Jimmy the Saint.
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D AY  2        T H U R S D AY  0 6  D E C E M B E R
TIME Room G11 3.56 Room G11 3.64 Room G11 3.60 FUNCTIONS

10.00 - 11.15 Session 10          
Translation Live
Jennifer 
Mackenzie, 
Tiffany Tsao,  
Vladmeir 
Gonzales, 
Elizabeth Bryer 
(moderated by 
Rebecca Haque)

Session 11          
On Writing 
Habits

Nick Earls, Julia 
Prendergast, 
Yolanda Yu 
(moderated 
by Shelley 
Kenigsberg)

Session 12          
Who Is Telling 
The Stories In 
Singapore?
Aruna Shahani, 
Jayanthi Sankar, 
Anita Thomas 
(moderated by 
Darryl Whetter)

Workshop 3
10.00 - 1.00

Ode to Country
Samuel Wagan 
Watson Poetry

Offsite Boomerang 
Art Gallery

11:15 - 11:45 Morning Tea (Delegates only at G11 4.28 Sky Lounge)

11.45 - 1.00 Session 13          
Publishing and 
Journalism, Now 
And Then

Phillip Edmonds, 
Ashley Hay, 
Yen-Rong Wong 
(moderated by 
Mary Farrow)

Session 14          
A Sunny Place 
For Shady People: 
Australian 
Flipsides

Matthew Condon, 
Philip McLaren, 
Julia Prendergast  
(moderated by 
John Dale)

Session 15          
On Playwriting

Dan Evans, 
Merlynn Tong, 
Shock Therapy 
(moderated by 
Annie Te Whiu)

1.00 - 2:00 Lunch (Delegates only at G07 The Link Uni Bar Terrace)

2.00 - 3:00 Level 5 G40 Lecture Theatre 1 
Special Session: Mirandi Riwoe 
Literary Voyages: Here and there, Past and Present

G07 Drama Theatre

Workshop 4
2.00 - 4.30
Devising For 
Theatre
Shock Therapy 
Productions3:00-3:30 Afternoon Tea (Delegates only at G11 4.28 Sky Lounge)

3.30 - 4.45 Session 16          
Myths And 
Intercultural 
Stories - A 
Pathway To 
Global Literary 
Citizenship

Suzanne Kamata
Helen Burns, 
Jane Houng, 
Francine Smith 
(moderated by 
Liz Packer)

Session 17         
Adaptations 
And Literary 
Inspiration

Mirandi Riwoe, 
Merlynn Tong 
(moderated 
by Patrick 
Allington)

Session 18          
Philippines From 
The Inside (And) 
Out

Jose Dalisay, 
Marby Vilaceran, 
Luna Cleto 
(moderated 
by Roland 
Tolentino)

G40 3.71 Red Zone

Book Launches:
Ravi Shankar’s 
Many Uses of Mint, 
Jena Woodhouse’s 
Green Dance, 
Yolanda Yu’s 
Neighbour’s 
Luck and Phillip 
Edmonds’ The 
Soapbox

Conference Dinner and Music (Level 12 Penthouse at The Island Hotel)
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D AY  3        F R I D AY  0 7  D E C E M B E R
TIME Room G11 3.56 Room G11 3.64 Room G11 3.60 FUNCTIONS

9:30-10:00 Annual General Meeting  Level 5 G40 Lecture Theatre 1

10.00 - 11.15 Session 19          
Talking Poetry: 
Our Favourite 
And Most 
Inspiring Poets

Ravi Shankar, 
Rochelle 
Potkar, Samuel 
Wagan Watson 
(moderated by 
Jude Aquilina)

Session 20         
Long Form And 
Long Distance

Special Griffith 
Review Panel: 
Mirandi Riwoe, 
Sally Breen, 
Lucy Neave 
(moderated by 
Ashley Hay)

Session 21          
China, Hong 
Kong, Macau – 
Literary Webs 
Between Worlds

John Holliday, 
Yolanda Yu, 
Anurag Viswanath, 
Kevin Maher 
(moderated by 
Louisa Lim)

11.15 - 11.45 Morning Tea (Delegates Only at G11 Level 3 Foyer)

11.45 - 1.00 Session 22          
Bringing 
Indonesian 
Writing To The 
World

Jemma Purdey, 
Harry Aveling, 
Emmanuela Shinta 
(moderated 
by Jennifer 
Mackenzie)

Session 23          
Meet The 
Author:

Heather Ellis in 
conversation 
with Mary Farrow

Session 24          
Highlights From 
The Queensland 
Poetry Festival

Level 5 G40 
Lecture Theatre 1

Film Screening: 
Saving JoJo

1:00- 2:00 Lunch (Delegates Only at G07 The Link Uni Bar Terrace)

2.00 - 3:00 Level 5 G40 Lecture Theatre 1 
Special Session: Tim Tomlinson
On Being Impolite: Saying the Unsavoury in Poetry and 
Prose

G40 3.71 Red Zone
Workshop 5
1.30 - 3.30
James Shea on 
Basho’s Guide to 
Writing Images3.00 - 3.30 Afternoon Tea (Delegates only at G11 4.28 Sky Lounge)

3.30 - 4.45 Session 25          
Meet The Author:

Matthew Condon 
in conversation 
with Sally Breen

Session 26          
Capturing the 
Conundrum: 
Gender 
Politics In The 
Contemporary 
Literary Climate

Rochelle Potkar, 
Sreedhevi Iyer, 
Tim Tomlinson 
(moderated by 
Lucy Neave)

Session 27          
The Craft Of 
Travel Writing

Heather Ellis, 
Shivaji Das, 
Ben Allmon, 
(moderated by 
Piia Mustamaki)

G40 3.71 Red Zone

Book Launches:
John Dale’s 
Sydney Noir, 
Philip McLaren’s 
Innocent Abroad 
and Emmanuela 
Shinta’s Me, 
Modernism and My 
Indigenous Roots

9
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Session 1	 G11 3.56

Meet the neighbours: 
what’s going on 
in our literary 
neighbourhood? 
Across the Asia Pacific 
region, the literature of close 
neighbours is often a mystery, 
except to those who go in 
search of it, or are familiar with 
the native language. Other 
factors that leave readers in the 
dark include: a limited number 
of good translations, poor 
marketing and circulation by 
publishers and booksellers, as 
well as lacklustre inter-cultural 
interests. This panel discusses 
the literary landscape and 
how to facilitate cross-cultural 
readership.

Malachi Edwin, Darryl Whetter, 
Zafar Anjum in conversation 
with Jane Camens.

Session 2	 G11 3.64

Indigenous cultures 
and literatures
In our contemporary world, 
marked by constant change, 
traditional wisdom and stories 
of Indigenous cultures are 
in danger of being eroded. 
How can the custodians of 
these cultures and traditions 
maintain deep cultural legacies 
in literature and writing? 

Indigenous Australian poet 
Samuel Wagan Watson, New 
Zealand native poet and 
cultural arts worker Annie Te 
Whiu, and Indonesian Dayak 
activist and cultural advocate 
Emmanuela Shinta, in 
discussion with Philip McLaren.

Session 5	 G11 3.64

Meet the local poets
Meet and greet a dynamic 
selection of prominent 
Queensland-based, Australian 
poets as they read from 
their work and discuss their 
inspirations. 

Stuart Cooke, Pascalle 
Burton and Jena Woodhouse, 
moderated by Ravi Shankar.

Session 3	 G11 3.60

Writing as an act of 
rebellion, confession or 
reconciliation
‘The only way to deal with an 
unfree world is to become so 
absolutely free that your very 
existence is an act of rebellion,’ 
writes Albert Camus. How 
does his philosophy translate 
into writing practice in the 
21st century? Can we really 
‘shake the cage’ by writing 
about what concerns us in a 
world where judgment and 
political correctness can often 
overshadow artistic freedom?

Memoirist Anne Connor, 
writers Sophie MacNeill and 
Ingrid Woodrow discuss with 
Antony Dapiran. 

Session 6	 G11 3.60

What’s up with 
Malaysia?
Malaysian politics appears 
to be complicated and 
uncompromising. How do we 
make sense of issues ‘from the 
outside’? Are complications 
in the narratives and stories 
emerging from ‘inside’ the 
country? 

Join writer Sreedhevi Iyer and 
Malachi Edwin as they unpack 
contemporary Malaysia 
through a literary lens.

Session 4	 G11 3.56

My favourite novel set 
in the Asia Pacific
What makes a setting special 
and memorable in a novel? 

Join Australian writer Sally 
Breen, world traveller from 
Finland Piia Mustamaki, 
and Bangladeshi writer and 
translator Rebecca Haque, 
as they discuss some of their 
favourite novels set in the 
Asia Pacific region with Hong 
Kong-based writer Neville 
Sarony. 

DAY 1      MORNING SE SSIONS	 W E D  0 5  D E C   1 1 . 3 0  -  1 2 . 4 5

DAY 1      AF TERNOON SE SSIONS	 W E D  0 5  D E C   1 . 4 5  -  3 . 0 0
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Session 7	 G11 3.56

A mind in synergy or 
turmoil? Wrangling 
with creative and 
academic practice. 
In an academic setting where 
there is often a perceived 
divide between creative 
and research practice, is it 
possible to straddle the two 
pursuits? What are some of 
the pleasures and pitfalls of 
navigating these worlds? Are 
these activities at odds with 
each other or can one feed the 
other, and vice-versa? 

Academics and creative 
practitioners Tiffany Tsao, 
Patrick Allington, Jonathan 
Morley in discussion with Jose 
Dalisay.

Session 8	 G11 3.64

Writerly authenticity–
individual and inter/
cultural considerations
We live in a time where identity 
politics are increasingly 
complex, where the language 
and the ‘rules’ are ever-
changing. How can writers 
stay true to cultural heritage 
and also produce narratives 
that speak to the heart of their 
experiences? How do those 
who occupy multiple spaces 
and socio-cultural ‘identities’ 
write authentically about 
cultural belonging? 

Multicultural writers Yen-Rong 
Wong, Sahib Nazari, and Inez 
Baranay in discussion with Joe 
Milan.

Session 9	 G11 3.60

Dystopian dreams: noir 
and crime fiction
In the introduction of Sydney 
Noir, John Dale writes:

“Noir is the most democratic 
of genres in that it includes 
people from all walks of life 
and in all kinds of trouble […] 
ordinary people caught up in 
crime and violence, the kind of 
people you pass in the street 
or sit next to on overcrowded 
buses and trains.” 

Panelists discuss one of the 
‘shadier’ sides of our world, as 
captured in crime writing. 

John Dale and Philip McLaren 
in conversation with Darryl 
Whetter. 

Session 8	 G11 3.64

Writerly authenticity–
individual and inter/
cultural considerations
We live in a time where 
identity politics are 
increasingly complex, where 
the language and the ‘rules’ 
are ever-changing. How can 
writers stay true to cultural 
heritage and also produce 
narratives that speak to the 
heart of their experiences? 
How do those who occupy 
multiple spaces and socio-
cultural ‘identities’ write 
authentically about cultural 
belonging? 

Multicultural writers Yen-Rong 
Wong, Sahib Nazari, and Inez 
Baranay in discussion with Joe 
Milan.

Session 9	 G11 3.60

Dystopian dreams: noir 
and crime fiction
In the introduction of Sydney 
Noir, John Dale writes:

“Noir is the most democratic 
of genres in that it includes 
people from all walks of life 
and in all kinds of trouble […] 
ordinary people caught up in 
crime and violence, the kind of 
people you pass in the street 
or sit next to on overcrowded 
buses and trains.” 

Panellists discuss one of the 
‘shadier’ sides of our world, as 
captured in crime writing. 

John Dale and Philip McLaren 
in conversation with Darryl 
Whetter. 

Session 7	 G11 3.56

A mind in synergy or 
turmoil? Wrangling 
with creative and 
academic practice
In an academic setting where 
there is often a perceived 
divide between creative 
and research practice, is it 
possible to straddle the two 
pursuits? What are some of 
the pleasures and pitfalls of 
navigating these worlds? Are 
these activities at odds with 
each other or can one feed the 
other, and vice-versa? 

Academics and creative 
practitioners Tiffany Tsao, 
Patrick Allington, Jonathan 
Morley in discussion with Jose 
Dalisay.

DAY 1      L ATE-AF TERNOON SE SSIONS	 W E D  0 5  D E C   3 . 3 0  -  4 . 4 5

Readings and Music - Surfers Paradise Surf Life Saving Club - From 8.30pm
We’ve assembled a knockout line up of performance poets and prose stylists to blow your 
collective literary minds headlined by multi-award winning Australian performance poet 
Pascalle Burton. Readers and performers include: Jena Woodhouse, Farid Farid, Hailey 
Quaizon, Sally Breen and Deedle Tomlinson amongst others.

Featuring also musical performances from legendary GC singer songwriter Jimmy The Saint 
and a duet from APWT crooner favourites Neville Sarony and Shelley Kenigsberg. Dance late 
into the night with the coolest DJs in town GD FRNDS.
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Session 10	 G11 3.56

Translation Live  
How do translators 
approach the complex task 
of transposing meaning? 
How are subtle nuances 
and metaphorical language 
conveyed from one culture to 
another, in another language? 
How are those translations 
then placed into a new market 
for new audiences? What are 
the challenges and joys of 
publishing translations? 

Through live examples and 
discussion, translators Jennifer 
MacKenzie, Tiffany Tsao, 
Vladmeir Gonzales and editor 
Elizabeth Bryer discuss the 
tricks and tips of their trade, 
with Rebecca Haque.

Session 11	 G11 3.64

On writing habits
Endless websites and pages 
are dedicated to developing 
a habit of writing by example. 
Murakami admits to getting up 
at 4am and working for four to 
six hours, and then going for a 
ten-kilometre run. W.H Auden 
believed that a life of military 
precision was essential to his 
creativity, while Mark Twain 
wrote lying down in bed. Is 
this kind of habit and some 
discipline really necessary? 

Writers Nick Earls, Julia 
Prendergast and poet Yolanda 
Yu in discussion with editor 
and writing facilitator Shelley 
Kenigsberg.

Session 14	 G11 3.64

A sunny place for 
shady people: 
Australian flipsides
Australia is a land of stark 
contrasts. From startling 
natural beauty to seedy 
streets. From rich cultural 
diversity to xenophobia. From 
sunshine and light to blood 
and violence. Panelists unpack 
the dark side of 'the lucky 
country' through their literary 
works. 

Join prominent Australian 
authors Matthew Condon, 
Julia Prendergast and Philip 
McLaren in conversation with 
John Dale.

Session 12	 G11 3.60

Who is telling the 
stories in Singapore?
Singapore is one of the most 
culturally diverse countries in 
our region. In this melting pot, 
who gets to tell what stories? 
Listen to some of Singapore’s 
most exciting writers as they 
discuss their craft and their 
inspiration. 

Aruna Shahani, Jayanthi 
Sankar and Anita Thomas in 
discussion with Darryl Whetter.

Session 15	 G11 3.60

On Playwriting
The craft of playwriting 
requires the ability to visualise 
the narrative brought to life on 
stage, rather than on the page. 
How do practitioners envision 
and produce a play? 

Dan Evans, Merlynn Tong, Sam 
Foster and Hayden Jones (of 
Shock Therapy Productions), 
discuss their inspiration and 
craft with Annie Te Whiu.

Session 13	 G11 3.56

Publishing and 
journalism, now and 
then
With so much on offer on 
the internet and blogs, as 
well as immediate online 
news platforms and instant 
updates, how has the shape 
of publishing and journalism 
changed in the last several 
years? Is the traditional slow-
paced format of publishing 
a printed book, a journal, or 
news dying out? Where are we 
headed next? 

Join prominent publishing 
figures as they discuss the 
challenges and opportunities. 
Phillip Edmonds, Ashley Hay, 
Yen-Rong Wong in discussion 
with Mary Farrow.

DAY 2      MORNING SE SSIONS	 T H U  0 6  D E C   1 0 . 0 0  -  1 1 . 1 5

DAY 2      MID-MORNING SE SSIONS	 T H U  0 6  D E C   1 1 . 4 5  -  1 . 0 0
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DAY 2      L ATE-AF TERNOON SE SSIONS	 T H U  0 6  D E C   3 . 3 0  -  4 . 4 5

Session 16	 G11 3.56

Myths and intercultural 
stories —a pathway 
to global literary 
citizenship 
How can myths, narratives of 
resilience, and stories from 
different cultures inspire 
children to be global literary 
citizens? Panelists discuss 
intercultural stories, myth, and 
stories of personal resilience, 
focusing on the craft of 
writing as a way of keeping 
young readers interested and 
educated.

Multicultural authors and 
educators, Suzanne Kamata, 
Jane Houng, Helen Burns and 
Francine Smith, in discussion 
with Liz Packer.

Session 17	 G11 3.64

Adaptions and literary 
inspirations 
Where do our literary ideas 
come from? How do we draw 
upon and envision a story? 
What are the ‘rules’ when 
adapting and consciously 
drawing inspiration from 
existing works? What is the 
relationship between the voice 
of the ‘new’ and the voice of 
pre-existing work? 

Listen to Mirandi Riwoe, whose 
Stella Prize-shortlisted novella 
Fish Girl was inspired by W. 
Somerset Maugham’s The Four 
Dutchmen, and playwright 
Merlynn Tong who is currently 
adapting Sophocles’ Antigone 
for Queensland Theatre as they 
discuss their ideas and craft 
with Patrick Allington.

Session 18	 G11 3.60

Philippines from the 
inside (and) out
What is the state of affairs in 
the Philippines? Filipino writers 
discuss the complexities of 
contemporary affairs from 
an insider’s perspective, as 
well as the writer’s personal 
and ethical responsibilities 
in narrating to the ‘outside’ 
world.

Join Jose Dalisay, Marby 
Vilaceran and Luna Cleto, 
moderated by Roland 
Tolentino.

Dinner and Music - 7 PM - The Island Hotel 
Join APWT participants, speakers and friends for a sumptuous gourmet dinner inspired by 
the iconic Aussie BBQ. Held in The Island Hotel's spectacular Level 12 penthouse function 
space with an exclusive performance from music, dance and urban fusion star YT Dingo, this 
will be a night to remember. Eat, drink, mingle and dance under the open roof as DJs GD 
FRNDS bring the party.  
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Session 19	 G11 3.56

Talking poetry: Our 
favourite and most 
inspiring poets  
Join our award-winning panel
of poets, Ravi Shankar, 
Rochelle Potkar and Samuel 
Wagan Watson in conversation 
with poet and multimedia 
performer Jude Aquilina, as 
they read and discuss their 
favourite and most inspiring 
poets, both historical and 
contemporary, and from the far 
reaches of the globe.

Session 20	 G11 3.64

Long distance and long 
form
Join three Griffith Review 
contributors – Mirandi Riwoe 
(GR61); Lucy Neave (GR62); 
and APWT chair Sally Breen 
(one of the current Griffith 
Review Queensland Writing 
fellows) – and editor Ashley 
Hay as they explore the art 
and craft of evoking place in 
long-form fiction and narrative 
non-fiction. How does 
research feed into settings? 
How do writers bring places 
near and far – in terms of 
time as well as geography 
– to life? And what are the 
freedoms, the potentials and 
the responsibilities involved in 
realising place as a character 
in long-form work, as opposed 
to shorter formats?

Session 23	 G11 3.64

Meet the author: 
Heather Ellis
Heather Ellis set out to 
travel alone across Africa on 
a motorbike in the 1990s, 
an adventure recounted in 
her inspiring book Ubuntu. 
An advocate for health and 
women living with HIV in 
Australia, Heather will be 
in conversation about the 
journey and the craft of 
writing, with Mary Farrow, 
manager of Emerald 
Community House and 
director of the Centre of 
Resilience.

Session 21	 G11 3.60

China, Hong Kong, 
Macau–Literary webs 
between worlds
For centuries, China has 
captured the imagination of 
many people across the world, 
with its literary legacy, politics 
and rich culture. 

Join long-term Macau resident, 
Kevin Maher, Chinese poet 
and translator Yolanda Yu, 
alongside biographer John 
Holliday (great-great grandson 
of Walter Medhurst: the first 
Englishman to start spreading 
Christianity to China), as 
well as scholar of Chinese/
India relations, Anurag 
Viswanath. Panelists discuss 
China’s legacy with Louisa 
Lim: researcher, journalist, 
podcaster, and author of The 
People’s Republic of Amnesia: 
Tiananmen Revisited. 

Session 24	 G11 3.60

Highlights from the 
Queensland Poetry 
Festival
Poetry has a unique ability 
to heal and surprise us by 
reminding us of the ways in 
which we are all connected. 
Join a stellar line-up of 
some of Queensland’s finest 
poets for a diverse selection 
of captivating readings 
and powerful spoken word 
performances.

Session 22	 G11 3.56

Bringing Indonesian 
writing to the world
Indonesia boasts a rich 
literary tradition and yet 
most Australian readers are 
oblivious of this, despite the 
fact that Indonesia is our ‘next-
door’ neighbour. How can 
we promote the intercultural 
transmission of literature 
between close neighbours and 
more broadly, to the rest of 
the world? Panelists discuss 
the possibility of enhanced 
exchange. 

Jemma Purdey, Harry 
Aveling and Emmanuela 
Shintah discuss with Jennifer 
MacKenzie.

DAY 3      MORNING SE SSIONS	 F R I   0 7  D E C   1 0 . 0 0  -  1 1 . 1 5

DAY 3      MID-MORNING SE SSIONS	 F R I   0 7  D E C   1 1 . 4 5  -  1 . 0 0
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DAY 3      L ATE-AF TERNOON SE SSIONS	 F R I   0 7  D E C   3 . 3 0  -  4 . 4 5

Session 25	 G11 3.56

Meet the author: 
Matthew Condon
Matthew Condon has been 
investigating crime and 
corruption in Queensland 
for more than a decade. 
Over the course of three 
years, Condon interviewed 
disgraced former Queensland 
Police Commissioner Terry 
Lewis. At the time he had 
exclusive access to Lewis’s 
private papers. This resulted 
in Condon’s bestselling true 
crime trilogy, Three Crooked 
Kings, Jacks and Jokers and 
All Fall Down.

Join Matthew Condon in 
conversation with Australian 
author Sally Breen.

Session 26	 G11 3.64

Capturing the 
conundrum: Gender 
politics in the 
contemporary literary 
climate
How do we represent gender 
and gender politics equitably 
when the language is ever-
changing? How do authors 
capture the conundrum 
and contradiction of human 
relations when grappling with 
gender diversity and multi-
faceted characters? 

Join Rochelle Potkar, Sreedhevi 
Iyer, Tim Tomlinson in 
discussion with Lucy Neave.

Session 27	 G11 3.60

The craft of travel 
writing 
“We wanderers, ever seeking 
the lonelier way, begin no day 
where we have ended another 
day; and no sunrise finds us 
where sunset left us.” 

– Kahlil Gibran

How does one capture the 
sensory data at the heart of 
the travel experience? How 
does the writer map the 
visceral detail of new places, 
bringing them alive in concrete 
and specific detail for the 
reader? Panelists discuss their 
collective works, inspired by 
their travels. 

Join Heather Ellis, Shivaji Das 
and Ben Allmon, with Piia 
Mustamaki.
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WORKSHOPS &
  BOOK LAUNCHES



WOR KSHOP 1      G40  3 .71    RED  ZONE	 W E D   0 5  D E C   1 1 . 0 0  -  1 . 3 0

WOR KSHOP 2      G40  3 .71    RED  ZONE	 W E D   0 5  D E C   1 . 4 5  -  3 . 4 5

WOR KSHOP 3      BOOMERANG GALLERY	 T H U   0 6   D E C   1 0 . 0 0  -  1 . 0 0

THE VERSATILE TRANSLATOR  - Tiffany Tsao
Cost: $75 Full Price, $70 Concession

In literary translation, doing justice to the original text necessarily involves experimentation: 
trying out different words and phrases, tinkering with punctuation and sentence structure, 
deliberating on aspects of the text to preserve at the expense of others. But what are the 
guiding principles that determine these decisions? And how might these principles change?

This 2.5-hour workshop challenges literary translators to think more purposefully about the 
ethos of translation. Participants will exercise their versatility to produce multiple translations 
of the same text. Translators of all languages and all levels of experience are welcome.

Requirements: Participants must bring one text (e.g. a poem, a novel or essay excerpt) that 
they would like to translate but have not yet translated. Prose should be approximately 100-
150 words and preferably a relatively self-contained paragraph. Poems should be no more 
than a page and less than 100 words. Participants should also bring dictionaries or other 
reference tools.

WHY JUST BE A TRAVELLER? BE A TRAVEL WRITER!  - Shivaji Das
Cost: $75 Full Price, $70 Concession

You love travelling. Then why not share your travel experiences with a wider world? But is 
there any new place left to discover? Are there any new things left to write? How can a travel 
writer survive in these times of TripAdvisor and Google Image Search? In this workshop, travel 
writer and photographer Shivaji Das will explain the essentials of travel writing in our current 
age, with tips on getting published in various online and print platforms.  The workshop is 
aimed at beginners as well as budding travel writers. The workshop endeavours to answer the 
following questions:

•	 How has travel writing evolved?
•	 How can I write a great travel story?
•	 What should I include and what should I exclude?
•	 How do I structure the flow of my writing?
•	 What kind of pictures and multimedia can I use to enhance my story?
•	 Who should I approach for publication?
•	 How should I write the pitch?
•	 How do I create and sustain my brand as a travel writer?

ODE TO COUNTRY: A CREATIVE APPROACH TO ACKNOWLEDGING COUNTRY, 
PLACE, EVENTS AND PEOPLE - Samuel Wagan Watson
Cost: $75 Full Price, $70 Concession

Drawing on story-telling traditions of the Ode and Indigenous song-lines, Samuel shows 
how we can still acknowledge ritual in our day-to-day lives and communities. Whether you 
want to write an ode to country for a house-warming, wedding or the passing of kin, this 
workshop/creative discussion looks at ways of acknowledging country without appropriating 
Indigenous culture while keeping the integrity of the message. Please join us for what will be a 
constructive session in creative community engagement, and please bring an ode, or idea, to 
share!
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WOR KSHOP 4      G40  3 .71    RED  ZONE	 T H U   0 6   D E C   2 . 0 0  -  4 . 3 0

WOR KSHOP 5      G40  3 .71    RED  ZONE	 F R I   0 7   D E C   1 . 3 0  -  3 . 3 0

SPECIA L  SCREENING     LEVEL  5  G40 LECTURE THEATRE 1 	 F R I   0 7   D E C   1 1 . 4 5  -  1 . 0 0

BASHŌ’S GUIDE TO WRITING IMAGES - James Shea
Cost: $75 Full Price, $70 Concession

A master of concrete language, Japanese haiku poet Matsuo Bashō is a useful guide for how 
to render the world in clear and concise images. Join this workshop to read and discuss haiku 
images, and to learn how to write your own memorable images. The session will include an 
in-class writing activity and a discussion of participants’ work.

DEVISING AND WRITING FOR THEATRE - Shock Therapy Productions
Cost: $75 Full Price, $70 Concession

In this workshop Shock Therapy co-founders, Sam Foster and Hayden Jones will take you 
through their unique process of creating new, original theatre.  Using true stories as a starting 
point Sam and Hayden will show you how to use devised scenarios to generate dramatic 
content and engaging narratives.  They will demonstrate how these devised scenarios can 
then be pieced together to form the basis for characters, relationships, scenes and entire 
plays.  The workshop is focused on process as opposed to outcomes and aims to give you 
an insight into a different approach to writing for the stage. This workshop requires no 
experience in acting or theatre, just an open mind and a willingness to play and explore!

SCREENING OF TWO EPISODES OF SAVING JOJO
Followed by Q&A with filmmaker Mark White
Many people have seen the recent heart-breaking and shocking footage of an orangutan 
fighting off a bulldozer. The situation facing orangutans is now more desperate and urgent 
than ever. Their forest homes continue to be destroyed at an astonishing rate to make way 
for palm oil plantations. Our feature documentary Rise of the Eco-Warriors (2014) told the 
story of fifteen young people from nine countries who spent 100 days in the jungles of Borneo 
working with Dr Willie Smits and the local Dayak people on solutions to deforestation and 
setting up a rescue centre for displaced orangutans. During the filming of the documentary, an 
orphaned baby orangutan called Jojo was rescued by the eco-warriors and taken to the Sintang 
Orangutan Centre (SOC). In December last year, she was finally released into a protected forest, 
in the remote Heart of Borneo, and the event was filmed. This provided the ending to the story 
we had always dreamed about, and so we decided to release the story as a 13 part TV series 
Saving Jojo with a new, updated ending.

Come and join us in the screening of two of the Saving Jojo episodes.
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Thu 06 Dec    3:30pm     G.40 3.71 Red Zone	

FRI 07 Dec    3:45pm     G.40 3.71 Red Zone	

Wed 05 Dec   3:30pm     G40 3.71 Red Zone	

JOURNAL 
OF WRITING 

AND WRITING 
COURSES

APWT Special 
Issue

Coitus Interruptus 
and Other Stories
Malachi Edwin 
Vethamani
Maya Press 

Many Uses of Mint
Ravi Shankar
Recent Works Press

The Soapbox
Phillip Edmonds
Arcadia

Green Dance 
Jena Woodhouse
Calanthe Press

Sydney Noir
John Dale
Brio Books

Innocent Abroad
Philip McLaren

Me, Modernism 
and my Indigenous 
Roots
Emmanuela Shinta

Neighbour's Luck
Yolanda Yu
Math Paper Press

The Earth Does 
Not Get Fat
Julia Prendergast
UWA Publishing

Global Local: Sharing 
Stories with the World
Editors: Sanaz Fotouhi 
and Shelley Kenigsberg
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     PARTICIPATING                            
SPEAKERS



Patrick Allington is a writer, 
editor, critic and academic 
from Adelaide. His novel 
Figurehead was long-listed 
for the Miles Franklin Literary 
Award. He lectures in English 
& Creative Writing.

Benjamin Allmon is an 
author, journalist, musician, 
audio engineer, adventurer 
and film producer. Shortlisted 
for the Queensland Literary 
Awards’ Premier’s Award for 
a Work of State Significance, 
The Saltwater Story 
describes Allmon’s three-
day sea voyage in traditional 
canoes with the Bundjalung-
Yugambeh people of the 
Gold Coast, a journey not 
made in over a century.

Jude Aquilina has published 
seven poetry collections, 
short stories and articles in 
Australia and abroad. She 
teaches Professional Writing 
at Adelaide College of the 
Arts and was the winner of 
the 2018 Barbara Hanrahan 
Fellowship.

Harry Aveling is a Professor 
in the School of Languages, 
Cultures and Linguistics 
at Monash University. He 
specialises in Indonesian 
and Malay Literature, and 
Translation Studies. 

Inez Baranay an English 
language writer of Australian 
citizenship, immigrant 
background, transnational 
culture, and cosmopolitan 
temperament. She is the 
author of over a dozen books 
of short stories, fiction and 
non-fiction. Her recent novel, 
Turn Left at Venus will be 
published in 2019.

Chantelle Bayes is a writer 
and researcher living on 
the Gold Coast. She is 

interested in contemporary 
literature, nature writing and 
representations of the non-
human in fiction. Her writing 
has been published in Axon 
and Meniscus and performed 
at the Brisbane Writers 
Festival, the Melbourne 
Emerging Writers Festival, 
and the Newcastle ‘This 
is not art’ Festival among 
others. 

Elizabeth Bryer is the 
translations editor at TLB’s 
book imprint, Brow Books 
and its flagship print 
quarterly The Lifted Brow. 
She is a literary translator 
from Spanish, winner of a 
2017 PEN/Heim Translation 
Fund Grant from PEN 
America.

Sally Breen is senior lecturer 
in writing and publishing at 
Griffith University. She is the 
author of The Casuals (2011) 
and Atomic City (2013). 
Her short form creative 
and non-fiction work has 
been published widely with 
features in Overland, Griffith 
Review, Asia Literary Review, 
The Conversation, The Age, 
Best Australian Stories and 
The Guardian London. She is 
chair of APWT.

Helen Burns is an Australian 
writer and poet. She has 
recently completed a cross-
cultural novel inspired by 
the life of an eighth century 
South Indian poet that 
spans Tamil Nadu, Australia 
and France which was 
selected for the Hachette / 
Queensland Writers Centre 
Manuscript Development 
Program in 2016.

Pascalle Burton is a poet 
and performer with an 
interest in conceptual art and 

cultural theory. Her collection 
About the Author is Dead is 
available from Cordite Books.

Jane Camens is the founder 
of APWT. She holds an MA 
in Creative Writing from the 
University of East Anglia, 
where she also worked for 
the New Writing Partnership 
(now the Writers Centre 
Norwich). In 2001 she co-
founded the Hong Kong 
International Literary Festival, 
Asia’s first international 
literary festival.

Stuart Cooke is a poet, 
translator and critic. His latest 
poetry collection is Opera 
(Five Islands Press, 2016), 
and his translation of Gianni 
Siccardi's The Blackbird 
was recently published by 
Vagabond Press.

Matthew Condon has been 
a journalist for more than 
30 years. He is the author of 
best selling true crime trilogy, 
Three Crooked Kings, Jacks 
and Jokers and All Fall Down. 
He has been investigating the 
Whiskey Au Go Go nightclub 
firebombing in 1973. His book 
on the subject, The Night 
Dragon, will be published in 
late 2018. 

Anne Connor is an award-
winning Melbourne writer. 
Her debut memoir Two 
Generations (2018) explores 
the lived familial impact 
of secrets, suffering, 
forgiveness, hope and 
redemption.

John Dale is the author 
of seven books of crime, 
memoirs, creative non-fiction 
and anthologies, including 
the best-selling novel 
Huckstepp. He is a Professor 
of Writing at UTS.
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Jose Dalisay Jr. has 
published more than 30 
books of fiction and non-
fiction. His second novel, 
Soledad’s Sister, was 
shortlisted for the inaugural 
Man Asian Literary Prize in 
2007. Dalisay is a professor 
of English and Creative 
Writing at the University of 
the Philippines.

Antony Dapiran is an 
Australian-born, Hong Kong-
based writer, lawyer and 
photographer, author of City 
of Protest: A Recent History 
of Dissent in Hong Kong 
(Penguin, 2017).

Shivaji Das is the author 
of three travel memoirs 
and photography books. 
His work has appeared in 
TIME, Economist, BBC, and 
Asian Geographic. He is the 
conceptualizer of Migrant 
Poetry Contests in Singapore 
and Malaysia.

Nick Earls is the best-selling 
author of over twenty-seven 
books for adults, teens and 
children. His recent work, 
the Wisdom Tree novellas, 
have been described as a ‘a 
triumphant and extraordinary 
piece of fiction’.

Phillip Edmonds has taught 
Australian literature & 
Creative writing for over 
twenty years. His most recent 
experience as a publisher has 
been producing ‘Wet ink,’ the 
magazine of ‘new writing’ 
from 2005 to 2012. He has 
published three collections 
of short fiction, including The 
Soapbox.

Heather Ellis is an author 
and a public speaker on 
sexual health and HIV, and 
the author of Ubuntu about 
her epic journey from south 

to north Africa during 1993 
to 1994. 

Daniel Evans is an award-
winning writer, director, and 
producer who has worked 
across Australia in theatre, 
festivals, print and television. 
His most recent play Six 
Hundred Ways to Filter a 
Sunset was commissioned 
as part of Queensland 
Theatre 2017 Scene Project 
where it was toured and 
workshopped in over 60 
schools across Queensland.

Farid Farid is a journalist, 
scholar and spoken word 
artist based in Cairo. 
He has been published 
internationally in The New 
Yorker, New York Times, The 
Guardian, Vanity Fair, Los 
Angeles Review of Books, 
The Atlantic as well as 
national newspapers such as 
Sydney Morning Herald & The 
Australian.

Mary Farrow is the manager 
of Emerald Community 
House, and director of the 
Centre of Resilience, where 
she helps the community 
through programs, festivals 
and services. She recently 
launched the Emerald 
Messenger, a community 
paper dedicated to slow 
journalism.

Sanaz Fotouhi is the director 
of APWT. She is a writer and 
filmmaker. Her work has been 
published in The Griffith 
Review, The Southerly, and 
Mascara Literary Review 
amongst other places.

Vladimeir Gonzales is a 
writing fellow of Likhaan: 
University of the Philippines 
Institute of Creative Writing 
and the chairperson of the 
University Department 

of Filipino and Philippine 
Literature. He writes essays, 
short stories, plays and 
papers on fan fiction and 
translations. His recent body 
of work is composed of 
translations of foreign drama 
texts into Filipino. 

Romi Grossberg is a 
holistic counsellor, public 
speaker and author of The 
5-Minute Guide to Emotional 
Intelligence and The Key. 
She lives in Thailand and is 
writing her first memoir. 

Rebecca Haque is a Professor 
and former Chair (2009-
2012) at the Dept. of English, 
University of Dhaka. She is 
a literary critic, writer, poet, 
translator, and columnist.

Ashley Hay is a Brisbane-
based novelist and essayist. 
Her latest novel is A Hundred 
Small Lessons.  She is the 
editor of Griffith Review.

Matt Hetherington is a writer, 
teacher, music-maker, and 
moderate self-promoter 
living in the Tweed Valley, 
Northern New South Wales. 
His fifth and most recent 
collection is The Love of the 
Sun.  

John Holliday specialises 
in biographical writing. He 
is the author of Mission to 
China: How an Englishman 
brought the West to 
the Orient published by 
Amberley in the UK. 

Jane Houng has lived and 
worked in Hong Kong for 
over thirty years and has 
published four books for 
young adults and children 
stories.

Ozi Jarel is a Ugandan and 
Sudanese poet & rapper 
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based in Brisbane. Moving 
to Australia three years 
ago to pursue a degree in 
Architecture, he continues 
sharing his spiritual journey 
using a unique style of word 
play.

Sreedhevi Iyer is the award 
winning author of Jungle 
Without Water. Nominated 
for a Pushcart Prize, her work 
has appeared in Drunken 
Boat, Hotel Amerika and 
the Asian American Literary 
review. 

Suzanne Kamata is an expat 
American who has lived in 
Japan for thirty years. She is 
the author of ten published 
books for young adults, 
children, anthologies and 
travel narratives.

Shelley Kenigsberg is a 
freelance editor, writer and 
trainer with decades of 
experience. She runs S K 
Publishing, offering writing 
and editing programs in 
memoir writing and creative 
writing.

Nigel Krauth is head of the 
writing program at Griffith 
University, Australia. He has 
published novels, stories, 
essays, articles and reviews. 
He is the General Editor of 
TEXT: Journal of writing and 
writing courses. 

Louisa Lim is an award 
winning writer, journalist 
and podcaster and author 
of The People’s Republic 
of Amnesia; Tiananmen 
Revisited (Oxford University 
Press), shortlisted for the 
Orwell Prize and the Helen 
Bernstein Book Prize for 
Excellence in Journalism. 

Jennifer Mackenzie has had a 
long term engagement with 

Asia. Her most recent book is 
Borobudur and Other Poems 
and she is currently working 
on a poetic biography of 
‘Pramoedya’ and a collection 
of essays about writing from 
and about Asia. 

Sophie MacNeill is a writer 
and PhD candidate at 
Griffith University working 
on her first novel. Her short 
fiction has appeared in 
Talent Implied: New Writing 
from Griffith, Pink Cover 
Zine, the Bareknuckle Poet 
Annual Anthology, and the 
upcoming ACE Anthology by 
Recent Work Press. 

Kevin M. Maher is an 
American teacher of English 
and Creative writing at the 
University of Macau. He is 
the author of No Couches in 
Korea (2016) and is releasing 
a new book Moon Over 
Macau in 2018.

Jessica Faye Marino is a 
writer, a performance poet, 
and a daughter of Baguio. 
She is a member of the 
Ubbog Cordillera Young 
Writers Group and the 
Baguio Writers Group. She 
has performed her poetry 
in various stages in the 
Philippines and across South 
East Asia. 

Phillip McLaren is an award 
winning author whose work 
is translated and taught 
at universities in Europe, 
the US and Australia. His 
parents are Kamilaroi First 
Nation Australians from 
Coonabarabran.

Joe Milan Jr. is a BMI PhD 
Fellow of Creative Writing at 
UNLV, and a MFA graduate. 
His work has appeared or 
is forthcoming in Broad 
Street, F(r)iction (2017 Short 

Story winner selected by 
Celeste Ng), The LA Review 
of Books’ Blarb, Books 
Actually Gold Standard 
2016 anthology, The Kyoto 
Journal, and others.

Jonathan Morley former 
Programme Director at 
Writers’ Centre Norwich, 
now teaches Literature and 
Creative Writing at Sun Yat-
sen University, Guangzhou. 
He writes poetry collection 
Euclid’s Harmonics is 
published in the UK by Ink, 
Sweat & Tears.

Piia Mustamaki is a Finnish 
writer, currently located 
in Abu Dhabi where she 
teaches NYU’s writing 
program. Travelling 
extensively, her travel 
writing has been published 
in Punctuate, The Cultureist, 
among others.

Anisa Nandaula is the 
2018 recipient of the Arts 
Queensland XYZ Award for 
Innovation in Spoken Word, 
2016 Queensland poetry 
slam champion, the runner 
up Australian poetry slam 
champion and nationally 
renowned poet.

Sahib Nazari, born in 
Afghanistan, is a Griffith 
University graduate in 
Creative Writing and 
Literature. He voices his 
experiences through writing 
– short stories and occasional 
poetry. 

Lucy Neave is a lecturer 
of Creative Writing at 
the Australian National 
University. She is the author 
of Who We Were shortlisted 
for the ACT Book of the 
Year Award in 2014. She has 
published in Best Australian 
Stories 2009 & 2014, and in 

24



literary journals, including 
Overland and Southerly. 

Liz Packer coordinates the 
Adelaide College of the Arts 
Professional Writing program 
(which includes writing 
fiction, poetry, film and TV 
scripts, plays, children’s 
stories, fantasy and sci-fi, and 
business writing). 

Rochelle Potkar, an award 
winning poet, is an alumna 
of Iowa International Writing 
Program (2015) and the 
Charles Wallace Writer’s 
fellowship (2017). She is the 
author of The Arithmetic 
of breasts, Four Degrees of 
Separation, and numerous 
other stories and an award 
winning poet. 

Julia Prendergast’s novel 
The Earth Does Not Get 
Fat, was published by 
the University of Western 
Australia Publishing, 2018. 
She is a lecturer in Writing 
and Literature at Swinburne 
University, Melbourne. 

Jemma Purdey is a 
researcher who explores 
the relationship between 
Indonesia and Australia. 
She has published widely 
on Indonesian politics and 
contemporary history. She 
is Chair of the board that 
publishes the magazine 
Inside Indonesia and is 
co-editor of the Herb Feith 
Translation Series, Monash 
University Publishing.

Mirandi Riwoe is the author 
of Stella Prize shortlisted 
The Fish Girl, winner of 
Seizure’s Viva la Novella 
V.  She has received an 
Asialink residency with the 
Shanghai Writers Association 
and fellowships from the 
Queensland Literary Awards 

and Griffith Review. 

Neville Sarony is a practising 
Queen’s Counsel based in 
Hong Kong. He is the author 
of the Max Devlin political 
thriller novels The Dharma 
Expedient and Devlin’s 
Chakra as well as the memoir 
Counsel in the Clouds, which 
traces how he became the 
first foreign lawyer to work 
in Nepal. 

Jayanthi Sankar is currently 
writing her first book in 
English. Born in India, she 
has published extensively, 
and is a self-taught teacher 
of sketching, drawing and 
painting.

Aruna Shahani, a versatile 
poet, expresses herself on 
a wide spectrum of themes 
often using free verse. She 
has published an anthology 
In Reverie with other poets in 
2016, and her solo collection 
of 50 poems Mid Autumn 
Musings will be launched at 
Singapore Writers Festival.

Ravi Shankar is a multi-award 
winning poet, translator, 
editor, speaker and founder 
of Drunken Boat, one of 
the world’s oldest online 
journals. His latest book, 
Many Uses of Mint: New and 
Selected Poems 1997-2017 
has just been published with 
publishers Recent Works.

James Shea is an award 
winning American author, 
translator and poet living 
in Hong Kong. In addition 
to serving as the Associate 
Director of the International 
Writers’ Workshop, he is the 
Poetry Reviews Editor for the 
Hong Kong Review of Books 
and an advisor to the Hong 
Kong International Literary 
Festival. 

Emmanuela Shinta is a Dayak 
leader, activist, filmmaker 
and writer. Her YOUTH ACT 
campaign has been published 
in the UNICEF Publication. 
Shita uses her skills and 
knowledge for social change.

Shock Therapy Productions 
is an award winning Gold 
Coast born arts company 
founded in 2015 by Sam 
Foster and Hayden Jones 
and has a vision to create 
Provocative Arts Experiences 
through storytelling that 
explores what it is to be 
human.

Luna Sicat Cleto teaches 
Creative Writing in Filipino at 
the University of Philippines 
in Dillman. She has published 
extensively in Filipino.  

Francie Smith is a Children’s 
author of The Dragonfly 
Who Lost A Wing But Could 
Still Fly an inspirational and 
courageous story.

Eve Stafford is Program 
Director of Cairns Tropical 
Writers Festival.

David Stavanger is a poet, 
performer, cultural producer 
and lapsed psychologist. 
In 2013 he won the Arts 
Queensland Thomas 
Shapcott  Poetry Prize, 
resulting in the release of The 
Special (UQP), his first full-
length collection of poetry 
which was awarded the 2015 
Wesley Michel Wright Poetry 
Prize. 

Annie Te Whiu has worked 
as a cultural producer, and a 
theatre practitioner writing 
of the marginalised voices 
in the Australian arts sector. 
She is descended from the Te 
Rarawa tribe of Aotearoa, 
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Anita Thomas is an 
author, blogger and a web 
designer who has worked 
in advertising and film 
production apart from her 
writing. Her website www.
singaporefokids.com has 
been a trusted source of 
information for residents of, 
and visitors to Singapore for 
the past 14 years.

Rolando B. Tolentino 
is faculty of University 
of the Philippines Film 
Institute and former dean 
of the UP College of Mass 
Communication and 
Director of the UP Institute 
of Creative Writing. His 
research interests include 
Philippine literature, popular 
culture, cinema and media, 
interfacing national and 
transnational issues.

Tim Tomlinson is co-founder 
of the New York Writers 
Workshop and the co-author 
of its popular text, The 
Portable MFA in Creative 
Writing. He has taught and 
published around the world 
and currently holds writing 
workshops and seminars in 
New York University’s Global 
Liberal Studies program.

Deedle Tomlinson was born 
and raised in the Philippines. 
A poet, she is the project 
manager for New York 
Writers Workshop and lives 
in Brooklyn with her husband 
Tim Tomlinson. 

Merlynn Tong is an 
award winning actor and 
playwright. She has written 
numerous plays, including 
the adaptation of Sophocles’ 
Antigone for Queensland 
Theatre (2019).

Tiffany Tsao is a writer and 
translator and the author 

of the literary thriller Under 
Your Wings and the Oddfits 
fantasy series (The Oddfits 
and The More Known 
World). Her translations from 
Indonesian to English include 
Dee Lestari’s novel Paper 
Boats, Laksmi Pamuntjak’s 
The Birdwoman’s Palate, and 
Norman Erikson Pasaribu’s 
poetry.

Malachi Edwin Vethamani is 
Professor of English at the 
University of Nottingham 
Malaysia and a prolific writer, 
poet and critic. 

Marby Villaceran is a 
Professor of English and 
Comparative Literature at the 
University of the Philippines. 
She has a BA and MA in 
Creative Writing, and a PhD 
in Sociology.

Anurag Mohanty Viswanath 
is a prolific writer and 
columnist of Chinese culture, 
having published over a 
100 articles on the topic. 
She holds a PhD in Political 
Science from the University 
of Delhi and is the author of 
Finding India in China: Travels 
to the Lesser Known (2015).  

Samuel Wagan Watson of 
Wunjaburra/Munanjali and 
German heritage is an award 
winning poet whose work 
has been translated into 
dozens of languages. 

Darryl Whetter is the 
inaugural director of 
Creative Writing MA at 
LaSalle College of the Arts in 
Singapore. He is the author 
of three books of fiction and 
two poetry collections. His 
novels include the bicycle 
odyssey The Push & the Pull 
and the multi-generational 
smuggling epic Keeping 
Things Whole. 

Yen-Rong Wong is a 
Brisbane-based writer 
and the founding editor of 
Pencilled In, a magazine 
devoted to publishing and 
championing the work of 
Asian Australian writers and 
artists. Shortlisted for the 
Deborah Cass Prize in 2017 
and for the Queensland 
Premier’s Young Publishers 
and Writers Award in 2018, 
she will be a Katharine 
Susannah Prichard writer-in-
residence for 2019.

Jena Woodhouse is an 
Australian poet who has 
authored eight books of 
poetry. Her writing has 
received honours and awards 
in the categories of poetry, 
adult fiction and children’s 
fiction.

Ingrid Woodrow is an 
Australian writer who holds 
a MA in Writing. Her novel, 
Goddess and the Galaxy Boy 
(UQP, 2001) was shortlisted 
for the Australian/Vogel 
award. Her writing has been 
published in numerous 
national and international 
anthologies, journals and 
periodicals. She is the current 
APWT secretary.

Yolanda Yu Miaomiao is an 
award winning Chinese poet 
and short story writer living 
in Singapore.
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APWT TEAM
Sanaz Fotouhi - Director

Sally Breen - Chair

Ingrid Woodrow - Secretary

Sahib Nazari - Treasurer

With thanks to the Management Committee 
and the Advisory Board

 
INTERNS
Suzanne Bowditch – Editing

Anna Bilbrough – Film and clips

SOCIAL MEDIA AND MARKETING 
Connectivity Media – Holly Reid

POSTER AND PROGRAM DESIGN
Amin Palangi

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
Stefan Jatschka

VOLUNTEERS

Jessica Ambler, Tamatha Delmastro, Leah 
Henderson, Indyana Horobin, Sapphire 
Jones, Helena Gjone, Aimee Littleboy, Oxana 
Vasilyeva, Grace Dwyer, Makeda Cox, Zarek 
Hennessy, Matthew Flanagan, Jack Augustine, 
Chantelle Bayes, Sam Malone, Fruzsina Gal, 
Jessica Faye Marino, Christie Fogarty, Bridget 
Thomas, Timothy Fitzgerald, Sarah Braund 
Kegan Powhiro, Aygun Ozkan

V O L U N T E E R S  A N D  T E A M  M E M B E R S
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